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How Does the Beltsville Community Feel 
About Restaurants Reopening?
By Rick Bergmann

To say that this year has been 
like no other is an understatement. 
For most of us, we have never seen 
something like this in our lifetime. 
We took for granted the simple 
things like going to a movie the-
ater or play with friends, sitting in 
a classroom and learning, or going 
to a restaurant for a meal when we 
didn’t feel like cooking. As I sit 
here writing this article on July 14, 
I realized that we closed down the 
state of MD approximately 122 
days ago. Maryland, thankfully, 
has been one of the few states that 
is in good shape. We aren’t out of 
the woods yet, but we are doing 
better than most. 

We have begun slowly opening 
up businesses with caveats such as 
social distancing, wearing masks, 
etc…. When we began to open up, 
we asked members of our com-
munity how they felt about eating 
at a restaurant. The overwhelming 
majority (58%) stated that they are 

still not comfortable with eating at 
a restaurant and that they would 
be comfortable picking up only. 
Twenty percent felt comfortable 
eating outside only, 11% were not 
comfortable dining at restaurants 
at all, 5% felt they were comfort-
able eating inside at a restaurant, 

and 4% were only comfortable 
with delivery. As we continue to 
open up, please continue to be safe 
and follow the proper guidelines. 
You can see the actual numbers of 
the survey in the graph included 
with this article. 

Prince George’s 
County Schools 
Announces Its 
Fall Reopening 
Plan
By Rick Bergmann

On Wednesday, July 15, 
Prince George’s County 
Schools CEO Monica Gold-
son announced that schools 
in the county will do full-
time distance learning for 
the entire first semester of 
the 2020–2021 school year. 
This seems to line up with 
our polling at The Beltsville 
News where 77% of respon-
dents to a poll about school 
opening options wanted to 
remain in distance learning. 

The CEO explained in 
her letter to the community 
that, “When I was chosen to 
lead Prince George’s County 
Public Schools (PGCPS), 
I committed to putting our 
children first. Now, espe-
cially during these times, my 
focus on these core values 
remains the same.” She goes 
on to state that the decision 
was made in consultation 
with a number of stakehold-
ers such as parents, teach-
ers, administrators, and the 
PGCPS Reopening Task 
Force as well as community 
surveys. 

She promises that as 
they “work to enhance our 
distance learning model, 
we will provide more live 
instruction in addition to 
pre-recorded lessons. All 
students will be equipped 
with their own digital device 
to support our district-wide 
goal. We are also improv-
ing instructional supports for 
students, both individually 
and in small groups, in core 
subject areas and increasing 
access to social and emo-
tional learning opportuni-
ties.”

Dr. Goldson writes: “I 
understand that there is no 
perfect solution. Our next 
steps will be guided by 
our goal of protecting and 
enriching the entire PGCPS 
community. Please visit the 
Reopen PGCPS website for 
the latest information.”

Cub Pack 1031 Scouts Learning How to Meet Safely 
Cub Pack 1031 had its first in-

person meeting outside on July 11 
at Little Paint Branch Park doing a 
cleanup along the trail and work-
ing on finishing up requirements 
for a couple of our scouts. We took 

the time to talk about our new pro-
cedures, how far away is six feet, 
and why we wear masks to keep 
everyone safe. It is good “train-
ing” for how we will proceed in 
the fall. We are planning to go on 

a hike and a bike ride later this 
summer.

We collected trash along the 
trail and would like to gently 
encourage folks to not drop their 
tissues, paper towels and food 
wrappers in the park because our 
young Cub Scouts had to pick 
them up (while wearing nitrile 
gloves). We did not find a lot of 
trash and are grateful to all the 
regulars on the trail who have 
been helping keep it clean. 

We now can process new scouts 
and hope to meet and welcome 
new scouts to the pack. If you are 
interested in discovering the fun of 
Cub Scouts, please contact Regina 
Halper at Pack1031cubscouting@
gmail.com for more information. 
We will be meeting as we can this 
fall both online and most likely in 
the outdoors.

A reminder: if you have Cub 
Scout uniforms that you do not 
need, please contact Regina Halp-
er at the email above. The cost 
of Cub Scouting is going up, and 
sharing your uniforms will help 
cover the cost of participating for 
our families.

Graph showing community impressions about going to restaurants

Elizabeth and Michael B with their family and cousins learn Leave No 
Trace with hand signs.

By President Karen M. Coakley

Grow Your Business 
While Supporting 
Local Beltsville 
Community News! 

Business Owners Benefit from 
an Ad in the Beltsville News....

*Did you know The Beltsville 
News has a professional Graphic 
artist who will design your ad?

*Did you know if you have an 
existing ad in The Beltsville News 
that you would like updated or 
refreshed the graphic artist will do 
it for free?

*Did you know The Beltsville 
News offers color highlights for 
your ad?

*Did you know The Belts-
ville News is distributed to every 
household in Beltsville?

*Did you know that copies of 
the Beltsville News can be picked 
up at over 50 local business, 
MNCPPC community centers and 
recreation facilities?

*Did you know The Beltsville 
News has a website- www.belts-

ON THE AGENDA 
continues on page 2

Karen Coakley



Page 2  •  The BELTSVILLE NEWS  •  AUGUST 2020

villenewstoday.com and a Face-
book page- https:/www.facebook.
com/groups/BeltsvilleNews/  ??

*Did you know The Beltsville 
News is shared on Nextdoor.com 
reaching over 4,300 residents in 
and around Beltsville?

*Did you know The Beltsville 
News is an All-Volunteer news-
paper celebrating 68 years provid-
ing local news to Beltsville about 
Beltsville?

*The answer to all these ques-
tions is YES!

When you place an ad, you 
are helping The Beltsville News 
share information on local events 

from our schools, churches, non-
profits, and a variety of organiza-
tions. Programs for tiny tots to 
senior citizens, gardeners, sports 
fans, nature enthusiast and ani-
mal lovers to name a few. The 
Beltsville News is the Newslet-
ter for the Beltsville Citizen’s 
Association. Contact Ted Ladd to 
Grow Your Business today with an 
ad in the Beltsville News. Email 
Ted at tedladd02@aol.com or call 
301.937.6706.

COVID -19 Even as restaurants 
and stores begin to reopen, please 
remember we are in a pandemic. 
COVID-19 is highly spreadable, 
and our numbers are going up 
in Maryland. Please continue to 
social distance and wear a mask. 
Following these mandates will not 
only help keep you and your com-
munity members healthy, it will 
also help our local businesses. We 
will only be able to continue to 
re-open if our infection numbers 
continue to decline.  

The Census directly impacts 
funding for our community. Com-
plete the 2020 Census today! Call 
844.330.2020, no code needed. 
Your community is counting on 
you to complete the Census 2020! 
#pgcensus #proudtobecounted 
#onlytogether  

The Citizen’s Association will 
not meet in August ….for Com-
munity updates check:www.Belts-
villenewstoday.com or our Face-
book page https://www.facebook.
com/groups/BeltsvilleNews/

Please ....Support our local res-
taurants and Businesses. If you 
have a community concern, I can 
be reached at 301.937.3490 or 
karenmcoakley@msn.com if you 
would like to be added to the 
Beltsville Citizen’s Association 
email list

Share Your News! 
Send your article submissions to News Director  

Rick Bergmann at editorbvnews@gmail.com

Neighbors in the News

Beltsville Dental Care
John J. Moynihan, DDS, PA

10760 Rhode Island Ave.

301-937-4448
Visit us at beltsvilledentalcare.com

New  
Patients  
Welcome

PUBLISHED BY THE BELTSVILLE-VANSVILLE DISTRICT
CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATION INC.

News: Rick Bergmann, editorbvnews@gmail.com, 8 Center Street, Laurel, MD 
20723. Enclose self-addressed stamped envelope if photo is to be returned. 
Accepted material may be edited. Letters to the Editor on local topics are 
encouraged. Names may be withheld upon request.

Advertising:  
937-6796 Ted Ladd, 11722 Emack Rd., Beltsville 20705 • tedladd02@aol.com
 
Subscriptions: 
Send $15.00 to Carolyn Scarcia, 11007 Emack Rd., Beltsville 20705

Distribution:  937-7765 (other)  Carolyn Scarcia

Editor Emeritas: Sally Ehrle 

Staff Listings
Managing Editor/News Director: Rick Bergmann 

Advertising Manager: Ted Ladd	 Business Manager: Ted Ladd
Senior Copy Editor: Bryant Davis	 Circulation: Carolyn Scarcia

Supporting Staff Members: Jim Butcher, Ivy Christoffers, Karen Coakley,  
Bryant Davis, Rebecca Hutchings, Jason Inanga, Mariah McKenzie, Lynne Miller, 
Elizabeth Olson, and Nancy Thrush.

Circulation
14,000 copies published monthly; 10,000 mailed in the 20705 zip code (total 
saturation) and 4,000 pick up copies available at the Beltsville library, community 
center, selected stores, and churches.

Please join our Facebook page  
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/300944563420364/)  

and follow us at beltsville news on Instagram.
Check out our website: www.beltsvillenewstoday.com

Mobile Steam Car Detailing 
HAVE YOUR CAR STEAMED TODAY  

Have your car steam cleaned with our high temperature sys-
tem. A brighter shine and a fresh smell are guaranteed. The 
process eliminates odors while killing 99% of germs, viruses 
and bacteria. 

Servicing the Beltsville area for over 20 years. 

Veteran owned

Call today for an appointment 

240-375-5250

Your Song
By Rev. Dr. Jalene Chase

This is one of my favor-
ite songs by Eton John. It was 
recorded in January 1970 but 
not released until October 26 
that same year. When I watched 
the movie Rockman about Elton 
John’s life, I cried when this song 
was played. He wrote this song 
when he was finding and defining 
himself. During this time of self-
acknowledgement, self-discovery, 
and self-awareness, his friend and 
fellow songwriter was with him 
through it all. I realized that I cried 
because the pandemic has made 
me value the people around me in 
a profound way. When life as we 
knew it drastically changed, the 
true relationships went along with 
the change without missing a beat. 
These are the lyrics that move my 
spirit:

And you can tell everybody 
this is your song. It may be quite 

simple but now that it’s done, 
I hope you don’t mind, I hope 
you don’t mind that I put down 
in words, how wonderful life is 
while you’re in the world.

The world is experiencing three 
pandemics: health, injustice and 
economics. A pandemic is some-
thing that affects a wide range of 
people over a large geographic 
area. The world is that area. This 
is the time to take a step back and 
access what is really important; 
that is what will get us through. 
People across the globe have come 
up with creative ways to assist 
people in need. That level of car-
ing for others is healthy, just, and 
priceless. Things are different. 
Our eyes have been opened to the 
value of simple things, creation 
and tapestry of people that cover 
this earth. The biggest, brightest, 
fastest, newest, and flashiest are 
not what are sustaining us right 
now. The love and support of fam-
ily, good friends, and strangers are 
what makes the world wonder-
ful. My sister Shirlene, brother 

Tyron, and best friend Sonia come 
to mind. Appreciate your special 
people. Let them know with words 
on paper or from your heart how 
much they mean to you, borrow 
Elton John’s words to say to them, 
“how wonderful life is while 
you’re in the world.”

There are other special people 
in my life. The little people in 
my care, and the members of sev-
eral groups and associates. They 
make life wonderful too. One of 
those groups is the members of 
the church that I pastor. If you 
are looking for a place to connect 
during this time of physical dis-
tancing, join us. We meet virtually 
Sunday mornings at 10 am. The 
information can be found on our 
webpage, www.eumcbeltsville.
com, or our Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/groups/EUMC-
Beltsville/. Until next time:

Someone special
Owns a piece of your heart
Nothing tangle matters, just be
Grateful for their unconditional love

COAKLEY
continued from page 1
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Bonnie Bartel
301-343-8887

Call, Text or Email  
for an appointment

Bonsnobun@aol.com
Hair Design 

10800 Rhode Island Ave.
Beltsville, MD 20705

Will’s  
Decorating

5122 Baltimore Ave
Hyattsville,Md 20781

301-937-6100
www.decoratemaryland.com
Free Parking in our lot  

in the rear

Dear  
Friends,

We are happy to 
announce our new 

home at 5122  
Baltimore Ave.  
Hyattsville, MD.  
We will have all  
the products we 
carried for the  
last 55 years.  

Wallpapers, instock 
and special order, 
borders, flooring of 
all types, window-
coverings, fabrics, 

blinds and  
Benjamin Moore 

Paint. Our friendly 
advice is available 
7 days a week in 
person, via phone 

or by email. We 
offer free delivery 
on orders of $100 
or more. Our shop 
at home service is 

available on  
window coverings 

and we offer  
decorating advice 

for a fee. 

On behalf of my 
family we want to 
Thank you for the 

incredible support. 
There are no words 

to express how 
grateful we are. 

We hope you will 
continue to visit 
with us and let 

us help with your 
home projects.

Michael, Valerie  
& Bob

THANK  
YOU

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

OPEN   OPEN   OPEN   OPEN

OPEN   OPEN   OPEN   OPEN

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

O
PE

N
   

SPOT COLOR

The Crescent Nursery  
and Summer Program

Est. 1959

11723 Chilcoate Lane, Beltsville, MD
(301) 937-3133

Children 2-6 Years
and

Before/After School Program
Qualified staff. A caring environment. Specially 

planned programs. Snacks provided
OPEN ALL YEAR. ALL DAY

*ATTENTION PARENTS*
Now offering distant learning spaces for the upcoming year

CALL FOR INFORMATION

FAMILY OWNED

Brewer & Marshall, Inc. Opticians
10490 Baltimore Ave. • Beltsville, MD 20705

301-937-3677

Hours: Tues. & Wed. - 9am - 7pm 
 Thurs. & Fri. - 9am - 6pm
 Sat. - 10am - 2pm
 Sun. & Mon. - CLOSED

Karen M. Coakley

CHECK OUT THE 3D VIRTUAL TOURS  
OF MY HOMES LISTED BELOW:

Karen M. Coakley GRI
Your 110% Real Estate Agent!
301-741-7672 (cell)
240-295-6000 (office)

You know me . . .  
     I know Real Estate!

Honey Stop the Car!!
Welcome Home! 

Too many 
Upgrades to list! 

New price -  
Call for details

Residential Lot for your Dream Home! $99,500

Brick Beauty  
w/ Elevator! 

Walk in Tub & Generator 
are just a few of the  

upgrades in this home. 
$420,000

BELTSVILLE 
2 Acres of land zoned residential • ! $105,000

Historic Hyattsville: 
5 Bedrooms 3 Full Baths! 

Walk to restaurants, shops, 
and parks!
$585,000

Beltsville:  
Coming Soon! 

Cape Cod w/ 5 Bedroom 3 
Full Baths! Fireplace! Large 
Level Lot! MARC Train just 

around the corner! 

Beltsville Lot 16,500 sq. ft.  $110,000
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Obituaries

SPOT COLOR

Wood’s Flowers and Gifts

9223 Baltimore Ave. College Park, MD 20740
301-474-7000  |  woodsflowersandgifts@gmail.com

Family-owned and operated since 1938

Fresh Flowers  
Beautiful Roses • Cards
Plants • Dish Gardens  

Orchid Plants • Silk Flowers  
Stuffed Animals • Balloons

$5 off 
any local delivery or wire out 
order, with coupon, in store

Wood’s Flowers and Gifts

Send  
someone  
flowers  
today!

Ponton, Joan C. (86)
Joan Carol Ponton departed 

this world on June 20, 2020, after 
battling dementia for the last few 
years. She was the beloved wife 
of Patrick H. Ponton; mother of 
Patrick M. (Lynn), Cynthia (Ste-
phen), Joseph (Joyce), and Antho-

ny (Theresa); grandmother of 10; 
great-grandmother of 13; sister of 
Barbara Ross. There was a private 
burial, and a memorial celebration 
for Joan will be held at a later 
date for all to attend. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the 
Children’s Inn at NIH.

BCC Is “Purr”oud of Our Accomplishments
Beltsville Community Cats 

(BCC) is excited to share our 
key accomplishments since 
being established in March 
2019 as a program of Lau-
rel Cats. BCC’s mission is 
to sterilize free-roaming cats 
throughout Beltsville. Between 
March and December 2019, 
BCC spay/neutered 111 cats 
and placed 44 kittens in foster 
and/or adoptive homes. 

Even with COVID-19 and 
the recent 2-month ban on 
spay/neuter surgeries in Mary-
land, a small group of active 
BCC volunteers produced sig-
nificant results during the first 
half of 2020. BCC spayed/neu-
tered 116 cats and took 90 kit-
tens and 2 friendly cats off the 
streets. Some were placed in 
foster homes to be socialized, 
fixed, vaccinated, and placed 
in forever homes, and some 
were released to Laurel Cats 
and to no-kill rescue groups to 
be put through their adoptive 
processes. BCC still has over 

40 kittens in need of forever 
homes. Check out our Insta-
gram page (@beltsville_cats) or 
email hello@beltvillecats.net to 
inquire about kittens available 
for adoption. BCC also fed and 
monitored approximately 150 
cats in feral colonies at indus-
trial/commercial sites through-
out Beltsville and launched our 
website (https://www.beltsville-
cats.net).  

As a program of Laurel Cats, 
BCC received two small sub-
grants, one from the Maryland 

Department of Agriculture 
and one from Prince George’s 
County. However, BCC relies 
primarily on donations (mon-
ey, cat food, kitty litter, traps, 
etc.) from individuals and 
businesses to pay for spay/
neuter surgeries and vaccina-
tions, offset the cost of fos-
tering kittens, treat sick cats, 
and feed industrial/commercial 
colonies.  

Effective July 1, 2020, 
BCC split from Laurel Cats 

and began operating as a free-
standing, nonprofit organi-
zation. BCC is proud of its 
accomplishments and grateful 
to the dedicated volunteers who 
made these accomplishments 
possible. BCC can always use 
more volunteers. Email hel-
lo@beltsvillecats.net or call 
240.444.8353 to learn how you 
can get involved with our cause. 
Send donations to BCC, PO 
Box 942, Beltsville, MD 20704. 
All donations to BCC are tax 
deductible.

Kitty Post
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Tech Sense By John Bell

Encryption Tools
Last month’s column discussed encryp-

tion. This month, the column looks at tools 
used to encrypt data for everyday use. 
For example; the HTTPS Anywhere is a 
plug-in that be added to most web brows-
ers to make certain the secure, encrypted 
HTTPS protocol is used when viewing a 
website. The HTTPS protocol uses public 
encryption keys exchanged between the 
website and the browser. These keys and 
their private key counterparts allow a secret 
synchronous key to be exchanged and used 
to encrypt the data exchanged between the 
browser and web server. When a secure 
HTTPS connection has been made, the 
browser normally shows a lock or other 
symbol on the left of the address bar so the 
user knows the connection is secure.

Protecting Files
Sometimes it is important to protect 

an individual file. The free compression 
program 7-Zip can be used to create a zip 
archive where the files inside are encrypted 
and can only be decrypted if someone 
knows the password. This allows the file to 
be stored securely on your disk or sent to 
another person. Imagine the file is a spread-
sheet with Alice’s financial data that she 
needs to share with Bob, her accountant. 
Alice can send the file to Bob using email 
and then call Bob on the phone and give 

him the password to decrypt the file. Win-
Zip is a commercial product that supports 
the same encryption feature.

Protecting Email
Email is in general not secure. Modern 

email protocols provide a secure means to 
send messages between email servers and 
clients like Outlook. However, when email 
messages are stored on email servers the 
messages are frequently stored insecurely. 
The goal of secure email is to provide an 
envelope that can be read to know how to 
deliver the mail while protecting the con-
tents of the email message itself. This is 
where the Open PGP (“PGP” means pretty 
good privacy) standards come in. The Open 
PGP specifications allow a combination 
of asymmetric and symmetric keys to be 
used to encrypt email messages and files 
and send them securely through an insecure 
email system. The Gnu project has created 
the free GPG (Gnu Privacy Guard) imple-
mentation of the Open PGP specifications 
for Linux and Windows including plug-ins 
for Outlook, Firebird, and several other 
email clients.

Disk Encryption
Sometimes you need to encrypt an entire 

disk drive. Windows 10 Pro provides Bit-
Locker, but this isn’t available for Windows 

10 Home. The free and open source pro-
gram VeraCrypt regularly audits its soft-
ware to make certain there are no known 
and undocumented vulnerabilities. VeraC-
rypt encrypts data as it is written to the hard 
drive and dynamically decrypts the data as 
the drive is read. The drive can even be a 
bootable drive, a hidden volume, or a file 
container (like a zip file). Accessing the file 
system requires entry of the password. On 
a bootable disk the password is prompted 
during the boot process. If the drive is 
removed from the system, the data can’t be 
recovered without providing the password.

URLs
The following URLs are for the free 

and open source products discussed in this 
month’s column;

7-Zip https://www.7-zip.org

PGP https://gnupg.org

PGP4win https://www.gpg4win.org

VeraCrypt https://www.veracrypt.fr/en/
Home.html

Attacking our Right to  
Protect our Data

There are well established principals 
in the US Constitution for us to be able to 
“secure our personal papers and effects.” 
Encryption is the technology used to protect 
our data as we store it on disks and in files 

and when we transmit it over the Internet. 
Encryption technology is currently being 
attacked by those in our government.

The US Attorney General’s office is try-
ing to get vendors of secure applications 
that use encryption to weaken the encryp-
tion and provide back-doors so government 
organizations can access our private docu-
ments and communications. The EARN-
IT bill currently winding its way through 
Congress is attempting to force companies 
to weaken encryption technologies under 
the guise of protection against child por-
nography. 

The newly proposed “Lawful Access 
to Encrypted Data Act,” if enacted, would 
openly force manufacturers to compromise 
the security of the devices they manufacture 
and sell like phones, tablets, and personal 
computers by including back-doors into the 
security of the devices. These lawmakers do 
not seem to understand that if you provide 
a back-door for the government, it won’t be 
long until that back-door is open to every-
one. It has been clearly shown by the over-
whelming majority of security researchers 
that providing back-doors will severely 
reduce our ability to protect our personal 
information and privacy. Please reach out to 
your representatives and ask them to protect 
our privacy.
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Tax Relief for Renters
If a renter is over age 60 and 

has less than $200,000 in assets, 
the renter is eligible to receive a 
tax credit of up to $1,000. Also, 
Prince George’s County gives an 
additional credit of 50% of the 
state credit, so the maximum credit 
in Prince George’s is $1,500. The 
renters must be living in a build-
ing where the owner is paying real 
estate taxes (i.e. not a government 
owned building). The deadline for 
filing is September 1, 2020. The 
application and instructions are on 
the Department of Assessments 
website or call 410.767.5915.

Visiting Assi  
Fabricators in Beltsville

One evening in July, I stopped 
by Assi Fabricators—granite, 
quartz, and solid surface—in 

Beltsville, where the night shift 
team was working on kitchen 
countertops. They were keeping a 
safe distance from each other and 
working hard.

Virus Testing in Our 
Community!

For months, we’ve been fight-
ing to expand virus testing to 

serve all of our constituents. 
Finally, the state, the county, 
and private providers are offer-
ing testing on demand. To see 
nearby testing facilities, go to the 
Prince George’s County Health 
Department website and click on 
the test site locator. 

Testing is important for each 
of our families and for our whole 
community. It’s about our physi-
cal health and about our eco-
nomic health. For our children to 
go back to school safely, and for 
all of us to go back to work sites 
safely, we need to make sure that 
we are not exposing ourselves or 

others to the virus. 

State Aid for Eviction 
Prevention Assistance 

Since the beginning of the 
pandemic, as many as 20% of 
households are behind on rental 
or utility payments. So, the state 
announced $30 million in funding 
for eviction prevention assistance. 
If you or someone you know is 
facing eviction because of the 
pandemic, we can help connect 
you with the right program. 

Do You or Friends Need 
Help Getting Unemploy-
ment Benefits?

If you have still not gotten your 
unemployment insurance, please 
let us know. Email us at 21stdis-
trictdelegation@gmail.com. Or 
call 301.858.3141. We will con-
tact the right people in the Depart-

SPOT COLOR

NIMEL MENTAL HEALTH
“path to a brighter future”

6215 Greenbelt Rd #107
Berwyn Heights MD 20740
Office: 301-272-1558

Has the pandemic impacted your emotional health? 
We are here for support  

Call today for an appointment!!!

• Medication management * Trauma * PTSD * Anxiety 
• Counseling/Therapy * Depression * mood disorders 
• Medical Marijuana *Suboxone *ADHD *Postpartum depression
• DUI * Court order * Substance abuse * Dementia etc

We accept (United healthcare, Cigna, Aetna,  
Carefirst Bluecross Blueshield, Medicaid)

We Provide Psychiatry and Counseling therapy for all ages

Email: info@nimelmentalhealthllc.com
Web: nimelmentalhealthllc.com

Rosapepe’s Report to Beltsville

CALL JOHN  
THE PLUMBER

Drain cleaning & sewer line inspections,  
expert plumbing, gas line repair,  

water heater repair or replacement, 
sump pump replacement and faucet 

repair or replacement. 

Licensed in Montgomery, 
Prince George’s and  

Howard Counties and 
Washington, D.C.

John the Plumber
301-678-9998
800-344-8584

$20
Flu Vaccine

 Russell’s Trimlawn & Landscape
Commerical & Residential

• MOWING & MAINTENANCE
• Trimming & Pruning
• Grading & Sodding
• Planting: Perennials & Annuals

• FALL & SPRING CLEAN-UP
• Seeding & Lawn Aeration
• Edging
• Mulching

(301) 595-9344
Free Estimates

Guaranteed • Low Prices

Great Offer!
When you service  
annually! Pay for 2  

lawn cuts, 3rd Free!
(1 time Only)

50% OFF GARAGE DOOR INSPECTIONS

 Low Monthly Payments FREE Estimates*

Need Repair Work?

www.mychampionhome.com

ROOFS • DECKS • GUTTERS • SIDING • WINDOWS
ROOF INSPECTIONS WITH GUTTER CLEANING

75% OFF GARAGE 
DOOR INSPECTIONS

Senior 
Discounts

301-277-7200

Senator Rosapepe visits Assi Fabricators.

ROSAPEPE 
continues on page 10

The Beltsville-Adelphi Boys and Girls Club 
Suspends All Fall Activities
By Rick Bergmann

The Beltsville-Adelphi Boys 
and Girls Club, in conjunction 
with the Prince George’s County 
Boys and Girls Club (PGCBGC), 
announced on July 16 that they 
were suspending all activities until 
at least December 1, 2020, in 

response to the current health pan-
demic. This means there will be 
no fall sports such as football, soc-
cer, and cheerleading. PGCBGC 
President Rian Jackson said in the 
release “we hope to resume activi-
ties as soon as it becomes safe for 
our players, their families, and 
volunteer staff.”
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Tough Times Inspire New Ways of Service
By Ivy Christoffers

With all the planned events 
being cancelled by the COVID 19 
spreading over our country, many 
innovative and imaginative meth-
ods have been devised to continue 
serving our precious veterans. 
One of these has been making 
monthly videos for Charlotte Hall 

Veterans Home by a very talented 
and beautiful young lady named 
Grace Dillon, a Maryland native 
who is attending college in Ohio. 
When Sandi Dutton, past national 
president of the American Legion 
Auxiliary who lives in Beltsville, 
inquired of the veteran’s home 
how we could assist them during 
these trying times, they requested 

something positive and entertain-
ing for the veterans living there. 
Rusty Beeg, a past department 
president who lives in Lanham, 
approached her granddaughter, 
Miss Dillon. and requested her 
cooperation in fulfilling this need. 
Grace was happy to oblige and 
has produced three such videos 
thus far. These include her sing-
ing beautiful songs, telling stories, 
and commemorating certain mili-
tary dates and pertinent facts that 
pertain to that month. They are 
professionally produced and beau-
tiful to see. If you would like to 
check one out, go to the following 
for the July video: https://youtu.
be/2SO2tJ27COk. It is Awesome! 
Grace has been a member of the 
American Legion Auxiliary since 
her birth. We are tremendously 
proud of this very talented young 
lady.

For those who are not aware, 
College Park Legion Post # 217 is 
once again open for business from 
12 noon–8 pm daily, though prac-
ticing the safety measures of wear-
ing masks and socially distancing. 
Lunches are served on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, and every 
other Saturday. Due to the serious 
illness of longtime chef Brian, a 
new chef has been hired, so come 
out and see what magic he can 
dish up for you. Our post home 
is undergoing a total remodeling, 
and it is going to be even warmer 
and more welcoming than usual. 

A few inquiries have come 
in regarding the youth programs 
we usually hold every year and 
have regretfully had to cancel this 

AREA EVENTS

Please contact the individual facilities 
regarding late changes or updates to 
hours of operations, especially during 
holidays and inclement weather.

NATIONAL WILDLIFE VISITOR 
CENTER 

TRAILS AND GROUNDS ARE OPEN!
Social distancing is required. Be 
sure to take plenty of water with 
you. Great for walks and photographic 
opportunities.  Address: 10901 Scarlet 
Tanager Loop, Laurel, MD 20708. The 
entrance is accessed from Powder Mill 
Rd. between the Baltimore–Washington 
Pkwy. and Rt. 197. Regular hours of 
operation for the trails and grounds 
are: Open daily from sunrise to sun-
set, except for federal holidays. Free 
admission.

VISITOR CENTER
The building is closed, but staff mem-
bers are at work. Contact the Visitor 
Center for information about updated 
hours of operation. Main phone: 
301.497.5772. Join our e-mail list 
by contacting timothy_parker@fws.
gov. For future volunteer training (ages 
18 and up), contact Diana Ogilvie at 
301.497.5565 or Diana_Ogilvie@fws.
gov.

BELTSVILLE EVENTS

Please contact the individual facilities 
regarding late changes or updates to 
hours of operations, especially during 
holidays and inclement weather.

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL 
LIBRARY (NAL)
The library is located at 10301 Balti-
more Ave., near Sunnyside Ave. Main 
phone number: 301.504.5755. NAL 
is on Twitter at http://twitter.com/#!/
National_Ag_Lib. See NAL.USDA.gov/
visit-library for more information.

NOW ONLINE: SMALL GARDENS 
EXHIBIT
Publications on different types of small 
gardens—such as victory gardens, 

school gardens, and the historical 
Subsistence Homestead program—are 
featured in the National Agricultural 
Library’s digital exhibit, Small Agricul-
ture. See www.NAL.USDA.gov/exhibits/
ipd/small/about.

BELTSVILLE LIBRARY
Address: 4319 Sellman Rd., Beltsville, 
next to the police station. Main phone 
number: 301.937.0294. Visit our 
library system website at www.pgcmls.
info to use our online library services 
and for more information. Book drops 
are now open and curbside service is 
available. For more information go to 
https://www.pgcmls.info/reopening.

NOW ONLINE: SUMMER AT YOUR 
LIBRARY

The Nationals baseball team and PGC-
MLS are partnering to present Imagine 
Your Story, a virtual Summer @ Your 
Library program for all ages that will 
run through Friday, August 21. Imagine 
Your Story is the first online-only sum-
mer reading and engagement program 
in the history of the Prince George’s 
County Memorial Library System, 
ensuring that all Prince Georgians can 
safely engage with the Library and our 
beloved hometown baseball team as 
the community recovers from the pub-
lic health emergency.
More than a traditional summer read-
ing program, Summer @ Your Library 
encourages children, teens, and 
adults to read 30 minutes each day, 
attend virtual programs (from yoga and 
puppet shows to musical performances 
and read-alouds), explore the wide 
range of streaming movies and music 
in the 85+ online library resources, 
and participate in interactive social 
media challenges.    

Club News
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Calendar of Events
Please check with individual facilities for current updates. Admission requirements may be 
instituted, and regular hours of operation are subject to change. 

Limited to 1 item; Limited to 1
coupon per customer; Not eligible
on sale items; Limited to in-stock

items only; in-store use only;
Must be presented to cashier

at time of payment to redeem;
Cannot be combined with other

sales, discounts, or coupons.
VALID ALL OF AUG. 2020

Enjoy the benefits of superfoods! Check out our
NATURAL VITAMINS

Now with an online store. Visit,

and click on “Shop”. Working to help you find
resources to keep living well.

W W W . L I V I N G W E L L A B C . C O M

LivingWell is your source for
Vegan & Vegetarian Foods

Natural Care & Beauty
Vitamins & Supplements

Christian Gifts & Decor
Christian Media

Healthy Vegan Smoothies

12004 CHERRY HILL ROAD, SILVER SPRING, MD 20904
WWW.LIVINGWELLABC.COM  |  301-572-0700

SUN: 9 AM - 6 PM | M-TH: 9 AM - 9 PM | FRI: 9 AM - 3 PM | SAT: CLOSED

20% OFF
ONE ITEM AT
LIVINGWELL

Spicknall’s Farm Market
Corn Picked Daily

Homegrown 
Watermelon • Cantaloupes 

Beans • Squash • Peppers & More

Local 
Peaches and Nectarines

Coming Soon 
Local Honeycrisp Apples

Open Daily at 8:30 a.m. 
12011 Old Gunpowder Rd.  

Beltsville, MD • 301.937.8288

TOUGH TIMES 
continues on page 10
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5Th Coronavirus Edition
District 1 Office Update 

In July, the county council dis-
cussed CB-48-2020, a bill that 
would place a charter amendment 
question on the November bal-
lot to change the Homestead Tax 
Credit Cap to 10% from the less-
er of 5% or the Consumer Price 
Index (usually 2-3%). The council 
will have heard the bill on July 
21, so you will know the decision 
by now. 

I opposed the charter amend-
ment in committee with my coun-
cil colleagues Jolene Ivey (D-5) 
and Monique Anderson-Walker 
(D-8). Together, we hosted a town 
hall on CB-48-2020.  You can 
view materials from that town 
hall at https://bit.ly/CB-48-2020_
Town_Hall_Materials. 

My opposition was based on 
multiple reasons. CB-48-2020 was 
rushed at the last minute, had mis-
leading language, and is not the 
right policy during a pandemic. In 
addition, our homeowners already 
pay the highest tax rate of any 
county in the state, and the county 
does not face the level of struc-
tural deficit that proponents claim. 

Depending on what happened 
on July 21, I will follow up in next 
month’s edition.

Coronavirus Update 
The county has multiple COV-

ID-19 testing sites. Sites can 
accommodate those in vehicles 
or on foot; you do not need health 
insurance to get tested. To sched-
ule an appointment, please call 
301.883.6627.

For the latest updates, coun-
ty residents  can visit the County 
Health Department’s dedicated 
coronavirus web page:  https://
tinyurl.com/PGCcoronavirus. If 
you have any questions or con-
cerns, you may also call the Prince 

George’s County Health Depart-
ment coronavirus hotline at (301) 
883-6627 to receive updated infor-
mation about the coronavirus dis-
ease. Information will be updated 
as it becomes available.

Tea Time with Tom 
Join me bi-weekly for a late 

afternoon virtual conversation 
from 4 to 5 pm via Zoom. We 
discuss a wide range of topics and 
answer questions you submit. You 
must RSVP to join. You can RSVP 
and submit questions at bit.ly/Tea-
Time-With-Dernoga. The August 
dates are Friday, August 7 and 21.

STEM Experience  
Summer Camp

The 2020 Prince George’s 
Community College-AIE—STEM 
Experience Summer Camp is a 
one week STEM Experience sum-
mer camp that will provide age-
appropriate learning opportunities 
for middle school students to be 
exposed to a standards-based and 
organized curriculum promoting 
science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics concepts and 
Next Generation Science Stan-
dards adopted by the Maryland 

State Department of Education 
(MSDE). Learn more and how to 
register your scholar at https://bit.
ly/PGCC_STEM_CAMP. 

Book Drop Available 
Book drops are now open and 

accepting returns of library mate-
rials at all branches. Customers 
can begin to place new holds on 
materials beginning on Monday, 
July 20, by calling Ask a Librarian 
240.455.5451. Phase 1 (curbside 
service) begins on Tuesday, July 
21.

Customers will receive an 
email notice when holds are ready 
for pickup that will direct to the 
curbside service booking system.

Beltsville Development 
to Watch

As our community continues to 

IF IT'S  
REAL ESTATE, 
IT'S  
ROBERTA!!

E-mail: robertayaklich@gmail.com • Office: 800-913-4326

ROBERTA 
301-937-3124
Experienced, Reputable • Distinguished Sales Club 

Full time professional • CRS, GRI, SFR • Associate Broker

TAYLOR PROPERTIES  
WELCOMES  
ROBERTA  

TO THEIR COMPANY!

175 Admiral Cochrane Dr. Suite 112 Annapolis, MD 21401

SPOT COLOR

St. Joseph Catholic Church
www.stjosephbeltsville.org
Pastor: Father Andrew Wakefield

Masses: Please contact  
parish office for schedule

St. Joseph’s Regional Catholic School 
www.stjosrcs.org 

Principal: Dr. Janine Bertolotti

11007 Montgomery Road
Beltsville, MD 20705
301-937-7183

Beltsville News 
CHURCH DIRECTORY

Abiding Presence Lutheran Church 
10774 Rhode Island Avenue 

301-937-7646 

Sunday Worship:  9:30 a.m. 
Rev. Jongkil Na 

www.APLChurch.org 

Come and Join Us 
Located in the Beltsville Professional Center 

Share Your 
News!

Send your  
neighborhood news items  

to tedladd02@aol.com.

From the Office of Councilmember Tom Dernoga

DERNOGA 
continues on page 10
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Beltsville News CHURCH DIRECTORY

St. John’s Episcopal/Anglican Church
11040 Baltimore Avenue Beltsville, MD 20704
301-937-4292 • www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

The Reverend Joseph M. Constant, Rector

Come and Join Us
Sunday Worship Schedule

7:45 a.m. – Quiet Service/Holy Eucharist 
9:15 a.m. - Family Service/Holy Eucharist

10:30 a.m. – Sunday School
11:15 a.m.- Full Service/Holy Eucharist

Sunday Nursery Care 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Worship Schedule
12:00 Noon – Healing Service/Holy Eucharist 

We are a beacon of Christ’s love  
offering Hospitality and sustenance  

to all on their Spiritual way.

First Baptist Church
of Beltsville (SBC)

4700 Odell Road  
Beltsville, MD 20705

301-937-7771
www.fbcbeltsville.org

Keith Holland, Pastor

Recorded Services are 
Available on YouTube by 

Searching for FBC Beltsville
Sundays:

*Sunday School for all ages 9:45 a.m.
*Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Adult Choir Practice 7:00 p.m.

Wednesdays:
Adult Bible Study & Prayer  7:00 p.m.
RA’s, GA’s, Mission Friends 7:00 p.m.
Youth Fellowship 7:00 p.m.

*Nursery provided for infants to 2 years old.

WORSHIP SERVICE

EVERY SUNDAY | 11AM

1251 1  OLD GUNPOWDER SPUR RD
BELTSVILLE,  MARYLAND 20705
301 .498 .6006 |  CROSSCREEKAC.COM

Join Us 
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grow, we will keep you updated 
on upcoming District 1 projects. 
Please note: once a zoning appli-
cation has been filed, State Public 
Ethics law prohibits the Council-
member from discussing the case; 
however; you may contact Chief 
of Staff Michelle García at mjgar-
cia@co.pg. md.us with questions 
or to request a list of the most 
current Beltsville development 
information. 

At 11300 Baltimore Avenue, 
Beltsville, MD 20705, a detailed 
site plan for a 7-11 at the Behnke 
property will be submitted to the 
Development Review Division 
of the Maryland-National Capital 
Park and Planning Commission 
(M-NCPPC). 

If you wish to become a Person 
of Record to this application, you 
may submit your request online at 
http://www.pgplanning.org/1589/
Becoming-a-Person-of-Record or 
by written request to the Devel-
opment Review Division of the 
Maryland-National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission, 14741 
Governor Oden Bowie Drive, 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772. 
Please reference the pre-applica-
tion number and the name of proj-
ect in your request. At this time 
no government has reviewed the 
application. After the application 
has been filed, you may contact 
the M-NCPPC at 301.952.2530.

Please keep in touch! Email us 
at councildistrict1@co.pg.md.us 
or call 301.952.3887. Se habla 
Español. Follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram: @Tom-
DernogaD1.

DERNOGA
continued from page 9

Share Your News! 
Send your article submissions to News Director  

Rick Bergmann at editorbvnews@gmail.com

ment of Labor and do everything 
we can to get your money ASAP.

Contact Us
Please let me know if there are 

other issues you have questions 
or thoughts about. And, of course, 
feel free to be in touch if I can 
help you. Just email 21stDistrict-
Delegation@gmail.com or call 
301.858.3141.

ROSAPEPE
continued from page 6

year, such as Girls State and Boys 
State, which have been held year-
ly in June just following the close 
of schools. Let us hope we can 
resume these programs in 2021 
as well as all the rest of our other 
programs. 

As we continue to try to figure 
out what our new normal should 
or could be, let us strive to be as 
safe as possible while we seek 
God’s blessing on our great coun-
try. Let us keep our brave troops 
in our hearts and prayers.

TOUGH TIMES
continued from page 8
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SERVICES

BELTSVILLE LAWNS - For all your 
lawn and landscaping needs. We are a 
full service, year around Beltsville busi-
ness. We offer: topsoil trimming, gutter 
cleaning, yard cleanups, mowing, thatch-
ing, aeration, flowerbed edging and much 
more. Call Javier 443-303-6166.  10/20

TAX RETURNS - For businesses/ 
individuals. Payrolls. Gerald Neumaier CPA. 
301-953-1341; 301-776-6545. gncpa@ 
verizon.net.  01/22

R&G CLEANING SERVICE - Small 
family owned business catering to you 
and your household needs. Friendly, reli-
able and trustworthy. Reasonable rates and 
flexible hours. Licensed and insured. Free 
estimate with appointment. Call Dolores 
at 301-442-5032 or 240-280-1451.   12/20

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL. 
Complete Clean Out - Garages, Homes, 
Construction Debris, etc. Licensed, 
insured, free estimates. Mike Smith 301-
346-0840.   07/21

 
TREE AND STUMP REMOVAL Prun-
ing, land clearing, contact Bob Berra, 301-
674-3770 or 301-384-4746.  12/22

RUSSELL’S TRIMLAWN AND  
LANDSCAPE SERVICES 

Commercial and Residential Mowing & 
Maintenance. Fall Cleanup, Gutter Clean-
ing, Leaf Cleanup, Seeding & Lawn Aeri-
ation. Mulching and Edging. Hedge Trim-
ming, Planting of Perennials and Annuals. 
Free Estimates. Work Guaranteed. Low 
Prices. Call 301-595-9344.   10/20

FOR SALE

MULCH - Mulch Dyed $25 a cubic yard 
in brown or black playground chips $20 a 
cubic yard. Natural woodchip mulch $15 a 
cubic yard Bob 301-674-3770 (12/22)

FIREWOOD - Firewood $195 a cord 
delivered. Bonfire wood $225 for 3 cords 
delivered. Bob 301-674-3770 (12/22)

TOPSOIL - Topsoil Screened $25 a cubic 
yard. Bob 301-674-3770 (12/22)

HELP WANTED

DRIVER POSITION – PART TIME for 
Beltsville wholesale company. $14.00 hr. 
Hours fluctuate within Monday-Friday, 
daytime hours only. Deliveries in the 
Washington metropolitan area. No CDL 
license required for our 17’ box truck, the 
size of a small U-Haul truck. Good driv-
ing record is a must. Please do not apply 
if you need or want full time. MUST be 
dependable. MUST pass pre-employment 
drug test and DOT exam. We pay for both. 
301-937-4330

Classifieds • Call 301-937-6796

Reach your  
Beltsville  

neighbors with 
a low-cost 

classified ad in  
The Beltsville 

News
Call  

301-937-6796

I PAY CASH FOR 

OLD RECORDS

Albums and 45s from 50s, 60s, 70s
Highest Prices Paid

Call Tom at (410) 533-1057

SPOT COLOR

301-641-1092

www.burtonsvillefuel.com

Donald V. Borgwardt
Funeral Home, P.A.

4400 Powder Mill Rd. Beltsville, MD 20705-2751

301-937-1707
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com

Cremation 
Service

Traditional 
Funerals
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