
By President Karen M. Coakley

Let’s have a parade! Let’s cel-
ebrate our first responders and 
our 2020 high school and college 
graduates. The Beltsville, Calver-
ton, and Vansville Heights Citi-
zens Associations along with the 
North Creek Homeowners Asso-
ciation are planning two parades. 
One will be for our communities’ 
2020 graduates. Please have Belts-
ville residents who are graduating 
this spring email me their contact 
information. The second parade 
is for our first responders. Details 
for both will be sent out once the 
Prince George’s County “stay at 
home” order has been lifted. I can 
be reached at karenmcoakley@
msn.com.

I will share community updates 
on The Beltsville News website 
and Facebook page plus Nextdoor. 
If you have not signed up for 
Nextdoor, I strongly encourage 
you to do so. Several county and 
state agencies are sharing valu-
able information almost on a daily 
basis. Go to www.Nextdoor.com, 
enter your street address, and the 
site will guide you to “your neigh-
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Cub Pack 1031: Scouts  
Go on During Shutdown

Cub Pack 1031 was still 
meeting, online, during the past 
month. We had an online pack 
meeting May 11 with the Wolf 
den sharing funny jokes and 

everyone reviewing the Out-
door Code and Leave No Trace 

Beltsville Family Loses Everything in Fire
By Rick Bergmann

Tragedy struck the Cordova 
family on Mother’s Day, May 
10th, when their home on Olympia 
Avenue caught fire. Alfredo and 
Consuelo Cordova and their three 
children lost everything. 

The fire began in the back yard 
due to a gas leak and spread quick-
ly to the house. Consuelo was in 
the kitchen cooking Mother’s Day 
dinner when she heard an explo-
sion. She grabbed her children 
and fled the house. Fortunately, 
everyone was safe. 

The Cordovas are beyond 
grateful for the outpouring of love 
and support they have received 
from their close-knit Beltsville 
neighbors, family, and friends. 
Unfortunately, they have a long 
road ahead in order to rebuild their 
home. They are seeking dona-
tions on Facebook from those who 
are able to help. You can make 
a donation to help them by vis-
iting https://www.facebook.com/
donate/ 2930901816977590/1022
2516244276250/

Damage to the Cordova’s house was catastrophic. Picture posted by Cathy Hilbert Pittinger Kurtz on the Beltsville 
News Facebook page.

Eddie S and his sister Lois S enjoying s’mores as he finishes Cast 
Iron Chef

CUB PACK 1031 
continues on page 2

Over the Rainbow
By Reverend Dr. Jalene Chase

I first heard “Over the Rain-
bow,” more commonly known as 
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow,” 
sung by Judy Garland in the 1939 
classic movie The Wizard of Oz. 
The lyrics were written by Yip 
Harburg and composed by Har-
old Arlen. It won an Academy 
Award for best original song that 
year. Usually I write about songs 
from the 60’s to the 90’s, but 
I am taking a little break from 
that period, and I can use a little 
break from our current reality. 
This movie was a wonderful trip 
down memory lane. It came to 
me as I prayed for an out-of-the-
box sermon series for my church, 
Emmanuel UMC-Beltsville. Our 
tech broke the movie into five 
segments that I expound on along 
with texts from the book of Acts 
in the Bible.

In the movie, Dorothy’s aunt 
told her to find a place where 
she would not get into any trou-
ble. She starts thinking out loud 
“someplace where there isn’t any 
trouble….” She wonders if there 
is such a place, reasoning that 
it can’t be reached by a boat or 

a train; it’s far away behind the 
moon and beyond the rain. Then 
she starts singing.

Somewhere, over the rainbow, 
way up high, there’s a land that I 
heard of once in a lullaby. Some-
where, over the rainbow, skies 
are blue, and the dreams that you 
dare to dream really do come true. 
Someday I’ll wish upon a star and 
wake up where the clouds are far 
behind me. Where troubles melt 
like lemon drops; away above the 
chimney tops, that’s where you’ll 
find me.

This pandemic is making me 
feel nostalgic. I remember the 
delivery people bringing milk and 
ice to our home. We knew the men 
by name. We stayed home or vis-
ited our neighbors and found cre-
ative ways to entertain ourselves. 
The Wizard of Oz, It’s a Wonderful 
Life, and several other movies 
would play once a year, and we 
would gather around our one tele-
vision set and watch together.

Now we get home delivery of 
more than milk. We are visiting 
family, friends, and neighbors all 

RAINBOW 
continues on page 2
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over the world on social media via 
electronics that I wouldn’t have 
imagined as a child. We are find-
ing creative ways to connect in our 
communities. We pray for each 
other’s safety and give what we 
can from our resources. I look for-
ward to the time when the troubles 
we face are far behind us. But not 
just the virus: I’m including rac-
ism, sexism, hatred, inequality, 
disparity, joblessness, homeless-
ness, inadequate healthcare… all 

the things that 2020 had given us 
the “vision” to see. Until then, I’ll 
live the best that I can, embracing 
what I can. We are worshipping 
virtually until we can safely re-
enter our building. Join us. You 
can find the link to this series titled 
“There’s No Place Like Home” on 
our webpage www.eumcbeltsville.
com or our Facebook page www.
facebook.com/groups/EUMC-
Beltsville/. Until next time:

Operating
Virtually
Encourages
Reconnecting
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Feral Cats and the COVID-19 Pandemic
While everyone is sheltering in 

place during the pandemic crisis, 
Beltsville Community Cats (BCC) 
continues working to humanely 
control the feral cat population in 
Beltsville. However, BCC is no 
longer able to perform its primary 
function of sterilizing feral cats. In 
early April the MD State Veteri-
narian Board placed a ban on all 
spay/neuter surgeries while Gov-
ernor Hogan’s “Stay at Home” 
order is in effect. The board deter-
mined that spay/neuter surgeries 
are “non-essential services.” As 
we wait for this ban to be lift-
ed, BCC will continue collecting 
information on unaltered feral cats 
in Beltsville.

Kitten season arrived in early 

spring, and BCC has responded 
to several calls about litters of kit-
tens. Unfortunately, BCC has only 
a few foster homes, and many 
cat rescue programs are no lon-
ger taking kittens from outside 
their designated areas. As a result, 
BCC desperately needs more fos-
ter homes. 

How can you help? 
Consider fostering or donat-

ing. Fostering kittens can pro-
vide a meaningful activity that 
can give individuals and fami-
lies a feeling of purpose during 
these challenging times. BCC also 
needs money and cat food for 
volunteers who feed approximate-
ly 125 cats living in colonies at 

industrial and commercial sites in 
Beltsville. Like so many others, 
some BCC volunteers have been 
laid off and can no longer afford 
to feed these cats. If you are still 
working or have a fixed income 
that has not been impacted by 
the economic shutdown, please 
consider donating money and/or 
cat food to BCC. Tax deduct-
ible donations can be mailed to 
BCC, PO Box 942, Beltsville, MD 
20704. If you want to donate cat 
food, talk about fostering kittens, 
or explore volunteering for BCC, 
call 240.444.8353 or email hello@
beltsvillecats.net. We would love 
to hear from you! 

RAINBOW
continued from page 1

to complete requirements for some 
scouts. Other scouts and their 
families are working at home to 
complete this year’s requirements. 
Congratulations to the Arrow of 
Light Scouts for completing their 
Arrow of Light Rank!!

We encourage all scouts to 
remember to stay safe and stay 
clean by washing our hands and 
learning new skills such as Zoom 
and Google Meet so we can learn 
remotely. We will resume small 
group meetings with social dis-
tancing when allowed. Our cur-
rent scout year is extended to the 
end of July. We now can process 
new scouts and hope to meet and 
welcome new scouts to the pack 
in the summer. If you are inter-
ested in discovering the fun of 
Cub Scouts, please contact Regina 
Halper at Pack1031cubscouting@
gmail.com for more information.

A reminder: if you have Cub 
Scout uniforms that you do not 
need, please contact Regina Halp-
er at the email above. The cost of 
Cub Scouting has been going up, 
and sharing your uniforms will 
help cover the cost of participating 
for our families.

CUB PACK 1031
continued from page 1

borhood.”
Last but not least...support 

our local restaurants! If you 
have a community concern I can 
be reached at 301.937.3490 or 
karenmcoakley@msn.com if you 
would like to be added to the 
Beltsville Citizen’s Association 
email list. 

ON THE AGENDA
continued from page 1

Check us out 
on Facebook! 
The Beltsville 

News
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Bonnie Bartel
301-343-8887

Call, Text or Email  
for an appointment

Bonsnobun@aol.com
Hair Design 

10800 Rhode Island Ave.
Beltsville, MD 20705

Will’s  
Decorating
10508 Baltimore Avenue

Chestnut Hills
Beltsville, MD 20705

301-937-6100
www.decoratemaryland.com

MOVING  
SALE
Up to  

75% off
Furniture
Mirrors

Art
Accessories 

Wood Flooring
Fabrics
Paints

Store Displays
and More

Hurry 
in for 
Best 

Selection
Weekdays 8-5
Saturday 10-5
Sunday 12-5

OPEN  
EVERYDAY
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SPOT COLOR

The Crescent Nursery  
and Summer Program

Est. 1959

11723 Chilcoate Lane, Beltsville, MD
(301) 937-3133

Children 2-6 Years
and

Before/After School Program
Qualified staff. A caring environment. Specially 

planned programs. Snacks provided
OPEN ALL YEAR. ALL DAY

FAMILY OWNED

Beltsville Alumna Excels 
at Basketball in Texas

This month, Jada Inanga, 
was given an award as Fresh-
man Basketball Player of the 
Year 2020 at Heritage High 
School in Frisco, Texas. She 
joined the 9th grade team in 
August 2019 and played point 
guard in all 23 games. 

Jada, a Beltsville native, 

attended the Beltsville Seventh-
day Adventist (SDA) School 
and graduated from 8th grade 
there in 2019. She played bas-
ketball for the girl’s school 
team at Beltsville SDA and also 
played on the Beltsville SDA 
JV team in the Metro Area SDA 
Church League.

Congratulations to Jada Inanga, Freshman Basketball Player of 
2020!

Vacation Bible School at First 
Baptist Church (FBC) of Beltsville

Concrete and cranes are coming to First Baptist Church of Beltsville 
this year in our first virtual vacation bible school, June 29–July 3. We 
are already hard at work constructing a VBS that you can access at home 
with your family on YouTube. Each family that registers will receive a 
cool porch pack with games, crafts, and Bible study materials inside 
along with a few snacks and treats! Register at churchoffice@fbcbelts-
ville.org or call 301.937.7771.

Share Your News!

Send your neighborhood news items  
to tedladd02@aol.com.
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ObituariesWood’s Flowers and Gifts

9223 Baltimore Ave. College Park, MD 20740
301-474-7000  |  woodsflowersandgifts@gmail.com

Family-owned and operated since 1938

Fresh Flowers  
Beautiful Roses • Cards
Plants • Dish Gardens  

Orchid Plants • Silk Flowers  
Stuffed Animals • Balloons

We know it is very hard for anyone to 
attend funeral services at this time. 
Consider sending a beautiful sym-
pathy arrangement to the family’s 
home. We offer no contact delivery.

Wood’s Flowers and Gifts

Floral tributes  
of all kinds  
and daily  

deliveries to  
all local  

funeral homes

Brewer & Marshall, Inc. Opticians
10490 Baltimore Ave. • Beltsville, MD 20705

301-937-3677

Hours: Tues. & Wed. - 9am - 7pm 
 Thurs. & Fri. - 9am - 6pm
 Sat. - 10am - 2pm
 Sun. & Mon. - CLOSED

SPOT COLOR

Taylor, Frances
Mrs. Frances Taylor of Belts-

ville, MD, passed away at her 
home on May 5, 2020, at the age 
of 92. She was predeceased by 
her husband, Olen Taylor, and 
great-grandson, Ryan DeCamp 
Jr. She is survived by her sister: 
Grace Mottley; sons: Jeffrey and 
John (wife Lisa); grandchildren: 
Nicholas, Nichole, Kelly, Katlyn, 
and Kristian. In addition, she is 
survived by many others includ-
ing 7 great-grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and many oth-
ers who considered her family.

Frances was a loving, giving, 
and faithful wife, mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother, aunt, 
and a caring friend of all. She was 
married to Olen Taylor on Decem-
ber 25, 1947, in Buckingham, VA. 
They moved to Maryland and 
raised their two sons, John and 
Jeffrey, in Beltsville, MD. 

Frances was a devoted Chris-
tian and longtime member of First 
Baptist Church of Beltsville. She 
had a passion for serving the Lord 
in many capacities, including 
serving as treasurer, being a mem-
ber on several church planning 
teams, supporting local and global 
church missions, and participating 
regularly in church activities.  

Frances worked for the Prince 
George’s County School system 
until she retired. In addition to 
work and church activities, she 
was a longtime member of the 
Eastern Star.

Frances will be laid to rest with 
her husband, Olen Taylor, at Fort 
Lincoln Cemetery, in Brentwood, 
MD. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
monetary gifts may be donated 
to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital 
(https://www.stjude.org/give) and 

the Breast Cancer Research Foun-
dation (https://give.bcrf.org).

Seaman, William L.
William L. (Bill) Seaman, hus-

band, father, grandfather, great-
grandfather, and pilot, passed 
away peacefully in the early morn-
ing hours of May 19th, 2020. A 
long-time resident of Beltsville, he 
is survived by his wife, Mary Lee; 
sister Karen Magyar; daughters 
Jennifer, Rebecca (Becki), and 
Heather; grandson Connor; grand-
daughter Ella; great-granddaugh-
ter Aliyah; son-in-law Antoine; 
bio-grandkid Melissa; and Con-
nor’s partner Vikki who is expect-
ing great-granddaughter-to-be 
Amelia.

Bill was born on February 
11, 1945 in Swannanoa, NC, to 
Edmund and Grace Seaman, but 
grew up in Stratford, CT, where 
he attended Fairfield College Pre-
paratory School, which prepared 
him for a year of college before 
heading off to Reno, NV, where 
he started on his aviation journey, 
earning his private, instrument, 
and commercial pilot licenses.

Before he left for Reno, Bill 
made one of the smarter decisions 
in his life, and asked Mary Lee 
Wotton to marry him, a question 
to which she replied “Yes” and on 
May 20, 1967, the two began their 
53-year long journey together as 
husband and wife.

During an almost 40-year 
career in general aviation, Bill 
flew many planes and wore mul-
tiple hats. From residing on and 
managing the small airstrip in 
Monticello, NY, where his first X 
chromosome came into play and 
daughter Jennifer was born, to 
owning and operating an air char-
ter, flight school and maintenance 
department, Bill did it all. Years 
spent flying explosives around the 
country kept him away from home 
a bit but did not stem the tide of 
that pesky X chromosome, and 
daughter Rebecca was born in 
Alexandria, VA in 1972.

Bill and his family moved to 
Beltsville, MD in 1975, purchas-
ing their first and only house, 
where he and Mary Lee created 
the home where they would spend 
the next 44 years. This is also 
where the third and final X chro-
mosome was passed along, and 
daughter Heather was born.

For many years, Bill was active 

in the parish of St. Joseph’s Catho-
lic Church in Beltsville, where all 
three daughters attended elemen-
tary school. In addition to serving 
as President of the Home and 
School Association, Bill was a 
lector, and for many years head 
lector, an active supporter of the 
CYO sports program, and, in his 
most famous role, organizer of 
the Santa Claus booth at the annu-
al Christmas Bazaar, where he 
thrilled children, and then their 
children, as they sat on Santa 
Bill’s lap and told him of their gift 
lists (or ran screaming from Santa 
in fright).

A member of the Knights of 
Columbus since the late 1970’s, 
Bill became active in Prince 
George’s Council 2809, where 
he and Mary Lee made many 
friends and spent countless sum-
mer weekends at the picnic grove, 
many evenings at the lounge, and 
years of Tuesdays playing on the 
shuffleboard league.

After retiring from flying, Bill 
worked part time at Best Buy, 
enjoying his time assisting custom-
ers in the appliance department, 
and mentoring young employees. 
As much as he enjoyed this work, 
Best Buy was happy that he spent 
his pay on the gadgets and tech-
nology they carried, ensuring he 
had the latest and greatest, as did 
his family.

Easy to talk with, and always 
ready with a story to tell, Bill 
enjoyed being around family and 
friends, entertaining everyone 
with his funny t-shirts, bad Dad 
jokes, and puns. After many years 
of being the sole Seaman male, 
and main target of good-natured 
verbal punishment from the mul-
titude of Seaman females, Bill 
took great joy and pride in being 
the father-figure and life mentor 
to grandson Connor. In addition, 
he adored and was adored by his 
granddaughters and great-grand-
daughter.

The Seaman Family would like 
to thank everyone for the outpour-
ing of condolences and support 
during this time, and although the 
current “safer-at-home” mandate 
does not allow for funeral services 
at this time, we will be planning a 
memorial service for when we can 
all celebrate Bill’s life together. 
Donations can be made in Bill’s 
name to the Lewy Body Dementia 
Association at https://www.lbda.
org/

MARCHING
Marching like a lion in the breeze,
Ripping through the branches of the trees,
Moaning, groaning, tossing all around,
‘Ere new budding plants rise from the ground.
Bits of ling’ring snow and ice remain,
Only to slide slowly down the drain,
As the warmth of bright and sunny days
Call to burrowed ones within their graves.
Winter winds evaporate as Spring
Cycles of recurring life begin,

Throwing off arthritic, stiffened limbs,
Flourishing with flowers once again.
Who’s behind this awesome majesty
Gently speaking wonders into being?
Is it not the God of Abraham
Sending us redemption by His Lamb?

Beckie Hutchings
02/18/2020
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SPOT COLOR

ACROSS

1. *Like many mythical creatures

6. Second mo.

9. Spill the beans

13. Convex molding

14. “___ the President’s Men”

15. Ankle support, e.g.

16. Make a logical connection

17. *E.T.’s craft?

18. Des Moines native

19. *Fire-breather

21. *Household spirit

23. Tucker of “Modern Family”

24. Antonym of is

25. *Grimm’s Queen ____

28. Tailor-made

30. Showing on TV

35. “All’s well that ____ well”

37. Golly!

39. Punctuation mark

40. Seaport in Yemen

41. Hitching post?

43. Additionally

44. Poison ivy or Poison oak

46. One more than The Beatles

47. Hold as a conviction

48. *Mrs. Potts or her son Chip

50. Andrew Sean Greer’s 2017 
Pulitzer-winner novel

52. Toast choice

53. Jack and Jill’s water jug

55. “____ Now or Never”

57. *Horse’s cousin

61. *One of the seven dwarfs

64. Ascetic holy Hindu

65. HHS agency

67. Relating to #25 Across

69. Banana treat

70. Go bad

71. Australian canid

72. Lou of “Walk on the Wild 
Side” fame

73. Card in the hole?

74. “The Forsyte ____,” pl.

DOWN

1. Wisecrack

2. Like a zealous fan

3. Regular attendee

4. Hipbone-related

5. Cuban music genre, pl.

6. *Half-man, half-goat

7. *Santa’s helper

8. Splotches

9. Arch on a face

10. Croquet turf

11. Popular smoothie berry

12. Well, to Sofia Loren

15. Relating to living organisms

20. Opposite of alpha

22. Genetic initials

24. Parents hope to do this with 
values

25. *Beauty’s beau

26. E

mpower

27. Dropsy

29. *Big Bad One

31. Yellow brick one

32. Feeling worse than before

33. *Like Curious George

34. *Garden dweller

36. Finger move

38. Moneyed one

42. Pine product

45. Choose not to do something, 
2 words

49. Toni Morrison’s “____ Baby”

51. 1862 plots, for short

54. Prefix for below

56. Old photo color

57. Stalin’s domain

58. Back of the neck

59. Not active

60. Past tense of chide

61. Fill beyond full

62. Sound of passing bullet

63. *Baba ____

66. *Who Bugs Bunny talks to?

68. Numbers, abbr.

See Solution on page 6

Statepoint Crossword: Fairy Tale Creatures
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Updates from the USDA
Food and Nutrition 
Updates

Savor the fresh tastes of spring! 
Nutrition.gov has recipes and meal 
prep tips to help you maximize the 

flavors that you’ve been waiting 
for all winter.

Enjoy springtime fruits and 
veggies while they last with these 
4 ideas. All of these can be found 
on at https://www.nutrition.gov/
topics. 

Try something new: Browse 
Nutrition.gov’s recipe collection 
and choose a new recipe to try as a 
family. For a fun activity, you can 
even cook it together!

Know what’s in season: Aspar-
agus, lettuce, and other greens 
are starting to pop out of the 
ground and into farmers’ markets 
and grocery stores. Strawberries 
and mushrooms are not far behind. 
Find a full guide to what’s in 
season on our “Farmers Markets” 
page.

Keep it fresh for longer: Check 
out our “Food Storage and Preser-
vation” page to learn how to store 
produce. You can also find guid-
ance on how long different items 
can be stored before safety and/or 
quality is affected.

Spring into action: Pair healthy 

spring eating with exercise. Make 
the most of the warmer weather by 
getting outside or try our exercise 
examples and videos to get active 
at home. Use our tools for getting 
and staying active to help you 
stick to your routine.

How will you be making healthy 
choices this spring? Follow us on 
Twitter for more resources to help 
you eat and move well at home.

Collection Highlights
USDA employed botanical art-

ists to document fruit and nut 
varieties developed by growers 
or introduced by USDA plant 
explorers around the turn of the 
20th century. Technically accu-
rate paintings were used to create 
lithographs illustrating USDA bul-
letins, yearbooks, and other series 
distributed to growers and garden-
ers across America.

Explore the USDA Pomologi-
cal Watercolor Collection, which 
was digitized by NAL in 2011, at 
https://naldc-legacy.nal.usda.gov/
naldc/collections.xhtml.

$20
Flu Vaccine

SPOT COLOR

Tech Sense By John Bell

Privacy Protection Strategies
This month I am finally return-

ing to my series on privacy and 
protection. In February we dis-
cussed who wants your data, what 
we need to protect, and why we 
need to protect the data. This 
month I want to present some 
strategies for securing and protect-
ing your information.

Use Strong Passwords
The first strategy is to use 

strong passwords. A good, strong 
password is longer than 12 char-
acters and uses number, symbols, 
and a mix of upper- and lower-
case letters. Passwords should be 
different for each web site and 
updated at least once a year. Some 
techniques to create good, strong, 
and easy to remember passwords 
most recently appeared in the Jan-
uary 2020 column. 

Use Multifactor  
Authentication

Multifactor Authentication 
(MFA) adds another layer of secu-
rity to your login credentials. Nor-
mal authentication requires that 
you provide a user-id and a pass-
word as your login credentials. 
MFA requires additional proof as 
part of the login process. The most 
common MFA tools today are 
receiving code on your cell phone 
and entering the code into the log-
in screen or using an authenticator 
application like Google Auth or 
Authy to generate a one-time pass-
code again entered into the login 

screen. This technique proves that 
in addition to your primary cre-
dentials you are in control of a 
device you are known to own.

Other MFA mechanisms 
include responding with a finger-
print to a notification sent to your 
phone or simply responding to a 
phone notification that you are 
trying to login. Fingerprints prove 
that you can unlock the device 
known to be owned by you.

Account Recovery
Sometimes a password is for-

gotten even when using a pass-
word manager to help remember 
passwords. Most systems offer 
some form of account recovery. 
This is a necessary but danger-
ous thing. Make certain that you 
always have at least two private 
email accounts on different ser-
vices. The extra account can often 
be used to recover credentials 
from other accounts. Create email 
accounts on multiple services (like 
Gmail, Outlook, Yahoo, and AOL 
for example) in case one service 

isn’t available when needed.
Many systems will ask you to 

provide answers to questions that 
only you should know. Questions 
like what was the name of your 
first pet or favorite teacher. This is 
actually a very poor security prac-
tice, as the questions and answers 
are often the same on multiple 
sites and are often not protected 
like passwords. To keep the sys-
tems bad practices from putting 
your accounts at risk, I suggest 
you make up answers to these 
questions. Based on the name of 
the website, select from a list of 
animals for pet names, trees for 
street names, or flowers and fruits 
for people, for example. So, when 
Amazon asks me for a pet name, 
I might reply alligator, or if Face-
book asks me for teacher, I might 
say forsythia.

In Closing
I may go into more detail about 

using lists for security questions in 
a future column, but for now, stay 
safe and protected.

Statepoint Crossword Solution from page 5

Share Your News! 
Send your article submissions to News Director  

Rick Bergmann at editorbvnews@gmail.com
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P ete (Poncho) Morillo died of 
Covid19, on April 13th. Pete was a 
truly special man, “A Great Man” 
according to his family. He is 
survived by his daughter and son, 

Jennie & Pete Morillo, as well as his dearest adopted 
daughters, Joy Villa and Rebecca Carter.  Furthermore, 
he is survived by all his second sons, “His boys,” who 
he adopted in his heart, loved, mentored, cared for and 
treasured.  Beyond his kids, all his beloved brothers and 
sisters, their families, and his three grandsons, survive 
Pete. Additionally, he is survived by Wendy Biegun, his 
ex-wife and Betty Moore, his sweetheart, her kids, and 
their families.

Pete made a difference. He was a genuinely gracious 
and generous man. He was always ready to lend a hand 
or spare a dollar. When people sought help, counsel, 
guidance, he was their first and last call. He never 
met a soul that wasn’t instantly a friend or new family 
member. Therefore, besides his immediate family, Pete 
is survived by an abundance of people whose lives he 
touched. Such as all the people who worked with or for 
Pete, and who were devastated to learn of his passing. 
Neighbors like Mr. Bill and his lovely wife, who by 
virtue of being a neighbor quickly became family and 
who sweetly said, “I hope when we are all in Heaven, I 
can be Pete’s neighbor again.” People like lovely Deb at 
Beltsville Family Dental Center, Pete’s longtime dental 
practice that only saw Pete once a year, but who upon 
hearing of his death, proclaimed sadly, “He was my 
friend.” A friend Deb was; Pete always spoke so highly 
of her. Another example would be Herb Raymond of 
Apple Ford, who for years has sold the family all their 
cars and who stated sadly, “We’ve lost one of the good 
ones.” Also, Roberta Yaklich, our longtime realtor who 
was truly upset to hear that Pete had passed and then 
quickly reminisced on how Pete always made her smile. 
Because that is what he did. Pete purposefully tried to 
connect with everyone he met. Such as all the wonder-
ful people at our local Home Depot that he saw every 
single day working on his DIY projects, or Mohammed 
at the neighborhood gas station, and all the folks at local 
restaurants he frequented. They knew his face, they 
knew his name and he knew theirs. Pete made friends 
wherever he went. Our family has been so wonderfully 
inundated with calls, prayers, and messages from hun-
dreds of people nationally and internationally recount-
ing how loved Pete was, how he touched their lives and 
how he brought so much happiness and so many smiles 
to so many people. That is who Pete was, that is who we 
have lost.   

Pete’s life was a full rich wonderful life, one full of 
adventures, accomplishments, successes, mishaps and 
a great deal of fun. He was a successful man, a hap-
py man, and it showed. All things considered, his top 
priority, that which he loved the most and of which he 
was proudest, was being a father. It’s all he ever wanted, 
he devoted his life to it and it proudly defined him. He 
was an EXCELLENT father, the kind of father that 
was always involved, always there standing by his kids 

on their bad days and celebrating with them on their 
good days. Pete knew from an early age that he wanted 
to have a family; he wanted to be a father. Everything 
Pete did he did for his kids. They were the true loves 
of his life, and they knew it. He thought of them first, 
last and always, and they knew that too. Simply said, he 
LOVED his kids; he was a proud Dad. To say truthfully 
that his kids loved him is insufficient somehow. To say 
truthfully, they admired him and cherished him falls 
short. To them, he was everything, he was home, he was 
the one they looked to, turned to, their base, their rock, 
and their center. They knew they could roam freely, they 
knew they could fall, because they knew he was always 
there. They believe he was meant for them, and them for 
him, a true pairing made in Heaven by the grace of God. 
Their sorrow, at the loss of their father, is profoundly 
deep; as is their respect, pride, admiration, appreciation, 
and love that, they hold for him now and always. 

Pete loved two women during his lifetime. His first 
love was Wendy Biegun, his ex-wife and the mother 
of his children. He loved and cherished her always. He 
loved her creativity, lust for life, her laugh, her beautiful 
smile, and for giving him his children. His love for her, 
as his first love and the mother of his kids, was very spe-
cial. A divorce decree did not displace her from his heart 
in any way, nothing could. His tremendous capacity to 
love, his sense of family and loyalty ensured that. His 
second love was Betty Moore, with whom he spent his 
remaining years. Together they made a beautiful home. 
With their respective kids, they made a life, a family, 
and by all accounts were very very happy. Pete and his 
beloved “Betty Lou” became the center around which 
the family revolved. With Betty, Pete had the life he 
very much wanted. Betty fell sick with Covid19 at the 
same time as Pete, but thankfully, through the grace of 
God she is still with us and is on the path to recovery. 
Pete loved his “Betty Lou, his sweetheart” as do his 
kids. 

Pete came from Quito, Ecuador as a teenager and 
fell in love, not only with the woman he would marry 
but also with this country. Pete quickly set his feet on 
the path to proudly becoming a citizen of The United 
States. He worked hard to provide for his new and 
expanding family and while doing so, also made a name 
for himself. Today, his reputation precedes him. His 
knowledge and experience were constantly sought and 
freely shared. For most of Pete’s career, he worked with/
for Mr. James Myers, of The James Myers Company in 
Beltsville. Mr. Myers was a man Pete respected greatly. 
Pete was a master craftsman & artist. He had a particu-
lar love for historical restoration & replication projects. 
A lot of his work can be seen throughout the District, 
Maryland, and Virginia on historically important sites, 
such as The White House, The Capitol, The Pentagon, 
The Washington National Cathedral, The Library of 
Congress, The Smithsonian and many more. In fact, a 
tour of National Landmark buildings in DC is like a tour 
of Pete’s work. To work on projects of such historical 
importance, to help preserve the history of the coun-
try he loved was particularly meaningful to him. His 
creativity was endless. He was a gifted master talent and 

creative force. His family is so proud of him, his name 
and the mark he made.

Obituaries can take on many forms. For us, this 
was a way to recognize all the people that Pete loved, 
the people whose lives he touched, and the people that 
loved him. It was to say his life mattered; he made a dif-
ference, not only to his family but also to many others. 
It is the telling of a life, of a good decent hard-working 
gifted family man, a partner, a father. It is a chance for 
his kids to say, “Dad, we are so proud of you. We love 
you and we miss you. Our hearts are broken. Thank 
you, Dad, for all the minutes, hours, days, weeks, and 
years you gave us. Thank you for every little thing, all 
the hugs and kisses, the talks and lessons, picking us up 
when we were down and setting us straight when it was 
needed, for not accepting our excuses and for helping 
us to be our best selves. Thank you for being the man 
you were, our Dad and for loving us as you did. We will 
make you proud.” Pete Morillo was the best kind of man 
and now he is gone, and his family’s lives are forever 
changed. 

On April 13th, Pete passed and the world is a poorer 
place for it. We have lost an authentic, good-hearted 
man, a great friend, neighbor, mentor, an amazing 
father, and partner. His passing is all the more painful 
because he was so loved. He will be missed terribly. He 
is out of sight, but never out of mind. He will always 
be loved and remembered. His spirit lives through his 
kids who are a reflection of him in all the best ways. He 
will live in our hearts forever and be perpetually in our 
prayers. Thank you, dear Lord for giving us such a man. 
Thank you, dear Lord for giving us Pete, for giving us 
our Dad. We know we were blessed to have him at all. 
Please Lord keep him close. Amen. 

Because of Covid19 restrictions, our family is unable 
to hold a memorial service at this time. However, when 
restrictions are lifted and conditions are generally safer, 
a memorial will be held to remember and celebrate 
Pete’s life.  For all those that knew Pete, and are inter-
ested in being notified of that service when it happens, 
please email your contact info to the family at  
pmorillofamily@gmail.com. The family wishes to thank 
all those that sent their thoughts, prayers, and support 
throughout Pete’s sickness and after his death. It was 
that support and those prayers that carried them through 
this unbelievably difficult time. They know the outpour-
ing of love is a testament to their beloved father, may he 
rest in peace and rise in glory.  

Covid19 has wreaked havoc on our family’s life. 
We have suffered terribly with Pete & Betty being sick. 
Throughout it all though, we were mindful that we are 
not alone and so many other families are suffering as 
well. To anyone reading this that has been or is suffer-
ing with or through Covid19, or who cannot get care 
because of this pandemic, please know we understand, 
we sympathize, we care and our family will continue to 
keep you in our prayers. Likewise, to any reader that is a 
first-responder or essential worker, like those that cared 
for Pete & Betty. In memory of our father, THANK 
YOU for all that you do. May God bless you all. Please 
take care and stay safe. 

In Loving 
Memory 

SPOT COLOR
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Do You or Friends  
Need Help Getting 
Unemployment  
Benefits?

As we all know, the Maryland 
Department of Labor was not pre-
pared for the current economic 
crisis. As a result, hundreds of 
thousands of working people have 
lost their jobs but not received 
the benefits they’ve earned. Many 
have not even had their applica-
tions approved yet.

If you or someone you know has 
been unable to receive unemploy-
ment insurance benefits, email us 
at 21stdistrictdelegation@gmail.
com or call 301.858.3141. We 
will contact the right people in 
the Department of Labor and do 
everything we can to get your 
money ASAP.

June 2nd Maryland  
Primary

As you may know, because of 
the virus crisis, the Primary Elec-
tion was moved to Tuesday, June 
2. We are not on the ballot this 
year, but we want to be sure you 
have the information you need. 
We will be voting on presidential 
nominees and several local judges.

 

What Races Are on the 
Ballot?

President, Democratic National 
Convention Delegates, US House, 
Circuit Court Judges

Can I Still Register to 
Vote?

Yes! The deadline to register to 
vote is Wednesday, May 27. Go 
to https://voterservices.elections.
maryland.gov/OnlineVoterRegis-
tration/InstructionsStep1 to reg-
ister online. Go to https://voter-

services.elections.maryland.gov/
VoterSearch to check you voter 
registration status.

How Do I Vote by Mail?
To protect the health of Mary-

land voters, the June 2 primary 
will primarily be a “vote by mail” 
election. This means the board of 
elections will automatically mail 
ballots to all eligible voters. You 
do not need to ask for a ballot 
to receive one. You can see the 
status of your ballot online using 
the Voter Lookup Tool mentioned 
in the last section. Voted ballots 
must be postmarked on or before 
Tuesday, June 2.

How Do I Vote in Person?
To maintain social distancing, 

all voters are encouraged to vote 
by mail. However, if you can’t 
vote by mail, there will be at 
least one voting center open in 
each county in Maryland. In more 
populous counties, there will be 
more voting centers. You can visit 
the voting centers if you didn’t 
receive a ballot in the mail. 

The voting locations will be 
open on June 2 from 7 am to 8 
pm. Click here to see the full list Share Your News! 

Send your article submissions to News Director  
Rick Bergmann at editorbvnews@gmail.com

SPOT COLOR

Rosapepe’s Report to Beltsville

Adirondack
Tree Experts

FREE ESTIMATES 
301-595-2827

www.AdirondackTreeExperts.com
I.S.A Certified Arborist / MD Licensed Tree Experts / EHAP Certified Arborist 

ISA Qualified Tree Risk Assessors / Full Liability and Workman’s Comp Insurance

THE METRO AREA’S TOP RATED TREE SERVICE

Removal ∙ Pruning ∙ Thinning ∙ Stump Removal
24-Hour Emergency Service

Crane Service ∙ ISA Certified Arborist

Senator Jim Rosapepe

ROSAPEPE 
continues on page 14
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As I write, the state of Texas, 
where I live, has virtually reopened 
after being relatively shut down 
due to the pandemic. I know it has 
been a challenge for many people 
in different ways. The new empha-
sis is on keeping a safe distance 
from others and wearing a face 
mask. Please, let us each do our 
part to control the spread.

Several positives from the 
shutdown are people now cook a 
lot more at home and others try 
to stay healthier by exercising, 
spending more time with nature, 
and spending more time with their 
families. I have tried cooking a 
few new things, shared recipes 
with friends, and started drinking 
a lot more water. 

Let me brag about my little 
garden. I have created time to get 
back into gardening. It is a small 
space in the front of my home, but 
I have been able to plant tomatoes, 
bell peppers, thyme, spearmint, 
and two pineapples. My straw-
berry seeds should germinate in 
another two weeks and my pep-
permint too. I will update you.

I am excited at the prospect of 

having a good set of crops. So, my 
dear reader, I challenge you to try 
and plant something this month. 
Keep it simple—an herb like 
thyme or rosemary in a pot—or if 
you have more space, plant a few 
more things. Take your children 
or grandchildren to Home Depot 
or Walmart and have them pick 
out a plant or two, and as a little 
project, let them transplant what 
they get and take care of it until 
it can be harvested, Or let them 
plant something simple like mari-
golds or zinnia flowers. They can 
keep a little journal or daily diary 
note, documenting their observa-
tion as the plant grows or seeds 
germinate.

By the time you read this, I 
would have turned 50 years old 
(May 24—the best day of the best 
month), and I am thankful to God 
for sparing me to see this mile-
stone in my life. It has been quite a 
month for me…both my sons were 
born in May; my youngest brother 
was also born in May. Sadly, my 
father passed away on May 31 
last year, so it is sad that he is not 
around to share in this moment. 

I have a lot to be thankful 
for—surviving a stroke in Novem-
ber 2014 while driving on I-495 
on a Sunday morning. It hap-
pened around 9:40 am, and I did 
not go to the hospital in Laurel 
until almost 8:30 pm. Then in 
April 2018, while on I-66W tak-
ing my son back to school at the 
Shenandoah Valley Academy, our 
car hydroplaned, and I blacked out 
simultaneously. Apparently while 
we spun in the dark of the night, a 
tractor trailer came round the bend 
and struck us. My son walked 
away with a scratch on his finger 
while I had whiplash, but the Nis-
san Rogue was a total loss. So I 
have a lot to be thankful for. 

I am also thankful that it is time 
to wrap up the jive this month. 
In the next jive, I will share my 
tornado experience in Texas with 
you. Please be safe, exercise, join 
me in drinking a lot of water, and 
let us continue to be kind to one 
another. I miss Beltsville and look 
forward to being able to visit in 
the summer.

SPOT COLOR

Share Your News! 
Send your article submissions to News Director  

Rick Bergmann at editorbvnews@gmail.com

CALL JOHN  
THE PLUMBER
Expert plumbing, gas line repair,  

water heater repair or replacement, 
sump pump replacement and faucet 

repair or replacement. Drain cleaning  
& sewer line inspections.

Licensed in Montgomery, 
Prince George’s and  

Howard Counties and 
Washington, D.C.

John the Plumber
301-263-3999
800-344-8584

Spicknall’s Farm Market
~ Homegrown Vegetables ~

Fresh Fruit
Fresh Eggs

Homegrown  
Strawberries.

Bedding Plants 
Annuals and Perennials

Hanging Baskets
Straw • Mulch • Topsoil

Open Daily at 9:00 a.m.
12011 Old Gunpowder Rd., Beltsville, MD • 301.937.8288

Limited to 1 item; Limited to 1
coupon per customer; Not eligible
on sale items; Limited to in-stock

items only; in-store use only;
Must be presented to cashier

at time of payment to redeem;
Cannot be combined with other

sales, discounts, or coupons.
VALID ALL OF JUNE. 2020

Stay healthy and enjoy the summer! Look for both our
DISPOSABLE AND REUSABLE FACEMASKS

Now with an online store. Visit,

and click on “Shop”. Working to help you find
resources to keep living well.

W W W . L I V I N G W E L L A B C . C O M

LivingWell is your source for
Vegan & Vegetarian Foods

Natural Care & Beauty
Vitamins & Supplements

Christian Gifts & Decor
Christian Media

Healthy Vegan Smoothies

12004 CHERRY HILL ROAD, SILVER SPRING, MD 20904
WWW.LIVINGWELLABC.COM  |  301-572-0700

SUN: 9 AM - 6 PM | M-TH: 9 AM - 9 PM | FRI: 9 AM - 3 PM | SAT: CLOSED

20% OFF
ONE ITEM AT
LIVINGWELL

Jason’s Jive By Jason Inanga

Maybe May
Maybe is a funny word,
Its definition is unsure;
Children can think it means”yes”,
They know “no” brings unhappiness.

Then, “perhaps” its synonym
Describes an answer may come in;
“We will see” is often used,
Expressing the same point of view.

Maybe looks for signs of Spring,
For baby birds, and flowerings,
Gentle rains to soften earth,
And other evidence of birth.

Maybe searches joyfully
In positiveness  eagerly,
From our earliest of days,
Because we’ve heard it many ways.

Maybe sees beyond our fears,
Perceives there’s more to life than tears,
Waits in hope expectantly,
If built upon God’s sov’reignty.

Maybe May this year will be
Beginnings of sweet memories;
All twelve months may come and go,
But May’s before each one you know.

Beckie Hutchings
3/29/2020

Parents Guide to Screen Time 
During COVID-19

(StatePoint) After years of 
hearing study after study about 
the negative effects of excessive 
screen time, parents are now being 
told to set aside any concerns 
about limiting device time.

If you’re confused, you aren’t 
alone.

Life as we know it has taken a 
180 and relaxing your screen time 

SCREEN TIME 
continues on page 12
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Riderwood Residents, Staff Work Together to 
Stay Safe, Secure During COVID-19 Pandemic

Silver Spring, MD -- When 
stay-at-home orders were enacted 
around the country in response to 
the coronavirus pandemic, simple 
things like buying toilet paper, get-
ting exercise, and staying in touch 
with loved ones became difficult. 
But thanks to quick action taken 
by Erickson Living’s management 
team and the staff at Riderwood, 

sheltering in place was much eas-
ier and more comfortable for the 
more than 2,500 retirees who live 
at the community.

Even before the first case of 
COVID-19 was reported in the 
U.S., Erickson Living enacted its 
emergency preparedness plan and 
assembled a task force, which met 
multiple times a day to review 

reports from the CDC as well as 
local health departments and gov-
ernments. Safety measures, such 
as restricting nonessential visitors 
and screening staff and essential 
visitors for COVID-19 symptoms, 
were quickly put in place at all 

SPOT COLOR

From the Office of Councilmember Tom Dernoga

3rd Coronavirus Edition
District 1 Office Update 

The District 1 Team is distrib-
uting 1,000 meals a day, 5 days a 
week, serving District 1 residents 
in need. The food distribution takes 
place at two locations—James E. 
Duckworth Regional School in 
Beltsville and Dwight D. Eisen-
hower Middle School in Laurel—
and will continue until the county 
executive’s stay-at-home order is 
lifted. In addition, we are expect-
ing Beltsville Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church to become a county 
“food hub” distributing groceries. 
Email CouncilDistrict1@co.pg.
md.us for more information about 
ongoing meal and food options.

Tea Time with Tom 
Join me bi-weekly for a late 

afternoon virtual town hall from 
4 to 5 pm via Zoom! You must 
RSVP to join. You can RSVP 
and submit questions at bit.ly/Tea-
Time-With-Dernoga. The next 
event will be Friday, June 5. 

Coronavirus Update 
As your council member, my 

number one priority is keeping 
you informed, especially now 
during the current public health 
emergency involving the corona-
virus outbreak. COVID-19 causes 
respiratory illness and can spread 
from person to person. This con-
tinues to be a rapidly evolving 
situation, and we are working col-
laboratively in Prince George’s 
County to inform and protect 

our communities. For the latest 
updates, county residents can visit 
the county health department’s 
dedicated coronavirus web page: 
https://tinyurl.com/PGCcoronavi-
rus. If you have any questions or 
concerns, you can also call the 
Prince George’s County Health 
Department coronavirus hotline at 
(301) 883-6627 to receive updated 
information.

Support District 1  
Restaurants 

The COVID-19 crisis is having 
a harsh impact on our local busi-
nesses. If you’re looking for car-
ryout or delivery for your family, 
visit the District 1 restaurants sta-
tus link at bit.ly/D1-Restaurants-
Status to explore the many food 
options District 1 has to offer.

Prince George’s County 
COVID-19 Rental  
Assistance Program

The Prince George’s County 
Emergency Rental Assistance Pro-
gram launched Monday, May 11. 
Residents are strongly encouraged 
to apply online. For further details 
about the program and eligibility 
requirements, please visit: mypgc.
us/renthelp.

Primary Election Video
This year’s state primary elec-

tion is being held primarily by 
mail. Check out this explanatory 
video for news and information 
about the process: https://bit.ly/
MD-VOTE-BY-MAIL. 

Please keep in touch!   Email us 
at councildistrict1@co.pg.md.us 
or call 301.952.3887. Se habla 
Español. Follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram: @Tom-
DernogaD1.

Dr. Janine Bertolotti

Father Andrew Wakefield

 Russell’s Trimlawn & Landscape
Commerical & Residential

• MOWING & MAINTENANCE
• Trimming & Pruning
• Grading & Sodding
• Planting: Perennials & Annuals

• FALL & SPRING CLEAN-UP
• Seeding & Lawn Aeration
• Edging
• Mulching

(301) 595-9344
Free Estimates

Guaranteed • Low Prices

Great Offer!
When you service  
annually! Pay for 2  

lawn cuts, 3rd Free!
(1 time Only)

Karen M. Coakley

CHECK OUT THE 3D VIRTUAL TOURS  
OF MY HOMES LISTED BELOW:

Karen M. Coakley GRI
Your 110% Real Estate Agent!
301-741-7672 (cell)
240-295-6000 (office)

You know me . . .  
     I know Real Estate!

Honey Stop the Car!!
Welcome Home! 

Too many 
Upgrades to list! 

$375,000

Residential Lot for your Dream Home! $99,500

Brick Beauty  
w/ Elevator! 

Walk in Tub & Generator 
are just a few of the  

upgrades in this home. 
$420,000

The Riderwood gatehouse crew

RIDERWOOD 
continues on page 12
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AREA EVENTS

Please contact the individual facilities 
regarding late changes or updates to 
hours of operations, especially during 
holidays and inclement weather.

MONTPELIER MANSION
The mansion is located at 9650 
Muirkirk Rd., Laurel, MD 20708. 
Phone: 301.377.7817. TTY: 
301.699.2544. E-mail: montpelierman-
sion@pgparks.com. 

COLLEGE PARK AVIATION 
MUSEUM
Address: 1985 Cpl. Frank Scott Dr., 
College Park, MD 20740. Phone: 
301.864.6029. TTY: 301.699.2544.

LAUREL–BELTSVILLE SENIOR 
ACTIVITY CENTER    
Address: 7120 Contee Rd., Laurel, 
MD 20707, around the corner from 
the University of Maryland Medical 
Center. Phone: 301.206.3350. Fax: 
301.206.3387. TTY: 301.446.3402. 

SENIOR FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
We have monthly meetings and special 
events planned for the last half of this 
year. Interested people can contact 
our office for more details. Phone: 

301.206.3380.

NATIONAL WILDLIFE VISITOR 
CENTER 

ALREADY OPEN: THE TRAILS AND 
GROUNDS
Social distancing is required. 
Address: 10901 Scarlet Tanager Loop, 
Laurel, MD 20708. The entrance 
is accessed from Powder Mill Rd. 
between the Baltimore–Washington 
Pkwy. and Rt. 197. Regular hours of 
operation for the trails and grounds 
are: Open daily from sunrise to sun-
set, except for federal holidays. Free 
admission.

VISITOR CENTER
Contact the Visitor Center for informa-
tion about updated hours of operation. 

Main phone: 301.497.5772. Join our 
e-mail list by contacting timothy_park-
er@fws.gov. 

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT FOR 
FUTURE TRAINING
Staff members are at work and are 
planning for the summer. Contact 
Diana Ogilvie at 301.497.5565 or 
Diana_Ogilvie@fws.gov for more 
information. Get free volunteer training 
for many fun and educational activities. 
Ages 18 and up. Opportunities include:
• Greeting visitors at the front desk,
• Operating the bookstore, and
• Participating in wildlife surveys.

BELTSVILLE EVENTS

Please contact the individual facilities 

regarding late changes or updates to 
hours of operations, especially during 
holidays and inclement weather.

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL 
LIBRARY (NAL)
The library is located at 10301 Balti-
more Ave., near Sunnyside Ave. Main 
phone number: 301.504.5755. NAL 
is on Twitter at http://twitter.com/#!/
National_Ag_Lib. See NAL.USDA.gov/
visit-library for more information.

BELTSVILLE LIBRARY
Address: 4319 Sellman Rd., Beltsville, 
next to the police station. Main phone 
number: 301.937.0294. Visit our 
library system website at www.pgcmls.
info to use our online library services. 
See our web site—www.pgcmls.info—

for updated information.

BELTSVILLE COMMUNITY 
CENTER
Address: 3900 Sellman Rd., Beltsville. 
Phone: 301.937.6613. Spanish line: 
301.445.4509. TTY: 301.445.4512. 

BELTSVILLE YOUNG AT HEART 
CLUB
Members must be at least 55 years 
old. We have speakers, entertainment, 
light refreshments, etc. Questions: call 
Lois at 301.498.9736.

STRATEGY GAME CLUB
All skill levels welcome. Cost: free. All 
ages.

XTREME TEENS AND PRE-TEENS 
REGULAR EVENTS
Free with valid Center ID card.

VANSVILLE COMMUNITY CEN-
TER
Address: 6813 Ammendale Rd., 
Vansville. Phone: 301.937.6621. 
Fax: 301.937.6623. Spanish line: 
301.445.4509. TTY: 301.445.4512. 

XTREME TEENS AND PRE-TEENS 
REGULAR EVENTS
Free with valid Center ID card. 
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Calendar of Events
At press time, there was optimism that some sites that have been closed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic might be able to open during the month of June. Please check with individual facili-
ties for current updates. Admission requirements may be instituted, and regular hours of 
operation are subject to change. 

Erickson Living-managed com-
munities.

 “All across our family of com-
munities, residents and staff are 
taking extraordinary steps to pro-
tect the health and safety of our 
loved ones, friends, neighbors, and 
caregivers,” Erickson Living CEO 
Alan Butler wrote in a letter to all 
employees and residents. “Your 
support and willingness to help 
are an inspiration to us all—and a 
reminder that if we band together, 
we can overcome any challenge.”

Plans in place
At Riderwood, the staff are 

working hard to enable residents 
to stay put in their apartment 
homes. Mail and newspapers are 
being delivered directly to resi-
dents’ doors, and the staff even 
walk their dogs. Instead of risking 
exposure to the virus by going to 
the grocery store, Riderwood resi-
dents are fortunate to have meals 
delivered to their doors by the 
dining services staff.

“The dining team has done a 
great job with meals,” says Rider-
wood resident Trudy Downs. 
“They have been tasty and much 
like we get normally in the dining 
rooms—we are well provided for 
and I look forward to dinner each 
evening.”

Riderwood even set up a con-
cierge service to help residents 
get basic supplies. People who ran 
out of necessities like shampoo, 
coffee, tea, or toilet paper could 
simply call the front desk and a 
staff member would deliver the 
items to their doors.

 “The concierge service has 
been a very valuable resource in 

providing for the needs of resi-
dents for items they need so they 
do not have to go off of the prop-
erty,” Trudy says.

 All levels of staff are pitching 
in to operate the concierge service 
and other essential functions.

 “The speed and agility that our 
staff has shown to adjust to new 
protocols, create new procedures, 
even have their entire role tem-
porarily reassigned to something 
completely different, show the 
dedication and perseverance our 
employees embody,” says George 
Mishraky, Riderwood’s director of 
sales.

Maintaining  
connections

Staying connected with friends 
and family is a challenge for 
everyone while social distancing 
measures are in place. Residents 
at Riderwood, of course, discon-
tinued club meetings and other 
gatherings during the pandemic, 
but measures were put in place 
to help them stay connected and 
maintain some of their routines.

The community purchased two 
pro licenses for Zoom to enable 
residents to conduct club meetings 
and get-togethers virtually. Trudy 
Downs, who runs an iPad/iPhone 
class, helped to train her neighbors 
on how to host and attend meet-
ings on Zoom. She also used the 
video conferencing platform for 
the wine and cheese gatherings 
she usually has with friends on 
Friday evenings.

“Now, we are getting together 
via Zoom and providing our own 
snacks and glass of wine as we 
engage in our regular get-together 
but at a social distance,” Trudy 
says. “I also have kept in touch 

with a regular group of residents 
who meet monthly for lunch—
now we meet via Zoom.”

Becky Hedin also used Zoom 
for meetings of the ukulele group 
she runs on campus.

“We are working on a program 
titled ‘Love, Ukulele Style,’” 
Becky says. “I’ve introduced 
some new easy songs via Zoom.”

Riderwood’s in-house TV sta-
tion became a hub for communi-
cation and entertainment during 
the crisis.

“Our TV studio has com-
pletely revised its daily schedule 
to include a daily update from 
Executive Director Gary Hibbs, 
Great Courses educational pro-
gramming, a relaxing show, a 
funny show, a movie every night, 
religious programming, and much 
more,” says Amy Hahn, commu-
nity resources lead coordinator at 
Riderwood.

Pitching in
The people who live at Rider-

wood enjoy giving back to the 
community, both on campus 
and beyond. So, of course, they 
pitched in during the pandemic. 
Hahn says residents spearheaded 
a “mask-a-thon” to make cloth 
masks. The hundreds of home-
made masks were donated to a 
local hospital as well as to the staff 
working tirelessly at Riderwood.

“The goodness of people who 
live in the community is one of 
the good outcomes of this peri-
od,” Trudy says. “Many neigh-
bors looking out for one another, 
checking to see if anyone needs 
anything, people making face 
masks to keep others safe, and, in 
general, paying much more atten-
tion to the comfort and safety of 
others.”

Community members deeply 
appreciated the efforts Rider-
wood’s staff made to keep them 
safe and comfortable during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Mishraky 
says he and the rest of the staff 
received many emails and notes 
from residents expressing appre-

ciation for their tireless work dur-
ing the unprecedented period of 
sheltering in place.

“Residents have posted signs of 
thanks to staff on their doors and 
have taken to writing appreciation 
notes in chalk on the sidewalks,” 
Mishraky says.

RIDERWOOD
continued from page 11

Women’s Club Awards Scholarship
The Women’s Community Club 

of Beltsville is proud to announce 
the winner of this year’s scholar-
ship, Makayla Bowen-Longino. 
Makayla is a graduate of Stone 
Ridge School. She plans to attend 
the University of Maryland this 
fall. Congratulations Makayla!

Makayla Bowen-Longino, winner of 
the Women’s Club of Beltsville 
Scholarship.

Club News

rules is an inevitability. Most kids 
are transitioning to digital learn-
ing platforms, and with stay-at-
home orders in effect around the 
world, screens have proven essen-
tial components of household life. 
Even still, establishing consistent 
and clear structure around screen 
time rules is as important as ever.

To help you cut through the 
noise, consider the latest research, 

expert advice and tips from Our-
Pact a screen time monitoring and 
scheduling app that allows parents 
to manage what kids are doing 
online, create daily screen time 
allowances, set filters on brows-
ers and block certain applications 
at certain times of day. To learn 
more, visit OurPact.com.

With a new reliance on digital 
devices, parents can continue to 
take steps to ensure kids are strik-
ing a healthy online and offline 
balance.

SCREEN TIME
continued from page 10
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IF IT'S  
REAL ESTATE, 
IT'S  
ROBERTA!!

E-mail: robertayaklich@gmail.com • 301-262-1700

ROBERTA 
301-937-3124
Experienced, Reputable • Distinguished Sales Club 

Full time professional • CRS, GRI, SFR • Associate Broker

NEW LISTING!! 
 Gorgeous updated 2 BDRM 2BA condo with stainless ap-
pliances and granite countertops, private patio overlooking 
USDA property. 

$129,900

NEW LISTING 
Brick Beauty, 3 BDRM, 2.5 BA great hardwood flooring, 
updated roof, gutters, newer windows, updated kitchen, and 
so much more!

$408,900

SOLDUNDER  

CONTRACT

Alethea Morris
Fairfax Realty Inc.
10210 Greenbelt Road #120
Lanham, MD 20706
240-305-4893 (direct)
301-794-9400 (office)
AletheaYourRealtor@gmail.com

RENTAL
1209 E Street, SE
Washington, DC 

20003
Location Location 

Location
Walking Distance to 
the Metro and CVS 
is less than a quarter 
of a block Away! This 
home is move in ready 
and Ready To Go! This Home features 3 bedrooms, 2 
full baths, a Finished Basement, Walkout Basement in 
the Front and Rear, and a fenced in yard.

Alethea Morris - A name you can trust  
and results you can count on!

If it is important to you, then it is important to me!

RENTAL
11318 Cherry Hill Road #102, Beltsville, Md 20705
You will Love This 2 Bedroom 1.5 Bath Rental!  
Very Spacious Bedrooms and Upgraded Bathrooms 
and Kitchen. For your Convenience there is a 
Washer and Dryer inside the unit. 

FOR SALE 
$499,990

9206 Pleasant Court,  
Laurel, MD 20707

Corner Land Lot in Montpelier 
New Custom Home to be Built

Contact Alethea Morris for more Information.

APPLICATION 
ACCEPTED

APPLICATION 
ACCEPTED

JUST LISTED 
Asking Price: $209,990

8266 Kings Crown Road 
Pikesville, MD 21208

Magnificent Upgrades Throughout!  
All New Stainless Steel Appliances, 4 Bedrooms,

2.5 Bathrooms, Remodeled Kitchen  
and Bathrooms, and Deck.

UNDER  
CONTRACT
in 5 DAYS

Club News

SPOT COLOR

The Women’s 
Club of 
Beltsville

The Women’s Club complet-
ed their Adopt a Road cleanup 
in spite of the pandemic. We 
wore masks and practiced social 
distancing (except for a quick 
photo). Women interested in 
joining us please contact us at 
womensclubbeltsville@gmail.
com. 

The Women of the Women’s 
Club of Beltsville cleaning up the 
neighborhood!

A Community of Volunteers Serving 
Veterans, Military, and Their Families
By Ivy Christoffers

WHO WE ARE, WHAT WE 
DO, WHY WE MATTER?

We are the American Legion 
Auxiliary. We are called to serve. 
We respect our country and the 
service of those who defend our 
freedoms. We are loyal to our 
United States Constitution and 
to those who protect it. We are 

humbled by the courage of our 
veterans and their families. We are 
alone, yet we stand together. We 
are daughters, brothers and sisters, 
mothers and fathers. We are fam-
ily. We are of every color. We are 
of every faith. We are of every age. 
We are anyone and everyone. We 
are common and extraordinary. 
We are citizens. We live in small 
towns. We live in suburbs. We live 

in cities. We work in fields, in fac-
tories, in warehouses, in offices, 
at home. We are a community. 
We help one another. We love our 
flag and all that it stands for. We 
are many. We are one. We are 
the American Legion Auxiliary: a 
community of volunteers serving 

VOLUNTEERS
continued from page 13
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Beltsville News CHURCH DIRECTORY

St. John’s Episcopal/Anglican Church
11040 Baltimore Avenue Beltsville, MD 20704
301-937-4292 • www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

The Reverend Joseph M. Constant, Rector

Come and Join Us
Sunday Worship Schedule

7:45 a.m. – Quiet Service/Holy Eucharist 
9:15 a.m. - Family Service/Holy Eucharist

10:30 a.m. – Sunday School
11:15 a.m.- Full Service/Holy Eucharist

Sunday Nursery Care 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Worship Schedule
12:00 Noon – Healing Service/Holy Eucharist 

We are a beacon of Christ’s love  
offering Hospitality and sustenance  

to all on their Spiritual way.

First Baptist Church
of Beltsville (SBC)

4700 Odell Road Beltsville, MD 20705
301-937-7771

www.fbcbeltsville.org

Keith Holland, Pastor

Recorded Services are Available on 
YouTube by Searching for FBC Beltsville

Sundays:
*Sunday School for all ages 9:45 a.m.
*Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Adult Choir Practice 7:00 p.m.

Wednesdays:
Adult Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 p.m.
RA’s, GA’s, Mission Friends 7:00 p.m.
Youth Fellowship 7:00 p.m.

*Nursery provided for infants to 2 years old.

Register for Virtual Vacation Bible School 
by emailing churchoffice@fbcbeltsville.org 

or calling 301-937-7771.

Share Your  
News! 
Send your  

neighborhood news  
items to  

editorbvnews@gmail.com

Abiding Presence Lutheran Church 
10774 Rhode Island Avenue 

301-937-7646 

Sunday Worship:  9:30 a.m. 
Rev. Jongkil Na 

www.APLChurch.org 

Come and Join Us 
Located in the Beltsville Professional Center 

SPOT COLOR

of voting centers on the board of 
elections website. 

How Do I Drop off My 
Ballot?

Voters who prefer to drop off 
their ballots can do so at designat-
ed ballot drop-off locations from 
Thursday, May 21, 2020 through 
Tuesday, June 2, 2020. Go to 
www.elections.maryland.gov/
elections/2020/20_PP_Vote%20
Centers_and_Drop%20off%20
Locations.pdf to see the full list of 
drop-off locations on the board of 
elections website.

Contact Us
Please let us know if there are 

other issues you have questions 
or thoughts about. And, of course, 
feel free to be in touch if we can 
help you. Just email 21stDistrict-
Delegation@gmail.com or call 
301.858.3141.

ROSAPEPE
continued from page 8

veterans, military, and their fami-
lies. We commit ourselves to the 
ideal “Service Not Self.”

Speaking of service. Let’s hear 
it for Sandi Dutton, past national 
president of the American Legion 
Auxiliary and a Beltsville resi-
dent, who reached out to the Veter-
an’s hospitals and medical clinics 
regarding their personal protective 
equipment and found a need there. 
Dutton took it upon herself to 
contact some close by American 
Legion Auxiliary Units to solicit 
funds for face masks and sanitizer, 
and seven units responded very 
generously—Unit #66, Unit #135, 
Unit #136, Unit # 206, Unit # 
217, Unit # 268 and Unit # 275—
enabling ordering to begin. Thus 
far, 250 masks have been sent 
to Perry Point VAMC, 50 each 
to four VA medical clinics, with 
more to the homeless. Sanitizers 
are now on the way to the Health-
care for the Homeless. In times of 
need, we all must do whatever we 
can to ensure our safety and the 
safety of others.  

Let us pray for a vaccine soon 
to combat this horrible disease 
so we may once again meet our 
friends and families in compara-
tive safety while working for our 
veterans, our youth, and our com-
munities.

May God continue to bless you 
and yours as well as our military 
around the world as they strive for 
peace for all nations. 

VOLUNTEER
continued from page 13
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SERVICES

BELTSVILLE LAWNS - For all your 
lawn and landscaping needs. We are a 
full service, year around Beltsville busi-
ness. We offer: topsoil trimming, gutter 
cleaning, yard cleanups, mowing, thatch-
ing, aeration, flowerbed edging and much 
more. Call Javier 443-303-6166.    06/20

TAX RETURNS - For businesses/ 
individuals. Payrolls. Gerald Neumaier CPA. 
301-953-1341; 301-776-6545. gncpa@ 
verizon.net.  01/22

R&G CLEANING SERVICE - Small 
family owned business catering to you 
and your household needs. Friendly, reli-
able and trustworthy. Reasonable rates and 
flexible hours. Licensed and insured. Free 
estimate with appointment. Call Dolores 
at 301-442-5032 or 240-280-1451.   7/20

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL. 
Complete Clean Out - Garages, Homes, 
Construction Debris, etc. Licensed, 
insured, free estimates. Mike Smith 301-
346-0840.   07/20

 

TREE AND STUMP REMOVAL Prun-
ing, land clearing, contact Bob Berra, 301-
674-3770 or 301-384-4746.  12/22

RUSSELL’S TRIMLAWN AND  
LANDSCAPE SERVICES 

Commercial and Residential Mowing & 
Maintenance. Fall Cleanup, Gutter Clean-
ing, Leaf Cleanup, Seeding & Lawn Aeri-
ation. Mulching and Edging. Hedge Trim-
ming, Planting of Perennials and Annuals. 
Free Estimates. Work Guaranteed. Low 
Prices. Call 301-595-9344.   6/20

AGAPE FAMILY HEALTH CENTER  
10752 Rhode Island Avenue  

Beltsville, MD 20705 
301-479-1236 

www.VivianArtisMD.com 
Delivering “Care that Never Quits!” 

Open Monday through Friday  
and on Select Saturdays  

New Patients Welcomed! 
Sé Habla Español  06/20

FOR SALE

Ace Hardware 6 cu. ft. WHEELBAR-
ROW - New. Used twice. $44. Corrosion 
proof poly tray, steel nosepiece and under-
carriage, 16” pneumatic wheel, hardwood 
handles. Call Pat @ 301-937-3529 06/20

MULCH - Mulch Dyed $25 a cubic yard 
in brown or black playground chips $20 a 
cubic yard. Natural woodchip mulch $15 a 
cubic yard Bob 301-674-3770 (12/22)

FIREWOOD - Firewood $195 a cord 
delivered. Bonfire wood $225 for 3 cords 
delivered. Bob 301-674-3770 (12/22)

TOPSOIL - Topsoil Screened $25 a cubic 
yard. Bob 301-674-3770 (12/22)

HELP WANTED

DRIVER Position - PART TIME for 
Beltsville wholesale company. $14.00 hr. 
Hours fluctuate within Monday-Friday. 
Deliveries in the Washington metropolitan 
area. No CDL license required for our 17‘ 
box truck, the size of a small U-Haul truck. 
Good driving record is a must. Please do 
not apply if you need or want full time. 
MUST be dependable. MUST pass pre-
employment drug test and DOT exam. We 
pay for both. 301-937-4330 (06/20)

FOR RENT

Apartment in Burtonsville $1400  
monthly - One bedroom basement w/pri-
vate entrance. No Pets. No Smoking. No 
Drama. Utilities Included. Bob 301-674-
3770 (07/20)

Classifieds • Call 301-937-6796

Reach your Beltsville  
neighbors with a low-cost 

classified ad in The Beltsville 
News Call 301-937-6796

I PAY CASH FOR 

OLD RECORDS

Albums and 45s from 50s, 60s, 70s
Highest Prices Paid

Call Tom at (410) 533-1057

SPOT COLOR

301-641-1092

www.burtonsvillefuel.com

Donald V. Borgwardt
Funeral Home, P.A.

4400 Powder Mill Rd. Beltsville, MD 20705-2751

301-937-1707
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com

Cremation 
Service

Traditional 
Funerals
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Membership eligibility required. Contact us for details. 

Beltsville Branch
6985 Muirkirk Meadows Dr.
Beltsville, MD 20705

Bowie Branch
15201 Hall Rd. 
Bowie, MD 20721

Largo Branch
9201 Basil Court 
Largo, MD 20774

Upper Marlboro Branch
14741 Governor Oden Bowie Dr., RM-L210
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772

Federally insured by NCUA  

There is something about the concept of 
around-the-clock access that seems to 
add a little bit more security to your life. 
Now, call us anytime, from anywhere 
to speak with a live representative that 
is ready to answer your questions, help 
you apply for a loan or manage your 
account even in Spanish.

800.952.PGCU | 301.627.2666 | WWW.PRINCEGEORGESCFCU.ORG

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL!

NOW  
serving you 

24/7 
LIVE SUPPORT

AUTO &
PERSONAL

LOANS

CREDIT
CARDS

& MORE!

24/7

Great 
service  
just got 
better.  
Call us 
today!

SPOT COLOR


