
Mothers’ Morning Out 
Preschool Program

You can register your 2 or 3 
yr old for two mornings a week 
of learning, Bible stories, crafts 
and playtime in a loving Chris-
tian environment with experienced 
teachers. Classes are Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
at First Baptist Church of Belts-
ville, 4700 Odell Rd, Beltsville, 
MD 20705. Child must be 2 or 3 
by Sept. 1, 2015. Potty training 
is not required. Registration fees 
are $80.00/child with low monthly 
tuition costs for September-May. 
We will be accepting registrations 
for Fall 2015 starting May 4th. 
For more information call 301-
937-7771.

Shrimp Feast at the 
College Park Moose 
Lodge #453

Sun., June 7, is the date for the 
All-You-Can-Eat Shrimp Feast 
at the College Park Moose Lodge 
#453. Menu items will include:  
Steamed shrimp, hot dogs, hush 
puppies, coleslaw, baked beans, 
corn on the cob and ice cream 
sandwiches and will be served 
from 2-5pm. Tickets are $22 per 
person and must be purchased in 
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by President Karen M. Coakley

District 21 legislative update 
for 2015. Mon., June 1st at 7pm. 
Martin Luther King Middle 
School. If you have a specific 
question or concern for Senator 
Roaspepe, Delegates Frush, Pena 
Melnyk, or Barnes please forward 
to me by May 25th

Coffee with COPS: Thu., June 
4th 1pm. at the Laurel Senior 
Center 7120 Contee Road, Lau-
rel, Maryland. The first Thu. of 
every month Cpl. Hibbert, from 
our very own District VI COPS 
unit, host a coffee with our seniors 
meeting. During these meetings 
various guest speakers come and 
share with us awesome informa-
tion. Please share this information 
with your neighbors and friends 
and come out join us for Coffee 
with COPS! WSSC will be the 
guest speaker at the June 4th Cof-
fee.

SUMMER SAFETY TIPS:  
Going to be away have someone 
pick up your mail, newspapers 
and cut your grass. Leave lights on 
timers inside your home. 

If you have a community con-
cern that you would like to discuss 
at a future meeting please contact 
me at karenmcoakley@msn.com 
or 301.937.3490.

S.H.A.R.E. program at St. John’s Episcopal Church
S.H.A.R.E. stands for “Self 

Help and Resource Exchange.” 
The Program is a ministry that 
is supported by a discounted 
food bank in Prince George’s 
County and by financial gifts 
from St. John’s own parishio-
ners. It serves mainly persons 
and families who are participat-
ing in the county’s Transitional 
Housing Program. These clients 
can purchase a box of food to 
help supplement items bought 
at a grocery and pick this food 
up at St. John’s. Some boxes are 
delivered directly to the partici-
pants of the Transition Housing 
Program. Parishioners can buy 
(i.e. donate) a whole box of 
food that is distributed to those 
in need. 

Boxes of Food cost $20 but 
the value is between $40 and 
$50. The monthly menus offer 
quality food items such as, 
frozen protein, fresh produce, 
pasta, rice, beans and occasion-
ally a dessert item. Residents 
wishing to purchase items can 
pay in advance or at the time of 
pickup. Many payment options 
such as cash, money orders, 
debit or credit cards and EBT 
are accepted. For more informa-
tion you can contact them at 
stjohnsbeltsville@verizon.net or 
call 240.256.0182. St. John’s is 
located at the corner of Powder 
Mill Road and Rte. 1 (11040 
Baltimore Ave, Beltsville, MD 
20705).The S.H.A.R.E. program at St. John’s provides food to local residents.

Pack 1031 Arrow of Light Scouts Bridge over to Boy Scouts  
On Mon., Apr. 27th, three 

Arrow of Light Scouts from Cub 
Pack 1031 were presented their 
Arrow of Light Award at a Cross-
over ceremony at the Beltsville 
Community Center campfire pit. 
For the first time in three years 
the pack was actually able to do 
the ceremony outside. The Webe-
los “fire” and the Arrow of Light 
was used to demonstrate to family 
and fellow scouts the Cub Scout 
progression and meaning of the 
Arrow of Light.  We also took 
the opportunity to retire the very 
worn Pack 1031 American flag at 
the beginning of the event with all 

Arrow of Light scouts Michael G., James M., and Kacey T. bring in the flags 
at the Pack 1031 flag retirement and Arrow of Light ceremony.

SCOUTING NEWS 
continues on page 6

Local Residents Answer Call to Service in FEMA Corps
WASHINGTON — Gerald 

McFadden, of Washington, D.C., 
Ja’Lees Shirk of Lanham, Md., 
Margaret Craig of Annan-
dale, Va., and Sylvia 
Aklikokou of Belts-
ville, Md. recently 
began 10-month 
terms of national 
service in FEMA 
Corps, an Ameri-
Corps National 
Civilian Commu-
nity Corps (NCCC) 
program.  FEMA Corps 
provides a boost to the nation’s 
ability to assist disaster survivors 
while expanding career opportu-
nities for young people ages 18 

to 24. Based out of the Pacific 
Region campus in Sacramento, 

Calif., McFadden, Shirk, Craig, 
and Aklikokou began 

their first project the 
week of March 24.

During their 
10-month terms 
of service, 
McFadden, 21, 
Shirk, 18, Craig, 

23, and Aklikok-
ou, 22, will assist 

citizens and com-
munities that have been 

impacted by disasters, as well 
as provide administrative and 
logistical support to the nation’s 
emergency management system.   

Since the program launched in 
Fall 2012, FEMA Corps has 
assisted with a variety of declared 
disasters, including Hurricane 
Sandy, 2013’s historic flooding in 
Colorado, severe storms in Min-
nesota, tornadoes in Oklahoma, 
the fertilizer plant explosion 
in West, Texas, and coordinat-
ing humanitarian aid during last 
year’s influx of unaccompanied 
children along the southern U.S. 
border, among many others.

Serving on teams of 10 to 12 
people, FEMA Corps members 
both travel to disaster-affected 
communities and support longer-

FEMA 
continues on page 2
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term recovery operations across 
the country. Projects range from 
helping disaster survivors apply 
for FEMA assistance to mapping 
of disaster-stricken areas to shar-
ing disaster preparedness and miti-
gation information with the public.

They arrived at the Ameri-
Corps NCCC Pacific Region 
campus on Feb. 24th and com-
pleted four weeks of specialized 
training in teamwork, leadership 

development, communication, 
service learning, and emergency 
management.  They will serve on 
several projects in various loca-
tions throughout the United States 
depending on where a disaster 
strikes. 

Prior to joining FEMA Corps, 
McFadden graduated from Free-
stone ChalleNGe Academy.  
McFadden said, “I chose a term 
of national service because it is a 
great experience serving in Ameri-
Corps NCCC and giving back to 
others.” Gerald is the son of Jackie 

McFadden.
Prior to joining FEMA Corps, 

Shirk graduated from Bladensburg 
High School in 2014.  Shirk said, 
“I chose a term of national service 
for new experiences.” Ja’Lees is 
the daughter of Cathy Mack.

Prior to joining FEMA Corps, 
Craig graduated from Annandale 
High School in 2010 and East 
Carolina University in 2014 with a 
degree in English and Communi-
cation.  Craig said, “I chose a term 
of national service because I am 
interested in this type of work.” 
Margaret is the daughter of Mike 
and Sue Ann Craig.

Prior to joining FEMA Corps, 
Aklikokou graduated from High 
Point High School in 2010 and 
Salisbury University in 2014 with 
a degree in International Business.  
Aklikokou said, “Beginning my 
service through Student United 
Way, I wanted to continue my 
service on a national level, which 
is why I joined FEMA Corps.” 
Sylvia is the daughter of Ayawo 
and Ayewa Aklikokou.

After completing 1,700 hours 
of service, FEMA Corps mem-
bers will receive a $5,730 Segal 
AmeriCorps Education Award to 
pay for tuition or student loans.  
FEMA Corps operates out of five 
regional NCCC campuses: Sac-
ramento, Calif.; Denver, Colo.; 
Vinton, Iowa; Baltimore, Md.; 
and, Vicksburg, Miss., but deploys 
teams nationally wherever the 
disaster-related need is the great-
est.  Applications will be accepted 
through Oct. 1, 2015, for those 
who would like to serve in FEMA 
Corps beginning in early 2016. For 
more information about FEMA 
Corps or AmeriCorps NCCC, or 
to apply online, visit www.nation-
alservice.gov.
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Beltsville Dental Care
John J. Moynihan, DDS, PA

10760 Rhode Island Ave.

301-937-4448
Visit us at beltsvilledentalcare.com

New  
Patients  
Welcome

335 Main Street
Laurel, MD 20707

301-937-1904 • Fax 301-937-9583
beltsville@minutemanpress.com

www.beltsville.minutemanpress.com

Business Cards • Letterheads • Envelopes
Brochures • Color Copies • Mailing Services

Forms • Large Format Plans

The combination of the quality that you associate with 
a large commercial printer and the convenience you 

enjoy with a quick printer.

Hours: Monday - Friday
8:30 am - 5:30 pm

We’ve Moved to..

Last month we ran the wonderful poem Mother. We accidentally left off the Poet’s name. Mother was writ-
ten by local Poet Ingeborg Carsten-Miller. We apologize for the omission.

Sincerely,
Rick

The Greater Beltsville Business Association
Greater Beltsville Business 

Association is making a difference 
in the community by improving 
relations, raising funds, and offer-
ing awareness through its advoca-
cy relations with local Representa-
tives. GBBA sang an impromptu 
Happy Birthday to Senator Rosa-
pepe when he came out on his 
birthday to give us the Legislative 
Recap at the May breakfast at 

Cross Creek. Then it got a little 
more serious-there are several top-
ics to follow up on and GBBA 
looks forward to being involved 
and being a presence.

GBBA is again looking forward 
to teaming up with the Beltsville 
Rotary to support local charities at 
the 4th Annual Greater Beltsville 
Charity Golf Classic. The tourna-
ment will be held on Patriot’s 

Day, Sept. 11. GBBA is excited to 
support Troops First Foundation 
in Laurel for the first time. Please 
visit www.troopsfirstfoundation.
org and www.beltsvillebusiness.
com and contact one of us for 
more information about upcom-
ing events and even how to get 
involved. Thank you for your sup-
port!

FEMA
continued from page 1
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English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Program at Emmanuel UMC
On May 5th, the conclusion 

of the eighth year of ESOL stud-
ies at Emmanuel United Method-
ist Church was celebrated with a 
very festive pot luck banquet. It 
afforded a great time of fellowship 
during which our students, their 
families, and our faculty shared 
tasty ethnic specialties. Students 
also received certificates of class 
attendance. Those who missed no 
classes received special recogni-
tion.

The ESOL program at Emman-
uel was organized in 2007 in 
response to demographic changes 
occurring in the greater Beltsville 
community. Significant increases 
in the Latino and Asian popula-
tions had been noted. The aim of 
our program has been to provide 
our new neighbors with a safe and 
welcoming environment where 
they can build basic skills in Eng-
lish. These skills include listening, 
speaking, writing, and reading, as 
well as using correct grammar and 
pronunciation.

Over the years, our students 
have come from many countries, 
including Mexico, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Brazil, 
China, South Korea, Viet Nam, 
India, Cameroon, Guinea, Sierra 
Leone, Italy, Russia, Rumania and 
the Ukraine. Although most are 
permanent residents in the Belts-
ville area, a good number have 
been visiting professionals tempo-
rarily working at the USDA and 
the University of Maryland. Our 

staff has felt really blessed and 
privileged to have gotten to know 
and interact with such a culturally 
diverse group of people.

Our ESOL program is divided 
into fall and spring semesters. 
Generally, at least 35 students reg-
ister each semester.  This spring, 
38 students registered for classes, 
although not all of them were 

able to complete the semester.  
All of our teachers are volun-
teers, and include members of our 
Emmanuel congregation as well 
as persons from other churches. 
We currently have four dedicat-
ed teachers who provide English 
instruction at beginning, interme-
diate or advanced levels.

We are eagerly looking forward 

to the start of our 9th year of pro-
viding English instruction. The 
fall semester will start on Sept. 
9th and run through Nov. 17th. We 
would welcome all who might be 
interested in joining our teaching 
staff. For more information, please 
contact our ESOL coordinator, 
Ms. Pat Allen, at 301.937.2081, or 
via email at oldhen6@verizon.net. 

Neighbors in the News Hidden 
Gems

With the lazy days of 
summer quickly 
approaching reinvent 

your indoor and outdoor living 
space to capture the spirit of 
summer. There are several 
hidden gems right here in 
Beltsville. They are all local 
so you won’t waste time or 
gas driving all over town and 
will be back to relaxing in the 
cool breeze in no time. Start at 
Will’s Home Decorating (www.
decoratemaryland.com) for 
blinds, draperies, reupholstery, 

flooring, area rugs, wallpaper, 
custom furniture, Benjamin 
Moore paint and more. Their 
selection is one of the largest 
in the D.C. area. The best 
part is not just that they offer 
FREE personalized in-store 
design consultations, but that 
the consultations are typically 
with the owners, design gurus 
Michael Richards and Valerie 
Kabelac. For contemporary 
European style furniture, 
check out Bova Furniture 
(BOVAfurniture.com). Bova 
has a great collection of leather 
furniture. On your way to 
Bova stop at The Behnke’s 
Nurseries (www. Behnkes.
com) for flowers, shrubs and 
trees. Behnke’s has everything 
you need to make your garden 
absolutely gorgeous. If you need 
help, Behnke’s expert staff is 
eager to assist you. 

 If all this shopping is making 
you hungry try one of the 
culinary delights in Beltsville, 
over by Will’s Home Decorating 
the wonderful aroma in the air 
will lead you across the street 
to Sardi’s, where irresistible 
mouthwatering charbroiled 
chicken is on the menu. For 
Korean food try Da Rae Won 
or Gah Rham. There is also 
Swahili Village, which recently 
received a glowing review in the 
Washington Post for its flavorful 
Kenyan food. Newly opened 
Old Line boasts a fabulous 
bistro with 20 craft beers on tap. 
If you are craving dessert pick 
up a freshly baked fruit pie, cake 
or pastries at Raulin’s Bakery. 
As you head home save time 
for one final stop at Spicknall’s 
Farm Market for locally grown 
fruit and vegetables. Shop Local, 
Shop Beltsville!!!   

Michael Richards and Valerie Kabelac

10452 Baltimore Avenue
CollegePark/Beltsville
(1/2 mile north of IKEA)

(301) 441-3355
Visit us online at
securemedicalcare.com

Serving our
community for

over 25years.

Walk-In Urgent Care Center

Open 7 days a week. Mon thru Fri, 8 -- 8 / Weekends & Holidays, 10 -- 6
No appointment needed. On-site Lab, digital X-ray, & Pharmacy services.

Quick, convenient walk-in urgent care for

minor illnesses & accidents, 
physical exams, travel medicine, and more!

The Area’s Top Rated Tree Service!

Adirondack
Tree Experts

301-595-2827 • FREE Estimates
Residential • Commercial • Licensed & Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service • ISA Certified Arborists

www.AdirondackTreeExperts.com
MD Tree Experts Lic. #769

ONLINE COUPONS

ESOL Teachers Bryant Davis (center) and John Lewis (2nd on the right) pose with some of their students as they 
graduate to the next level of ESOL. 
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n Do you remember when everyone would cut their grass on a regular basis  
and not wait until it was 2 feet tall?

n Do you remember when people would actually use a trash can to discard their 
trash rather than throw it out the window of their car or just throw it on the ground 
as they walked along?

n Do you remember when your lawn (front or back) was a place where you grew grass 
and your children played rather than use it as a parking lot for numerous cars?

n Do you remember when a “single family home” was meant to describe “home”  
for a single family and not numerous families?

n Do you remember when folks who parked in handicapped parking spaces were 
actually handicapped?

n Do you remember when our elected leaders actually cared about those of us who 
“foot the bill” rather than continue to waste our money on programs that produce 
no results? 

n Do you remember when you went to see a movie and people actually  
watched the movie rather than talking and texting the entire time? 

n Do you remember when kids actually went to school to learn so that they could  
become productive members of society and when the money we spent on educat-
ing them was actually commensurate with their abilities and the graduation rate? 

n Do you remember when we were able to call Christmas, Christmas  
and not worry about who might be offended? 

n Do you remember when you held the door open for someone and they  
actually said thank you? 

n Do you remember when a person who had a negative run in with a  
Police Officer was generally considered a criminal and not a victim?

n Do you remember when Americans actually went to work everyday  
because they did not believe that the government owed them everything? 

n Do you remember when a loaf of bread was 25 cents?.................ahhhh,  
the good ole’ days!!

—John W. Anna, Jr.  
Beltsville Resident

Do you remember when... 
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Challenge Day at James E. Duckworth School
By Ted Ladd

The 21st annual Special Olympics Chal-
lenge Day was held at the James E. Duck-
worth School on May 15, 2015. This annual 
event is the culmination of intensive sys-
tematic training for all individuals with 
multiple and perhaps severe disabilities. It 
offers students the opportunity to celebrate 
their “personal best” in a specified motor 
area.

Each student participating in Challenge 
Day trained for 12 weeks with a peer coach 
from Beltsville Adventist School, Beltsville 
Academy or John Nevins Andrews School.

The opening ceremonies began at 9 am 
on the 15th. The band from Buck Lodge 
Middle School provided inspiring music as 
the parade of athletes entered the audito-
rium. Mr. Jay Bass introduced each group 
of special athletes as parents, faculty and 
guests provided loud applause and cheers.

Graduates in the class of 2015, Gabriel 

Solomon, Christopher Ortiz, Nicole Gray 
and Reggie Hamilton, led the parade and 
later, the Pledge of Allegiance. Ms. Joyce 
Cooper-Brooks gave a rousing rendition of 
the national anthem.

Three peer coaches provided their views 
on having these responsibilities and each 
did a magnificent job. They were Emiliano 
Portillo from Beltsville Academy, Lauryn 
Daniels from Beltsville Adventist School, 
and Adrianna Felder from the John Nevins 
Andrews School.

The prestigious Charles E. Castle, Jr. 
Volunteer Award was presented to Jane 
Watkins, PTA Treasurer and a volunteer 
at the school for some seven years. Mrs. 
Watkins’ daughter, Katie, graduated from 
Duckworth School and is currently enrolled 
in the Special Education department at High 
Point High School.

Honorary Head Coach, Audiologist Dr. 
Debby Cooper, introduced by Rosanne 

Viveiros, addressed the assembly followed 
by the official lighting of the Challenge 
Day torch. The torch relay students were 
Angel Leon-Vargas, Stephanie Mahecha, 
Paola Mas Velez and Clark Coburn. Dr. 
Cooper then announced the official start of 
the games.

The games included basketball, bowling, 
swimming, baseball, obstacle course, tri-
cycles, kickball, bocce, Frisbee throw, and 
soccer. In each area, team members were 
given the opportunity to display a motor 
skill achievement. Crowds of parents, fac-
ulty and guests lined the competition areas 
and cheered loudly as each participant 
succeeded. The reactions of the students 
to their individual achievements and the 
crowd reaction were joyful and heartwarm-
ing.

Challenge Day at Duckworth School 
was very well organized, well run, and a 
pleasure to attend.

Share Your News! 
Send your article submissions to News Director  

Rick Bergmann at editorbvnews@gmail.com

Neighbors in the News

GOOD FOR JULY 2015

30

Open for breakfast daily at 8 am

Brewer & Marshall, Inc. Opticians
10490 Baltimore Ave. • Beltsville, MD 20705

301-937-3677

Hours: Tues. & Wed. - 9am - 7pm 
 Thurs. & Fri. - 9am - 6pm
 Sat. - 10am - 2pm
 Sun. & Mon. - CLOSED

Celebrating the 15th Anniversary of Riderwood!
SILVER SPRING, MD—

Riderwood, the Erickson Living 
retirement community, kicked-off 
a month-long celebration to com-
memorate its 15th anniversary.

The festivities begin on Fri., 
May 1 during a luncheon honoring 
the “founding members” of Rider-
wood, the 64 pioneer residents 
and 14 employees who moved in 
or began working at the campus 
in 2000.

Special guests included State 
Senator Jim Rosapepe, former 
Executive Director Donna Mason 
and Ms. Patricia Davis, resident 
member of the Riderwood Board 
of Directors.  Doug Franchot, a 
resident, presented a proclama-
tion on behalf of Maryland State 
Comptroller Peter Franchot.

Chip Warner is the Executive 
Director of Riderwood.   “It’s fit-
ting that we begin our fifteenth 
anniversary celebration by hon-
oring our pioneer residents and 
employees,” stated Mr. Warner 
during the anniversary luncheon.  
“In 2000, they were the first to 
take the leap of faith on a new idea 
and a construction site.  By having 
the energy to invest deeply in the 
community and in each other, they 
created the foundation for thou-
sands of residents to live better 

lives in retirement.”
On Sat., May 2, the community 

hosted the Riderwood Carnival for 
residents, employees and family 
members.  The event featured the 
annual fishing tournament plus 
live music, circus performers, 
games and food throughout the 
campus.

Opened in 2000, the 120-acre 
campus is home to over 2,500 res-
idents and 1,400 full and part-time 
employees.  Riderwood features 

1,903 independent living apart-
ment homes in a variety of floor 
plans and 306 extended care resi-
dences providing assisted living, 
skilled nursing, short-term reha-
bilitation and memory care health 
services.

Its residents have formed 120 
groups, clubs and service orga-
nizations, and in 2014, contrib-
uted more than 109,000 hours of 
volunteer service on campus and 
throughout the greater community.

Jane Watkins, recipient of the Charles E. Castle, 
Jr. Volunteer Award at Special Olympics Chal-
lenge Day on May 15, 2015 (Photo by Ann Ladd)

Doug Franchot (left), a resident of Riderwood retirement community, pre-
sented a citation to Chip Warner (right), executive director, on behalf of State 
Comptroller Peter Franchot during a luncheon on May 1.

Would You Like To Help Out With 
the Beltsville News?

The Beltsville News is always seeking volunteers to help out in many different areas. You don’t just 
have to be a writer or photographer to help this wonderful newspaper. We are currently looking for help 
in several areas particularly the financial side. After many years of service our financial accountant will 
be stepping down soon and we could use a person or group of people to help fill her position. If you 
think you would like to work with an amazing group of people and learn something new contact us at 
bvnewseditor@gmail.com today. 
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the Cub Scouts participating in the 
solemn ceremony.

The Arrow of Light is the high-
est rank you can achieve in Cub 
Scouting and is one of 2 Cub 
Scout awards that can be worn 
on the Boy Scout uniform. To 
earn the rank the Webelos scouts, 
Michael G., James M. and Kacey 
T., worked on achievements over a 
two year period to learn the skills 
they will need to succeed in Boy 
Scouts. 

It was a fun time with skits and 
songs as the various dens received 
achievements they earned over the 
month. The scouts then gathered 
together to share refreshments.

Webelos, Justin F., Aiden M., 
Alex M. and Arrow Kacey T, 
along with their parents and leader 
came out on Sunday to clean the 
fire pit on Sunday before the cer-
emony.   

If your son is interested in join-
ing Cub Scouts please contact 
Regina Halper at BeAScout.org. 
(Search for Cub Pack 1031 in 
Beltsville)

Beltsville Academy 
Beautification Day 
a Success!

Members of Troop 1033, Cub 
Pack 1031, Girl Scouts, students 

and former students at Beltsville 
Academy helped the Landscaping 
Committee weed and mulch their 
gardens on Saturday, May 9, 2015. 
18 youth and 10 adults helped on 
the project.

Girls Scouts Hosting 
Dog Fashion Show

Please join Girl Scout Troop 
#6379 for an awesome Dog Fash-
ion Show! It will be at Beltsville 
Academy, 4300 Wicomico Ave. on 
Saturday, June 13th from 1 to 3pm. 
You can bring your dogs to walk 
down the runway or just come for 
fun.   If you are bringing your dog, 
why don’t you try to dress your 

dog in a fashionable outfit!
If you are interested in par-

ticipating in the dog fashion show, 
send an email with your dog’s 
name, your name, and dog’s breed 
to: girlscouttroop6379@gmail.
com. The deadline to enter is 
Wednesday, June 10, 2015.  The 
entry fee for all participants and 
attendees is to bring new pet relat-
ed supplies (such as dog/cat food, 
dog/cat toys, litter, etc.) to donate 
to a local pet shelter. There will 
be a first, second, and third place 
winner. 

Girl Scout Troop 6379 is doing 
this activity as a requirement for 
the Power of Community Badge.  
The purpose of the badge is to 
work with the community to help 
those in need.  The troop collec-
tively decided to host a Dog Fash-
ion Show to raise pet supplies for 
a local pet shelter. For more info. 
contact: girlscouttroop6379@
gmail.com.

Scouts Catch  
a Tiger
By Gary Bauchan, Assistant 
Scoutmaster

The Boy Scouts learned the 
answer to the often asked ques-
tion. “How to catch a Tiger?” 
Answer: Build a monkey bridge. 
At the annual Beltsville Day the 
scouts erected their famous Mon-
key Bridge where several brave 
souls from the Beltsville com-
munity walked across the mon-
key bridge including St. Joseph 
Regional Catholic School’s Tiger 
mascot.  Several scouts had their 
hands in the building of the mon-
key bridge including Abel, Vlad, 
Brandon, Casey, James, Walker, 
Michael, Alex, Surya, Kyle, Trev-
or, Mike, Justin, Daniel, Sam, and 
Henry. Adult leaders: Scoutmas-
ter, Rick Deery, Assistant Scout-
masters Eric Saathoff, Budhan 
Pukazhenthi, William Wauschek, 
and Kevin D’Eustachio and com-
mittee members Laurie Deery, 
David Timus Sr. and Bob Thomas 
provided a safe environment and 
supervision of the little ones dar-
ing to cross the Monkey Bridge. If 
you have a son who is interested 
in scouting come to one of our 
Thur. 7pm meetings at Emmanuel 
United Methodist Church,  11416 
Cedar Lane, Beltsville, MD.

Boy Scouts Take a 
Springtime Hike
By Gary Bauchan, Assistant 
Scoutmaster Troop 1033

The Boy Scouts in Troop 1033 
went camping at the Manidokan 
Methodist Retreat Center near 
Harpers Ferry in early Apr. The 
Troop hiked a total of 10 miles 

in beautiful springtime weather 
from the campground along the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal to 
historic Harpers Ferry. The Scouts 
enjoyed their visit to the historic 
sites at Harpers Ferry but especial-
ly enjoyed visiting the candy store 
and eating ice cream. They were 
able to complete their hike before 
dark and cooked hamburgers and 
hotdogs over a campfire before 
jumping into their sleeping bags in 
their tents. Boys Scouts on the trip 
included Abel, Michael, Solomon, 
Trevor, Kyle, Vlad, Brandon, Sam, 
Henry, Brian, and Walker. Even 
Webelo Cub Scout Casey hiked 
the entire 10 mile trip. The scouts 
and their adult leaders including 
Scoutmaster Rick Deery, Assistant 
Scoutmasters Eric Saathoff, Kevin 
D’Eustachio, Budhan  Pukazhen-
thi and parent Charlie Tarbrake 
enjoyed the beautiful spring time 
weather and vigorous hike. Spring 
has sprung; summer is right 
around the corner; get outside and 
go hiking.

 Russell’s Trimlawn & Landscape
Commerical & Residential

• MOWING & MAINTENANCE
• Trimming & Pruning
• Grading & Sodding
• Planting: Perennials & Annuals

• FALL & SPRING CLEAN-UP
• Seeding & Lawn Aeration
• Edging
• Mulching

(301) 595-9344
Free Estimates

Guaranteed • Low Prices

Great Offer!
When you service  
annually! Pay for 2  

lawn cuts, 3rd Free!
(1 time Only)

Wood’s Flowers and Gifts

Wood’s Flowers and Gifts

9223 Baltimore Ave. College Park, MD 20740
One mile north of the University of Maryland  (Next to Proteus Bicycles)
301-474-7000  |  1-800-671-6934  |  www.woodsflowersandgifts.com

Family-owned and operated since 1938

Fresh Flowers • Beautiful Roses 
Fruit & Snack Baskets • Plants
Dish Gardens • Orchid Plants • Gifts
Cards • Silk Flowers  
Stuffed Animals • Balloons

Bring this ad into our store for a 
FREE wire service charge on any  
out of town order in the U.S.A.,  
or a FREE local delivery.  
(Expires 6/15/15)

Floral tributes 
of all kinds 
and daily  

deliveries to 
all local  

funeral homes

SCOUTING NEWS
continued from page 1

Scouts along the C& O Canal trail under the train tracks near Harpers Ferry.

Local Scouts help beautify the grounds of Beltsville Academy

Girl Scout Troop 6379 gearing up for 
their Dog Fashion Show.

Scouts catch a tiger on their monkey 
bridge.

For Father’s  Day
I wonder

what I would be
without You,

my gentle, loving Father
forever teaching me the world,
its music, stars, and butterflies,

- so much -

too much to recall.

I love You dearly.
I think of You often,

and I know
I would not be
without You!

(c)  Ingeborg Carsten-Miller
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Tech Sense BONNIE BARTEL MOVED  
to IMAGE HAIR & THINGS
10611 Montgomery Rd
Beltsville, MD 20705

Call, Text or email me
301-343-8887
bonsnobun@aol.com

Catering & Hall Rentals
Knights of Columbus 2809

Cherry Hill Manor
9450 Cherry Hill Road, College Park MD

Wedding Receptions • Birthday Parties
Anniversaries • Banquets • Showers • Meeting Place

Quinceañera • Funeral Luncheons
Company Picnics with Pool Available

Country Club Atmosphere Food and Drinks

For Hall Rentals contact Matt O’ Hare at 301-345-4076

For Grove Catering Contact Keith Hurst at  
301-674-7290 or pgc2809catering@gmail.com

By John Bell

Raspberry Pi
When I started writing this col-

umn I wrote about free software. 
While I don’t have a good source 
for free hardware, I want to talk 
about the next best thing, low cost 
computers that are powerful and 
fun. The first of these goes by the 
friendly name of Raspberry Pi. 
The Raspberry Pi was created by 
a professor at the University of 
Cambridge’s St John’s College in 
response to his observation that 
students coming into Computer 
Science today were not as strong 
as those had had grown up with 
computers like the Commodore 
64, Timex Sinclair, and the BBC 
Micro. His idea was to create a 
computer that could be sold for 
$25 and connect to a TV as a 
screen. The result was the Rasp-
berry Pi. The Raspberry Pi is 
a credit card size computer and 
initially came in two models the 
model A for $25 and the Model 
B for $35. The model A became 
very popular with hobbyists for 
controlling robots, drones, and 
other projects but it has no net-
work connection and only a single 
USB port. The Model B for only 
$10 more had 2 USB ports (one 
for a mouse and another for a 
keyboard) and an Ethernet con-
nection. Both models also have 
HDMI and composite video out-
puts and an SDHC memory socket 
to provide storage. The Model B 
was quickly upgraded from the 

256Megabytes of RAM it shipped 
with initially to 512 Megabytes 
of RAM. The computers use a 
Broadcom System on a Chip 
(SoC) to provide a Central pro-
cessing Unit (CPU), and Graphics 
Processing (GPU). The SoC nor-
mally operates at 700 MegaHertz 
but is easily overclocked to run at 
900 or 1000 MHz. The graphics 
chip is capable of providing full 
1080p graphics. The little model 
B can even be used as a media 
center to watch HD videos and 
television. 

Over the past two years the 
Raspberry Pi has seen sever-
al updates including the Pi B+ 
which improved the performance 
of the network and started to use 
MicroSD memory popular with 
phones and added additional USB 
ports and Input/Output (IO) lines. 
The Pi B 2 is the latest member of 
the PI family. It uses a new quad-
core CPU, comes with a giga-
byte of RAM memory, and runs 
6 times faster than a Pi B+.The 
PIB2 is still available at $35 and 
the price on the B+ has been 
reduced to $25.

Now when I say that the Rasp-
berry PI is $35 you need to under-
stand, that is just for the computer 
board. In order to create a com-
plete setup you would also want 
a case to put the Pi in (about $8), 
a mouse and keyboard ($7 from 
Microcenter), an HDMI cable to 
connect it to your TV ($6 on Ama-
zon), a phone charger to power the 
computer ($7 at Microcenter), and 
memory to store your programs 
(16 Gigabyte MicroSD speed 10 

memory card $7 from Microcen-
ter). This adds up to a whopping 
$70.

So what can you do with a 
$70 computer?  The Raspberry Pi 
runs the Linux operating system. 
This is the same operating system 
used by most of the world’s web 
servers. It has a Graphical User 
Interface (GUI) like Windows or 
the Macintosh. It comes with an 
environment to teach people how 
to program in the Python language 
as well as a complete Python 
development environment. It also 
supports programming in Java, C 
and C++ languages. It includes a 
web browser, and games and you 
can install office software like 
LibreOffice and it comes with 
programs like Mathematica and 
Wolfram Alpha pre-installed.

I use one of my Raspberry Pi’s 
as a media center and another 
is setup as a web server. I have 
hosted Word Press and JSP Wiki 
on a Raspberry Pi. My son-in-law 
uses his Pi to emulate and run old 
arcade games. Most importantly 
a Pi is fun to play with and learn.

Three Summery Ways to 
Improve Your Health

(StatePoint) For the health 
conscious, there’s no such 
thing as a summer vacation 
from making good nutritional 
choices and getting plenty of 
exercise. But there’s no reason 
to let a healthy lifestyle become 
boring.

Here are three ways to let 
the summer season guide your 
routine:
• Mix Up Movement: After 

months of indoor exercise, 
you may be ready for a 
change of scenery. And sum-
mer is the ideal time to take a 
break from the treadmill and 
incorporate different types 
of movement and exercise 
into your lifestyle. So ditch 
the gym this weekend and 
head for greener pastures. 
From row boating to hiking, 
you’ll find yourself activat-
ing different muscles than 
you normally would by mix-
ing things up.

• Eat In-Season Produce: 
Take advantage of the sum-
mer harvest and plan meals 

around in-season produce. 
The USDA lists apples, 
beets, bell peppers, kiwifruit, 
carrots, garlic, peaches, okra 
and cherries, amongst many 
more fruits and vegetables 
that reach their peak in the 
summer months. These items 
are chock full of vitamins 
and nutrients and taste their 
best in summer.

• Summer Sun: Beyond the 
Vitamin D factor, a study 
published in the Journal of 
Investigative Dermatol-
ogy shows that sunlight may 
lower blood pressure, which 
could reduce one’s risk for 
heart attack and stroke. Some 
researchers now say the ben-
efits of sunlight could out-
weigh cancer risks associ-
ated with exposure. Don’t 
forget to take the usual pre-
cautions, however. Wear 
sunglasses, sunscreen and a 
wide brimmed hat to protect 
against harmful UV radia-
tion.
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By Sen. Jim Rosapepe

Join us Monday,  
June 1 in Beltsville

Delegates Barbara Frush, 
Joseline Peña-Melnyk, Ben 
Barnes, and I will be meet-
ing with Beltsville residents to 
report on 2015 Maryland legisla-
tive session on Monday, June 1. 
All citizens are welcome. It is 
sponsored by the Beltsville Civic 

Association, Calverton Citizens 
Association, Cross Creek Home-
owners Association, and Franklin 
Farms Homeowners Association. 
The event starts at 6:30pm and 
will be held at Martin Luther King 
Jr. Middle School. We’ll be dis-
cussing local issues and answer-
ing your questions. We invite you 
to share your views on important 
state and community issues.

More MARC trains for  
Beltsville

As you may already know, 
when the legislature passed the 
state’s new transportation pro-
gram in 2013, we insisted on more 
MARC commuter train service 
for the Camden Line which serves 
Beltsville at the Muirkirk stop. 
And we were successful!  The 
new Camden Line MARC train 
service was added in March and 
consists of:
• An additional morning north-

bound train, from D.C. Union 
Station to Baltimore, arriving at 
the Muirkirk stop at 8:00 a.m.

• An earlier afternoon northbound 
train, from D.C. Union Station 
to Dorsey Station, arriving at 
the Muirkirk stop at 3:48 p.m.

• An additional evening south-
bound train, from Dorsey Sta-
tion to D.C. Union Station, 
arriving at the Muirkirk stop at 
5:03 p.m.

• Visit www.mta.maryland.gov/
marc-train for the full schedule.
New double-decker passen-

ger cars have also been added to 
reduce overcrowding. All of this 
is good news for MARC riders 
-- and for car drivers. Every com-
muter who rides the train is one 

less driver on the road.

Repairing the CSX Bridge  
on Powder Mill Road

As many residents are aware, 
the bridge on Powder Mill Road 
over the CSX tracks is in need 
of major repair. The deterioration 
include dangerous pot holes and 
crumbling railings. We’re pleased 
to report that structural improve-
ments will be made and the entire 
driving surface is scheduled for 
replacement. The construction 
activities will begin this summer 
and will be completed this fall. 
Many thanks to the Vansville Civ-
ic Association and other Beltsville 
residents for contacting us about 
this problem.

Thanks for supporting  
Beltsville Day!

Beltsville Day was a great suc-
cess again this year, with games 
for kids, music, food, great fel-
lowship, and much more. Many 
thanks to the Beltsville Recreation 
Council for their hard work. We 
look forward to next year!     

Contact us
Please let us know if there are 

other issues you have questions 
or thoughts about. And, of course, 
feel free to be in touch if we can be 
of help to you. Just email 21stDis-
trictDelegation@gmail.com or 
call 301.858.3141.

Rosapepe’s Report to Beltsville

Senator Jim Rosapepe

www.burtonsvillefuel.com

Small Businesses Looking for Health 
Insurance Can SHOP Around
By Janet Trautwein

Health benefits are tough to 
come by at small businesses, 
according to a new report from the 
Kaiser Family Foundation. Less 
than half of employers with three 
to nine workers offer health insur-
ance. Conversely, nearly all firms 
with 1,000 or more employees 
offer some type of coverage to at 
least a portion of their workers. 

Small firms that don’t offer 
health benefits could be making a 
strategic mistake. Providing insur-
ance is one of the most effective, 
economical ways for employers to 
support the health of their workers 
-- and to retain them, too. Even 
better, small businesses have more 
coverage options available to them 
than ever before -- including some 
new ones created by the Afford-
able Care Act.

Employer-based coverage 
offers several key advantages to 
both firms and workers. 

For starters, premiums covered 
by employers are tax-deductible, 
and employer payments towards 
coverage are not considered tax-
able income to employees. Indi-
viduals don’t get the same tax 
benefits paying for insurance 
themselves. 

That tax exemption cuts the 
price of insurance for employ-
ers by up to 40 percent. That 
allows businesses to provide more 
generous coverage than individual 

workers might be able to secure on 
their own.

Employer-sponsored coverage 
is also less expensive to admin-
ister. According to the National 
Bureau of Economic Research, the 
administrative load for employer-
sponsored insurance is half that 
for individually purchased poli-
cies.

That shouldn’t be surprising. 
After all, it’s easier for insurers 
-- as well as agents and brokers -- 
to work with one business-owner 
representing eight staffers than to 
service eight people individually. 

Most importantly, for many 
Americans, the mere act of choos-
ing an insurance plan is chal-
lenging. Indeed, a recent study 
published in the journal Health 
Affairs reported that “more than 
60 percent of those targeted by 
the health insurance exchanges 
struggle with understanding key 
health insurance concepts.”

Employers usually work with 
agents and brokers to find cover-
age for their employees. In most 
states, a broad range of cover-
age is available to employers of 
all sizes. The Affordable Care 
Act also created another way for 
small businesses to secure health 
coverage for their workers -- the 
Small Business Health Options 
Program. Firms with 50 or fewer 
employees can select from among 
several health plan options. They 
can sign up at any time during 

the year. Businesses with 25 or 
fewer employees can qualify for 
tax credits that cover as much as 
half of their insurance tab if they 
purchase coverage through the 
SHOP program.

SHOP’s online system allows 
employers to choose how much 
to contribute to worker premiums 
and what level of coverage to 
offer. Features like dental insur-
ance and dependent coverage are 
optional. In some states, employ-
ers will have the option to offer 
coverage that will allow employ-
ees to select from several differ-
ent insurance plans. Starting this 
year, workers in 14 states will 
be able to choose their insurance 
provider. Fortunately, whether 
employers want to explore their 
options through SHOP or other 
options for coverage, they can turn 
to licensed agents and brokers to 
help them with coverage options, 
manage the enrollment process 
for them, and serve as their expert 
benefits counsel throughout the 
life of the insurance policy. In fact, 
HealthCare.gov’s SHOP exchange 
allows small businesses to search 
for agents directly on the website, 
or they can find someone in their 
area on the NAHU website at 
www.nahu.org. There’s no bet-
ter time for employers to explore 
the options available to them for 
offering coverage than now.
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Beltsville Day pics taken by Ann Ladd and Beltsville News Staff Photographer Maria McKenzie

A Wonderful Beltsville Day
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Sheraton College Park North Hotel Unveils 
Multi-Million Dollar Renovation
Hotel Debuts Transformation of Guest Rooms, Club Lounge, Lobby, 
Meeting Space and Asado Brasserie Restaurant

Beltsville, Md. – May 1, 
2015 – Sheraton College Park 
North Hotel today announced the 
completion of an extensive multi-
million dollar renovation. The 
hotel’s transformation includes 
upgrades to its 204 guest rooms 
and suites, and enhancements to 
the public areas of the hotel, most 
notably a new look for the hotel 
restaurant – Asado Brasserie.

Located in Beltsville, Mary-
land, Sheraton College Park North 
Hotel is convenient to Univer-
sity of Maryland – College Park, 
Washington D.C., historic Annap-
olis and the Baltimore Inner Har-
bor.  The hotel is just a short 
ride from both Reagan National 
Airport and Baltimore Washington 
International Airport and close to 
College Park and Greenbelt Met-
ro Station, which provides easy 
access to the nation’s capital.

The renovated guestrooms 
at Sheraton College Park North 
Hotel offer a relaxing ambiance 
and feature new carpeting, wall 
vinyl, case goods and window 
treatments. All guest rooms are 
outfitted with an oversized work 
desk, ergonomic chair, high-speed 
Internet and 37-inch flat panel 
television. Sheraton Club guests 
enjoy upgraded amenities, as well 
as complimentary breakfast, bev-
erages and evening hors d’oeuvres 
in the newly renovated Sheraton 
Club Lounge.

“We are thrilled that this ren-
ovation is complete and look 
forward to offering guests an 

enhanced experience when their 
travels bring them to the College 
Park area,” said Terence Aber-
nethy, General Manager, Sheraton 
College Park North Hotel. “The 
revitalization of the hotel allows 
us to meet the increased demand 
for high-caliber accommodations 
with distinctive experiences, and 
provides our guests and custom-
ers, as well as the local commu-
nity, an inviting gathering place 
for all occasions.” 

A highlight of the renovation 
is the redesigned Asado Brasse-
rie. Led by Executive Chef Jorge 
Moreno, the restaurant serves a 
variety of cuisine in a newly trans-
formed and energetic atmosphere. 
At the heart of the refreshed lobby 
is the signature Link@Sheraton® 
experienced with Microsoft® where 
guests can come together to meet, 
connect and relax. The lobby also 
features a refinished front desk, 
new chandelier and seating. An 
ideal choice for business meetings, 
weddings and social functions, 

Sheraton College Park North Hotel 
features more than 5,500 square 
feet of refreshed state-of-the-art 
meeting and function space with 
the latest audiovisual equipment 
and high speed Internet access 
to keep attendees connected and 
productive during events.

The hotel is offering guests 
the opportunity to rediscover the 
Sheraton College Park North 
Hotel with a special renovation 
offer. When booking, guests will 
receive daily breakfast for two 
at Asado Brasserie, two compli-
mentary cocktails and Internet 
access throughout the stay for 
just an additional $1. This offer 
is available to book for stays 
through May 31, 2015. To book 
call 866-716-8134 and mention 
rate plan LRPKG1 or visit the 
Special Offer Page at www.shera-
toncollegeparknorth.com/reno-
vation. For more information on 
Sheraton Hotels & Resorts, please 
visit www.sheraton.com.

Spicknall’s Farm Market
Homegrown 
Strawberries 

Local Fuji Apples

Coming Soon 
Corn • Beans 

Squash • Cucumbers

Plant Sale 
(Starting Mid-June)

Mulch • Topsoil • Potting Mix 
Cow Manure • Straw

Open Daily at 9:00 a.m. 
12011 Old Gunpowder Rd.  

Beltsville, MD • 301.937.8288

Neighbors in the News

Vacations
Anticipations for vacations,

To make them the best,
Are often filled with those frustrations

Which consume our rest.

Soon we’re entangled in the packing
Gathering loose ends

So, when the day dawns we are lacking
Patience has been spent.

Our plans desire to discover
Moments story-like

Yet, we just need time to recover
To enjoy our life.

Man may decide, but God directs
Give Him room to lead;

He places joys we can collect
Should we slow our speed.

“Be still and know, I am the LORD”,
Listen, He will speak;

As thankfulness for His regard
Humbles and gives peace.

His kindness teaches us to know
Time, too soon, will flee;

It is not where, but how we go,
Process is the key.

Rebecca Hutchings
5/20/15
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FAMILY OWNED

Wall-to-Wall Carpet • Remnants • Vinyl Rugs • Ceramic • Tile • Hardwood Floor

CALL TOLL FREE: 1-866-356-6787

Mike’sCARPET

11220 Baltimore Ave. Beltsville  
(1/4 mile north of Costco)

• All Major Brands At Discount Prices!
• Shop-At-Home with Warehouse Prices!

Email: MIKE@MIKESCARPET.COM

ALWAYS  
the BEST  
for LESS!

CALL: 301-937-2221
LAMINATE FLOORING

$199
Sq. Ft

WALL-TO-WALL CARPET

Starting at
With this coupon - Expires 6/30/15

$199
Sq. FtOnly

With this coupon - Expires 6/30/15

INSTALLED WITH PAD 
(Minimum 40 sq. yds)

Club News

The Beltsville Young At Heart Club
Beltsville Day was very hectic. We had some wonderful volunteers but 

really needed more. It is very hard on the members who do volunteers.  
They need to be thanked for their efforts, they did a wonderful job and 
mother nature let the sun shine for them. Our president is still out with medi-
cal issues and our vice president has had to take over at a very hard time. 
Thank you Joanne for your leadership, hard work and for doing a spectacu-
lar job. Thank you to the Lions Club and TJ’s restaurant for their donations. 
A hug is the perfect gift---one size fits all and nobody minds if you return it.

The Beltsville Rotary Club
The Beltsville Rotary Club and 

The Greater Beltsville Business 
Association once again proudly 
announce their Charity Golf Tour-
nament on Fri. Sept. 11 at Cross 
Creek Golf Club. This year a 
major recipient is David Feherty’s 
Troops First Foundation. Mr 
Feherty is a former professional 
golfer and popular TV golf com-
mentator. Troops First intends to 
build seven transition homes in 
Riverdale for combat wounded 
service member and their families. 
Major donors are needed for this 
ambitious undertaking so please 
contact either George Krzywicki 
at George.A.Krzywicki@ampf.
com or John Moynihan at jack-
daddio1@verizon.net

Beltsville Rotary will soon be 
installing our new Officers. We 
continue to meet every Tue. at the 
Old Line Bistro in Beltsville on 
an alternating lunch and break-
fast timetable. Lunch at 12:15 
one week and breakfast the next 
at 7:30. We often encounter an 
objection from potential members 
that Rotary would take too much 
of their time. The truth is that 
our meetings are barely over an 
hour and our service commitments 
probably do not average much 
more than that over a calendar 
year; so about 2 hours per week. 
Not much time but great rewards. 
For our current schedule or more 
info please call me, Howard Phoe-
bus, at 301.369.1765.

Neighbors in the News

Past Beltsville Rotary Club President Howard Phoebus and incoming Presi-
dent George Abraham on occasion of Howard’s reclassification talk.

How to Make a Difference in a 
Community that Matters to You

(StatePoint) You may not real-
ize it, but you have the power 
to make a big difference in your 
community. There are so many 
ways to help a cause and you’ll be 
more fired up to devote your time, 
energy and talents when your 
efforts will benefit a community 
that matters to you, say experts.

Abdullah Sharif knows that 
better than anyone. Upon return-
ing from the United States to his 
home country, Afghanistan, for 
a brief visit in 2007, Sharif was 
horrified to see the peaceful, pro-
gressive nation he left in 1976 laid 
to ruins, war-torn and economi-
cally devastated after decades of 
conflict. The heartbreaking sight 
inspired him to do all he could to 

help restore his country.
After joining the U.S. State 

Department in 2009, Sharif 
returned to Afghanistan to serve 
both his adoptive and native coun-
tries as a peace diplomat. In his 
new memoir, “Return to Kabul: 
An Afghan American’s Odyssey in 
Afghanistan,” which is the second 
book in a series of reminiscences, 
he recounts the past several years 
that he spent helping to rebuild his 
homeland, working both for the 
State Department and the Depart-
ment of Defense.

You don’t have to participate 
in a big initiative to make a differ-
ence to your community, however. 
Anyone looking to make a mean-
ingful impact need only discover 

where their passion lies and apply 
that to doing good, Sharif points 
out.

Here are some ideas for those 
looking to make a difference:
• Make a visit: Return to the 

places that matter to you -- your 
former neighborhood, schools 
you attended, your old home-
town. If it’s been long since 
your last visit, you may dis-
cover that these locations and 
institutions now need your help. 
Pay attention to small details. 
Engage with others and learn 
how you can be of service.

• Expand your community: 

COMMUNITY 
continues on page 13
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301-937-5911

MAKE ROOFING the career for you...
JOIN OUR TEAM of experts who are respected as one of the top 
commerical roofing contractors for the last 60 years.

Roofing and Sheet Metal Co.
11722 Old Baltimore Pike, Beltsville, MD 20705

www.osroofing.com
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A Very Busy Time For Post And Unit #217
By: Ivy Christoffers

Hooray! The cold windy days 
are all behind us for a few months. 
Let me ask you, “Where did spring 
go to this year?” We have gone 
from winter directly into summer. 
Well, let us make the best of these 
sunny days and pleasant evenings.  

Before I tell you about the 
upcoming events planned for The 
American Legion Family of Col-
lege Park #217, we must revisit 
the recent past. The Maryland 
Veterans Creative Arts Festival 
held at The Bowie Center for the 
Performing Arts on Apr. 26 was 
simply fabulous. The Veterans 
who exhibited their art and those 
Veterans who entertained were 
beyond belief. The star of the 
performance was Alyce Dixon, a 
107 year young WWII Veteran 
who was one of the first women to 
enlist in the Women’s Army Corp. 
She presently resides at Wash-
ington Virginia Medical Center. 
Miss Dixon performed a comedy 

routine for which she had 
won a National Gold medal 
just a few years ago. Needless 
to say, she brought the house 
down and received a standing 
ovation.  Prior to their perfor-
mance, Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs for Maryland, George 
Owings, greeted her and the 
other veterans, promising 
his support for their ongoing 
efforts through the medium 
of art therapy. He was par-
ticularly pleased to meet Miss 
Dixon.

The following weekend 
saw us in Kent Island at a 
very successful “drawdown” 
fund raiser that was chaired 
by Past Dept. Pres. Linda 
Caudell. There were 8 past 
department presidents work-
ing or attending this event. 
Our work is never done, great 
work, Linda.

An annual event is rapidly 
approaching, The Olympic 
Torch Run which takes place 

the first Wed. in June when our 
first defenders, our dedicated law 
enforcement officers, begin the 
run from Hyattsville to Towson 
with the torch to light the flame to 
begin the Special Olympic Games 
at Towson University. They are 
welcomed at College Park Post 
#217 for their much needed lunch 
and rest stop. We are honored to 
provide this service to them as we 
have a great legacy of supporting 
The Special Olympics. Some of 
the Special Olympians also make 
the trip.

Other upcoming events include 
the “all day Country Bands Show” 
on Sun., June 7 which begins at 
noon. For a donation of $15 you 
can enjoy a full day of music 
and fellowship. Food will also be 
available along with your favorite 
liquid refreshments.

The third big event happen-
ing in June will be the return of 
Ronnie Dove and the Doug Les-
ter Band with Annie B. on June 
14th from 3 to 7 PM. Doors open 

at 1:30. A donation of $30 will 
reserve your place in the hall and 
for a further donation of $8 you 
will receive a delicious dinner. 
Tina Z and her committee always 
provide great food. 

This month also sees the elec-
tion of our officers to lead our 
footsteps through the next admin-
istrative year. We strongly urge 
our members to become more 
involved with your organization. 
Our continued success depends on 
the commitment and dedication of 
all of us.  

If you will be having a special 
event for your family or group 
coming up and find you need more 
room to hold it, please consider 
the hall at The College Park Amer-
ican Legion. We can also cater 
your affair. Try us, you’ll like us.

For those who are still in harm’s 
way around the world, we pray 
God’s protection for our troops 
and our countries diplomats. May 
God continue to bless our great 
America.

$20
Flu Vaccine

Club News

(Foreground) Miss Alyce Dixon, pictured 
with MD Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 
George Owings. (Background) Ivy Christof-
fers, founder of MVCAF in 2011.

College Park Lions Club Announce Student Scholarships
The College Park Lions 

Club service organization 
has selected 6 students 
graduating from local 
Prince George’s County 
high schools to receive 
academic scholarships in 
2015-2016.  The follow-
ing scholarships were awarded.  
High Point High School: Jephthe 

Cadet, Beltsville, MD, $1,200 
and Jerry Dessy, Beltsville, 

MD $1,200.  Parkdale 
High School:  Julian 
Ventura, College Park, 
MD, $1,000.  North-

western High School:  
Vanessa Herrera, Hyatts-

ville, MD, $1,200.  Elizabeth 
Seton High School:  Myranda 

Hinkson, Upper Marlboro, MD, 
$1,200.  DeMatha Catholic High 
School: Emmanuel A. Montesa, 
Hyattsville, MD, $1,000.  Cadet, 
Dessy, Herrera, and Hinkson will 
be attending the University of 
Maryland College Park.  Ventura 
will be attending Towson Univer-
sity and Montesa The Catholic 
University of America.

Prince George’s County Genealogical Society
The June meeting of the Prince 

George’s County Genealogical 
Society will be June 3, 2015 at 
7:00 p.m. Meetings are held at the 
New Carrollton Municipal Cen-
ter, 6016 Princess Garden Park-
way, New Carrollton, MD, 20784. 

Come out to hear Historian Lind-
sey Horn give a presentation relat-
ing to Southern Maryland which 
includes both Prince George’s and 
Charles Counties. The meeting is 
open to the public and refresh-
ments will be served. For more 

information, visit us on the web at 
www.pgcgs.org or call the library 
at 301-262-2063. You can also like 
us on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/pgcgenealogy

Do your hobbies improve 
your life? Bring those benefits 
to a wider scope of people. 
For example, perhaps you’re 
a runner. Consider starting a 
youth running program in an 
underserved neighborhood. Or 
maybe you play music locally 
at night. Plan a daytime block 
party so families can enjoy the 
local music scene. It’s easy to 
get inspired when you’re work-
ing within a community based 
on shared interests.

• Go online: In the connected 
world we live in today, the 
term “global community” is 
now more a reality than ever. 
There are many online sites 

that let you explore the work 
of different charities, so you 
can one-stop shop for a cause 
that speaks to you, and wisely 
donate your charitable dollars. 
There also are volunteerism 
sites that match would-be vol-
unteers to programs and initia-
tives in need of help.
“Every individual is born with 

unique opportunities to serve the 
world as best he or she can,” 
emphasizes two-time U.S. diplo-
mat to Afghanistan, Sharif. More 
information about Sharif’s mem-
oirs can be found at www.Abdul-
lahSharif.com. To make a differ-
ence, look for those opportunities 
in the communities that matter to 
you most.

COMMUNITY
continued from page 11
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Robotics Program Builds 
Interest in STEM Subjects
By Madeleine Deason

It is the end of the school day, 
but Elizabeth Butler’s 7th grade 
science class is not rushing out the 
door. They are having too much 
fun trying to build the fastest robot 
in the class. There will be a race at 
the end of the school year. Butler 

counts to ten and the students 
finally manage to reluctantly put 
away their robots. They can con-
tinue building next week.

Thanks to the University of 
Maryland’s Robotics Service 
Learning Program, students 
at Martin Luther King Middle 
School are getting hands-on robot-

ics experience.
Every Thursday from 1:30 p.m. 

to 2:30 p.m., UMD students visit 
the class with Lego Mindstorms, 
Lego-based robotics kits. MLK 
7th grader Clarissa Lazo looks 
forward to the class each week. 

High Road Upper School 
Class of 2015 Graduates

The High Road Upper School 
in Beltsville will be graduating 
17 students this year on June 16. 
The students have participated in 
academic, career planning, work 
experience/internship opportuni-
ties music, art and sports activities 
that have laid a foundation that 
will support each student’s growth 
into adulthood.

Senior Chyna Doahue shares 
her thought on her experience: 
“Though the work was tough at 
times, I know that it has better pre-
pared me for future opportunities. 
Chyna will be attending a cosme-
tology program and plans to work 
as a hair stylist/makeup artist. 

Amber Bowers speaks of her 
experience,“ I am glad that I put 
forth the effort because it made 
me a better person, but I am also 
glad it is over and I can begin 
the next phase.” Amber plans to 
attend EPIC, (formerly Southern 
Maryland Vocational Industries) 

Each graduating senior has 
been connected to their post-sec-
ondary education or employment 
plan as outlined in the students’ 
transition plan as part of High 
Road Schools’ school to work 
program and transition planning 
process. 

Most of the graduating seniors 
will be enrolling in vocational 

training programs such as nurs-
ing assistant, child care, correc-
tions, construction and commer-
cial trucking. 

Michael Easton, who will be 
attending the University of the 
District of Columbia’s Commu-
nity College Workforce Develop-
ment Center and will be studying 
basic plumbing had this to say 
about his time at High Road “At 
first, I really did not appreciate all 
that the staff have done to support 
me, but during my time here at 
High Road realized that that staff 
really care and want me to suc-
ceed and now I can look forward 
to beginning the next part of my 
life.”

Good Luck to all the Gradu-
ates of the Class of 2015:
• Michael Easton-University 

of the District of Columbia’s 
Workforce Development pro-
gram in Plumbing

• Rodney Williams-University 
of the District of Columbia’s 
Workforce Development pro-
gram in HVAC

• Justice Powell-The Hair  
Academy-New Carrolton

• Chyna Donahue-Universal 
Beauty School- Los Angeles CA

• Paul Vincent-EPIC Vocational

• Alex Dolby-EPIC Vocational
• Jordon Potts-Creative Options 

in Employment
• Shamar Wilson-EPIC Voca-

tional
• Raysheona Maiden-Compass 

Inc
• Amber Bowers-EPIC Vocational
• Rober Angel-EPIC Vocational
• Phillip Tiddle-U.S. Air Force/

Prince George’s Community 
College-HVAC

• Jesus Hernandez-Prince 
George’s community College-
Computer Aided Drafting/Busi-
ness

• Malik Nelson-Prince George’s 
Community College- Team 
Builders Program, Maintenance 
Technician/HVAC training

KAREN M. COAKLEY, G.R.I.
“YOUR 110% REALTOR”

301-741-7672 Cell • 240-295-6000 Office 
Each office independently 

owned and operated
Email: 

karenmcoakley@remax.net

HONEY! Stop 
the Car! 

Brick Cape Cod w/ 
spacious family room 

addition! Deck! Screened 
Porch! Glorious Sunsets!

Brick & Stone 
Rambler 

w/ 4 bedrooms. Hardwood 
Flrs! Carport! Deck! 

Enclosed Patio! Must See!!

Custom Brick 
Rambler w/ 2 
car garage! 

Pool! Detached pool 
house/workshop! Explore 

the possibilities!

$365,000

SOLD IN  

10 DAYS

SCHOOL NEWS 
continues on page 15

The Maryland Association for Environmental and Outdoor 
Education Announces 2015 Maryland Green School Awards
MAEOE Certifies Vansville Elemenatry School  as Maryland Green School

Jessup, Maryland – (April 30, 
2015) – The Maryland Asso-
ciation of Environmental and 
Outdoor Education (MAEOE) 
is pleased to announce that 
Vansville Elementary School 
(Prince Georgas’s County Pub-
lic Schools) has been certified 
as a 2015 Maryland Green 
School. The Maryland Green 
Schools program is nationally 
recognized as having signifi-
cant impact with students and 
schools. The program encourag-
es educational opportunities for 
preK-12 schools that increase 
awareness and understanding of 
environmental interrelationships 
that impact public health and 
our society, and that promote 
responsible environmental stew-
ardship practices. The program 
is aligned with Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed Agreement 2014 

goals and supports Maryland 
State Department of Education 
graduation requirements and 
standards. 

Over the past two years, our 
school has demonstrated and 
documented a continuous effort 
to integrate sustainable environ-
mental management practices, 
environmental education curric-
ulum, professional development 
opportunities, and community 
engagement into our daily oper-
ations. This award signifies that 
our school has made a commit-
ment to developing stewards of 
the earth and reducing the envi-
ronmental impact of our school.

“Students, teachers, school 
personnel, parents and commu-
nity partners working together 
to create lasting, positive envi-
ronmental actions at school 
are core elements to becom-

ing a Maryland Green School,” 
says Laura Johnson Collard, 
MAEOE Executive Director. 
Students are involved in proj-
ects that save energy and reduce 
waste. Schools are also encour-
aged to get students outdoors 
to the schoolyard or to visit a 
local nature park. The Maryland 
Green Schools program plays an 
important role in fulfilling the 
state’s commitment to ensure 
our young people become envi-
ronmentally literate by the time 
they graduate.

MAEOE will celebrate with 
Green Schools, Green Centers 
and schools that are interested 
in knowing more about the pro-
gram at the Maryland Green 
School Youth Summit on May 
29, 2015, at Sandy Point State 
Park in Annapolis.
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“It’s better than sitting around in the class 
and doing paperwork and bookwork,” Lazo 
said.

Brian Diaz said, “When you start out 
it just looks like a bunch of Lego pieces, 
but it’s more than that.” The Lego robots 
include a computer and you can control 
them with a remote control or with your 
phone via Bluetooth, he said. Diaz is the 
undergraduate TA for the program and 
a sophomore computer science major at 
UMD. He started with the program last 
fall semester and enjoyed working with the 
MLK students so much that he returned this 
semester as a TA. “There’s a struggle to get 
people into STEM programs,” Diaz said. 
He hopes the program will change that by 
introducing technology and robotics to stu-
dents from a young age. “I didn’t really get 
to have this experience in middle school,” 
he said.

The Robotics Service Learning Program 
started in the fall of 2011 with only one 
school. Now it has 45 UMD undergraduates 
teaching robotics at eight schools in Prince 
George’s County. In addition to MLK, Elea-
nor Roosevelt High School, Parkdale High 
School, Cesar Chavez Elementary, Paint 
Branch Elementary, Hollywood Elemen-

tary, Greenbelt Elementary, and Berwyn 
Heights Elementary also participate.

UMD Sophomore mechanical engi-
neering major Christine Bersabal said that 
teaching in the program made her realize 
that engineering is what she really wants 
to do.

“When I started, I was on the fence on 
whether to continue with engineering,” she 
said. The program brought a human com-
ponent to her major and brought back her 
passion for the subject.

Because teachers have to follow a cur-
riculum, “this is something that I could not 

give them,” said Elizabeth Butler, science 
department chair at MLK. This is the third 
year of the program for MLK and Butler 
has noticed a change in students’ attitudes 
towards STEM subjects. After a few robot-
ics lessons their interests grow and they 
start asking more question in their regular 
science classes, and they start asking about 
careers in science, she said. “If they were 
not exposed to this, they would not be ask-
ing questions.”

“In the regular classroom situation, they 
are having a hard time with the concepts,” 
but they catch on very quickly in the robot-
ics lessons, she said.  MLK student Ely 
Lozano said that the process of building 
the robot is hard, but it’s worth it when you 
finally get to drive it. “It’s a really interest-
ing to have the experience to build robots 
because we’ve never done anything like 
this before,” she said. Butler wishes the 
class could be open to all students at MLK 
and not just her class, she said. There is no 
continuation when they reach the 8th grade, 
either, she said.

Clarissa Lozano said that her friends 
from other class “sometimes get jealous and 
wish they could have done this.” “The expe-
rience they have here is priceless,” Butler 
said. “When you see the glow in the eyes of 
the kids when you do an experiment, that’s 
something you cannot pay for.”

IF IT'S  
REAL ESTATE, 
IT'S  
ROBERTA!!

E-mail: rbyaklich@verizon.net • 301-262-1700 • www.ROBERTAREALTOR.com

ROBERTA 
301-937-3124
Experienced, Reputable • Distinguished Sales Club 

Full time professional • CRS, GRI, SFR • Associate Broker

RATES ARE STILL LOW, PRICES ARE GOING UP, STILL A GOOD TIME TO BUY AND SELL!  

JUST LISTED
Immaculate brick beauty with 3BDRM, 3BA, gorgeous 
kitchen area leading to canopied deck, beautiful hard-
wood flooring, replacement windows, 2 fireplaces, move-
incondition, large shed with electricity, great fenced yard! 

ONLY $329,900

JUST 
LISTED
Freshly 
painted, cozy 
Cape Cod 
situated on 
over 1/2 acre 
lot! There's 
room for 
your garden, 
plus you can put on an addition, garage, deck, swimming 
pool! Super "walkability score"! ..walk to schools (public 
& private), library, rec. center, churches, playgrounds! 
3BDRM, 2BA, separate dining room, cozy kitchen, unfin-
ished basement. 

ONLY $289,900

JUST 
LISTED
Nice solid 
brick home, 
1 block 
to Belts. 
Acad./St. 
Joseph's 
Regional, 
walk to 
library, post office, playground, and rec center! Up-
dated kitchen and baths, 3 finished levels, with a total 
of 3BDRM and 2BA, large deck, 12' x 20' shed with 
concrete floor.

ONLY $312,000

NEW LISTING
Walk everywhere! ...1 block to Beltsville Academy and St. Jo-
seph's School, 2 blocks to the Beltsville library and playground, 
several blocks to the rec. center, super location for conveniences 
yet located near the open fields of the US Dept. of Agriculture. 
3BDRM, 2BA, freshly painted and ready for it's new owner! 

ONLY $304,500

SOLD SOLD

SCHOOL NEWS
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7th grade students at MLK Middle School learn about robotics through the University of Mary-
land’s Robotics Service Learning Program

This Father’s Day 
Think Beyond the Tie

(StatePoint) The tie 
has been a traditional 
Father’s Day gift since 
the holiday was first cele-
brated. But this year, men’s 
fashion experts say think 
beyond this staid accessory 
while Father’s Day shop-
ping.

“The modern man 
is expressing himself in 
much broader ways and 
rounding out his ward-
robe with more creativity 
than he has in the past,” 
says Denis Daly Wood, 
founder of Dalys 1895, 
fourth-generation luxury 
men’s designer and online 
retailer.

To give Dad the gift of con-
temporary style, Wood offers 
some great Father’s Day shop-
ping tips:
• Get inspired by Dad’s favor-

ite hobbies. For example, 
if he’s an outdoor enthusi-
ast, perhaps he would like a 
new sturdy backpack, hiking 
boots or gloves to wear dur-
ing his next adventure. If 
he’s a writer, a leather-bound 
journal or engraved fountain 
pen are great gift ideas that 
could prove useful and per-
sonal. Search for items that 
could help Dad better enjoy 
doing the things he loves.

• Dad may have his favor-
ite suits, but buying him 
an accessory to accent his 
outfit can make him look 
and feel his best when he’s 
at the office or out to din-

ner. A pocket square, 
like a limited edi-
tion Caravaggio silk 

pocket square, can add 
a level of sophistication 

to Dad’s look.
• Has your father been 
carrying the same wallet 
for years? Upgrade his 
style with a wallet of a 
different color or texture 
or select a sterling sil-
ver alternative, like the 
Dalys 1895 Sterling 
Silver 16 Gauge Mon-
ey Clip, with his hand-

engraved monogram for 
a personal touch.

• Does Dad have a 
favorite watch that he loves 
to wear? Buy Dad a watch 
winder or watch box where 
he can keep his treasure. A 
bracelet that complements 
his watch can also add a 
great touch to his outfit all 
year round.

• For the traveling dad, con-
sider a sleek, stylish week-
ender bag or briefcase to 
amp up his style even while 
he’s on the go. If Dad always 
travels with his tablet or lap-
top, be sure to find a bag 
with tech pockets that will 
protect his gadgets even dur-
ing takeoff.
For even more Father’s 

Day gift ideas, visit www.
dalys1895.com. Don’t resort to 
a tacky “Number One Dad” 
t-shirt or boring, tired tie. Take 
this holiday as an opportunity 
to elevate Dad’s style.
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AREA EVENTS

Please contact the individual facilities 
regarding late changes or updates to hours 
of operation. 

BROOKSIDE GARDENS
1800 Glenallan Ave., Wheaton, MD 20902. 
Travel time on surface streets from Belts-
ville is about 20 to 25 minutes. Info Desk: 
301.962.1400. Website: MontgomeryParks.
org/brookside. The grounds are open every 
day of the year from sunrise to sunset. Free 
admission. Limited parking is available next 
to the Conservatories. Regular hours of 
operation for the Visitor Center are 9 am to 
5 pm daily, except for most major holidays; 
enter through the rear double doors.

VOLUNTEER HOURS FOR STUDENTS  

High school students (ages 16 and up) 
can earn SSL hours working in the gift 
shops. Basic computer skills are required 
to operate the cash register. Volunteer col-
lege students are also welcome to apply. 
Contact Jodi Bucknam, Assistant Volunteer 
Coordinator/Librarian for Brookside Gar-
dens, at 301.962.1429.

BOTANICA 2015 — NEW ART DISPLAY  

Sat., June 6 through Fri., July 10 in the 
Visitor Center. Come see the beautiful 
artworks of Botanica 2015 – The Art & 
Science of Plants. Included will be three 
themed walls: a Pansy Wall, Certificate 
Projects, and Variable Viewpoints. Artworks 
are by the faculty and students of the 
Brookside Gardens School of Botanical Art 
and Illustration as well as by members of 
the Botanical Art Society of the National 
Capital Region. Open when the Visitor Cen-
ter is open. Free admission.

WINGS OF FANCY UPDATE 

The Wings of Fancy live butterfly and cat-
erpillar exhibit will open on Wed., July 1. 
Tickets will be for sale in the gift shops and 
will cost $8 for each adult and $5 for each 
child age 3 – 12. No charge for children 
under age 3, but strollers will not be 
permitted, per USDA requirements.

MONTPELIER MANSION & ART 
CENTER
Address: 9650 Muirkirk Rd., Laurel, MD 
20708. Phone: 301.377.7817. TTY: 
301.699.2544. E-mail: montpelierman-
sion@pgparks.com. Contact the Art Center 
at 301.377.7800 for info on art and pho-
tography classes. Self-guided tours of the 
mansion: Thu. – Tue. from 11 am to 3 pm 
Cost: $3/adults, $2/seniors, $1/children 
ages 5 to 17, free/ages 5 and under. The 
mansion is closed on Wednesdays. The 
grounds are open from dawn until dusk 
every day of the year and access is free of 
charge.

SUMMER AT YOUR LIBRARY KICK-OFF

Sat., June 27 from 10 am to 1 pm This 
year’s theme is superheroes. Get your pic-
ture taken with Benjamin Banneker, join the 
Bucket Brigade to learn about fire fighters 
in history, etc. All ages welcome. Free.

COLLEGE PARK AVIATION MUSEUM
1985 Cpl. Frank Scott Dr., College Park, 
MD 20740. Phone: 301.864.6029. TTY: 
301.699.2544. Hours of operation are 10 
am to 5 pm daily, except for major holidays. 
Cost: $4/adults, $3/seniors, $2/children, 
free/age 1 and under. Questions? Please 
don’t hesitate to call us. See CollegePar-
kAviationMuseum.com for more info and 
events.

MORNINGS AT THE MUSEUM TOUR

Sat., June 13 at 11 am June’s tour will 
look at our exhibit Biological Flyers of Col-
lege Park. Hovering flight, soaring flight, 
speed flight, formation flight — and not 
by airplanes or helicopters! The exhibit 
explores the many different kinds of flight 
that birds and flying mammals can do in 
our neighborhood skies. Free with museum 
admission. All ages welcome.

LAUREL–BELTSVILLE SENIOR 
ACTIVITY CENTER   
Address: 7120 Contee Rd., Laurel, MD 
20707, around the corner from the Laurel 
Regional Hospital. Phone: 301.206.3350. 
Fax: 301.206.3387. TTY: 301.446.3402. 
Regular hours of operation: Mon. – Thu. 
from 8 am to 9 pm, Fri. from 8 am to 5 pm, 
Sat. from 8 am to 2 pm, closed on Sun.. 
Membership is free for Beltsville residents 
who are age 60 or older.

SENIOR FRIENDSHIP CLUB

Friendship Club regular office hours are 
Mon. – Fri. from 10 am to 12:30 pm The 
monthly meeting will take place on Wed., 
June 10 at 10:30 am Enjoy a special 
health program by a local physician. Lunch 
is available for $7/members, $9/non-
members, and must be paid in advance by 
Wed., June 3.

THU. MOVIE MATINEES

The movie for Thu., June 11 is Stormy 
Weather and the movie for Thu., June 25 is 
Carmen Jones. Movie time starts at 10 am 
and ends around 12 noon. We’ll supply the 
popcorn and you enjoy the movie. Free. 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE VISITOR CENTER
Address: 10901 Scarlet Tanager Loop, Lau-
rel, MD 20708. 301.497.5763. See fws.
gov/refuge/Patuxent/visit/NWVC.html. The 
entrance is accessed from Powder Mill Rd. 
between the Baltimore–Washington Pkwy. 
and Rt. 197. Regular hours of operation 
for the Visitor Center are: Fri. – Wed. from 
9 am to 4:30 pm, closed Thu.. The Center 
is also closed on federal holidays and may 
close early the day before. Regular hours 
of operation for the trails and grounds are: 
Open daily from sunrise to sunset, except 
for federal holidays. Come on out to try 
to catch a glimpse of wildlife in the early 
morning or early evening hours this sum-
mer!

Free admission to the Visitor Center and 
its exhibits, grounds, and trails. Space in 
public programs is limited and regis-
tration is required unless otherwise 
specified — call 301.497.5887. Activities 
and events are free of charge if not noted. 
Please advise us of any special needs so 
that we may accommodate you. 

HOLLINGSWORTH ART GALLERY

The featured artist for June is Jean Phil-
lips. The gallery is open when the Visitor 
Center is open. Registration is not required. 
All ages.

FISHING AT CASH LAKE 

Fishing is open to the Refuge’s fishing-
parking pass holders; applications for 
permits are available at the National 
Wildlife Visitor Center during operating 
hours. Anglers must present — in person 
— a valid non-tidal MD fishing license. 

KID’S FISHING DAY EVENT 

Sat., June 6. Registration for the event is 
only available by calling the Registration 
Line at 301.497.5887. Make sure to 
specify the time of the session you are 
requesting: 8:30 am or 10:15 am

WHOOPING CRANE OBSERVATORY TOURS    

Sun., June 7 from 1 pm to 2:30 pm Ages 
14+. Enjoy a guided tour to the Whooping 
Crane Observatory (free shuttle provided) 
to observe a pair of graceful, endangered 
whooping cranes. Learn more about the 
whooping crane population recovery 
program. Arrive early, as tour will leave 
on time. Space is very limited. Call 
301.497.5887 to register.

PUPPET SHOW: A FOX TALE

Tue., June 9. Showtimes are at 10:30 am 
and 11:30 am All ages. Join us to dis-
cover the nighttime world of critters found 
at Patuxent Research Refuge. Length of 
introduction and puppet show is about 20 
minutes total. No registration necessary.

BIRD WALKS

Wed., June 10 (ages 16+) from 8 am to 
10:30 am and Sun., June 28 from 7 am 
to 9:30 am (ages 8+). Search for birds 
in various refuge habitats on this guided 
hike. Field guides and binoculars are rec-
ommended.

LEARN TO FISH

Thursdays, June 11 and 25 from 5:30 pm 
to 7:30 pm Ages 15 and under. Learn how 
to cast a rod, identify types of fish, and enjoy 
the experience of fishing in this hands-on 
program for children. All fishing equipment 
will be provided and registered participants 
will meet at Cash Lake. Space is limited, 
participants may select a single date.

WILDLIFE WOES

Sat., June 13 from 10 am to 11:30 am 
Ages 14+. Learn how to identify invasive 
plants and animals in our own backyards, 
how to stop them, and why they can be so 
destructive.

BASED ON BOOKS: RACCOONS! 

Mon., June 15 from 10:30 .m. to 11:15 
am Ages 4 – 5. Each program in this 
series begins with a beautifully illustrated 
children’s story about wildlife. Discover 
more about nature with puppets, props, and 
activities.

“O” IS FOR OPOSSUM

Fri., June 19 from 10 am to 11:30 am 
Ages 5 – 7. It has a tail like a monkey 
and a pocket like a kangaroo. What is it? 
Learn about North America’s only marsupial 
through stories, games, and hands-on 
activities. 

NATURE TOTS: BATS 

Fri., June 26. Two sessions: 10:30 am to 
11:30 am and 1 pm to 2 pm Ages 3 – 4. 
Introduce your preschooler to the world of 
bats through games, stories, and crafts in 
this fun, interactive program.

NATURE TOTS: BUSY BEES  

Tue., June 30. Two sessions: 10:30 am to 
11:30 am and 1 pm to 2 pm Ages 3 – 4. 
Buzz on over to discover how bees help 
give us flowers and food by becoming a 
bee in this hands-on, interactive program.   

 

BELTSVILLE EVENTS

Please contact the individual facilities 
regarding late changes or updates to hours 
of operation.

THE NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL 
LIBRARY (NAL)
The library is free and open to the public 
and has free public parking. Hours of 
operation: Mon. – Fri. from 8:30 am to 
4:30 pm, except for federal holidays. The 
library is located at 10301 Baltimore Ave., 
near Sunnyside Ave. Main phone num-
ber: 301.504. 5755. See NAL.USDA.gov. 
NAL is on Twitter at http://twitter.com/#!/
National_Ag_Lib. 

WOMEN’S COMMUNITY CLUB 
MEETING
Wed., June 3 at 7 pm at the Emmanuel 
United Methodist Church, 11416 Cedar Ln. 
Light refreshments will be served.

BELTSVILLE CITIZENS ASSOC. 
MEETING
Wed. June 17 at 7pm. The meeting will 
take place at the Beltsville Academy, 4300 
Wicomico Ave. Please plan to attend. 

BEHNKE NURSERIES GARDEN  
CENTER
11300 Baltimore Ave. Please call 
301.937.1100, ext. 0 or see Behnkes.com 
for more info and additional events. 

FIFTH ANNUAL GARDEN PARTY

Sat., June 6 from 9 am to 3 pm This is 
a benefit for the Friends of Brookside 
Gardens. Chat with representatives from 
garden clubs and plant societies. Events 
include garden talks, plant swap, big raffle, 
wine tasting, door prizes, food, music, and 
vendor booths. Free admission.

FATHERS’ DAY GARDEN TOOL SHARPENING

Sat., June 20 and Sun., June 21 from 11 
am to 3 pm each day. Limit three (3) tools 
per customer. Offer excludes mower and 
saw blades. Free. First come, first served.

BELTSVILLE LIBRARY
The library is located at 4319 Sellman 
Road, Beltsville, next to the police station. 
Main phone number: 301.937.0294. Regu-
lar hours of operation are Mon. – Tue. from 
1 pm to 9 pm, Wed. – Fri. from 10 am to 6 
pm, and Sat. from 10 am to 5 pm Closed 
Sun.. Visit our library system website at 
www.pgcmls.info to use our online library 
services. 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND 
FAMILIES

SUMMER@YOUR LIBRARY SUMMER 
READING PROGRAM 

Sign up and get a free T-shirt (while sup-
plies last) and read!  

PRESCHOOL STORYTIMES   

Tuesdays at 7 pm, repeated on Wednes-
days at 10:30 am Ages 3 – 5. 

TODDLER STORYTIME   

Wed. mornings at 11:30 am for ages 
2 – 3.

CONNECT THE DOTS DANCE COMPANY 

(BALLET)

Tue., June 9 at 4 pm This is an interactive 
program.  

FAMILY FUN NIGHT   

Mon., June 15 at 6:30 pm  

TAIL WAGGIN’ TUTORS

Sat., June 20 at 2 pm Registration 
required. Ages 6 – 12. 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS

SAT. AFTERNOON BOOK DISCUSSION

Sat., June 13  at 1 pm Anna Sewell’s Black 
Beauty. All are welcome.

TUE. AFTERNOON BOOK DISCUSSION

Tue., June 16 at 2 pm Solomon Northrup’s 
Twelve Years a Slave. All are welcome.

BELTSVILLE COMMUNITY CENTER
Address: 3900 Sellman Rd., Beltsville. 
Phone: 301.937.6613. Spanish line: 
301.445.4509. TTY: 301.445.4512. The 
Facility Director is Leigh Ann Eckenrode. 
She can be contacted at the center or by 
e-mail at LeighAnn.Eckenrode@pgparks.
com. Regular hours of operation are: Mon. 
– Thu. from 9 am to 9 pm, Fri. from 9 am 
to 7 pm, Sat. from 9 am to 4 pm, closed on 
Sun.. Hours of operation for Xtreme Teens 
and Pre-teens: Fridays and Saturdays from 
7 pm to 10 pm

CHEESE DAY

Thu., June 4 at 11 am Try various types of 
cheese and learn nutritional facts. Reserva-
tion required by Mon., June 1. Contact the 
center regarding late reservations. All ages 
welcome. Free.

COME MEET AT THE BALLPARK 

Fri., June 12 from 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm To 
celebrate the anniversary of the day that 
baseball was invented, children will be 
allowed to participate in a game of T-ball. 
Reservation required by Fri., June 5. Ages 
5 – 12. Free.

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT

Thu., June 18 at 7 pm The entire family is 
welcome to enjoy an animal-themed movie 
in honor of Zoo & Aquarium Month. Bring a 
lawn chair. Weather permitting, the movie 
will be played outside on a 16-foot screen. 
Free.

SENIORS AT THE CINEMA

Thu., June 25 at 10 am Join us as we visit 
the newly built Regal Cinema in Laurel to 
watch a summer blockbuster. Reservation 
required by Thu., June 18. Ages 60 and up. 
Fee: $10 for the movie.

STRATEGY GAME CLUB

Mondays from 7 pm to 9 pm Enjoy board 
games and strategy games and tons of fun. 
All skill levels welcome. Any game can be 
played as well as brought to the club to be 
played. Free. All ages.

XTREME TEEN REGULAR EVENTS

Fridays and Saturdays from 7 pm to 10 
pm Free with valid Center ID card. Ages 
13 – 17.

VANSVILLE COMMUNITY CENTER
Address: 6813 Ammendale Rd., Vansville. 
Phone: 301.937.6621. Fax: 301.937.6623. 
Spanish line: 301.445.4509. TTY: 
301.445.4512. The Director is Jeremy 
Weiss. He can be contacted at the cen-

JUNE 2015
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continues on page 17
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I have a motorized wheelchair 
on loan from the Lions Club of 
Sandy Spring. What a great job 
they do. I needed a hospital bed 
and they delivered it to me at no 
charge. I’m not sure what the deal 
is, but when my son was in Sandy 
Spring he saw this chair and asked 
about it. When they delivered the 
chair they saw a lawn tractor, said 
they could use it, and it went with 
them.

A while ago I was near a stair-
case and a lady asked if I was 
going up. Just being funny, I 
replied, “No, the chair will not go 
up the stairs but it will go down 
them.” She looked puzzled and I 
continued, “It would be at the bot-
tom waiting for me.”

This week I’m going on an 
adventure. I will take the Rider-
wood bus to go to the local super-
market. It has a wheelchair lift. 
The bus service here is great and 
there are lots of them, so there’s 
very little wait time. Also, most of 
them have chair lifts. I do not take 
the bus often. I can get anywhere 
on campus with my chair. Outside, 
all the curbs have openings. But 
don’t get me wrong, you can get 
to any building without going out-
side, but outside is quicker.

I’m back. I write as long as I 
have something to write about. In 

this case, I stopped a 
week or so.

The Heinz 
Company has 
started mak-
ing yellow mus-
tard. The bottle is 
designed to stand 
on the lid. They 
also make catsup 
with the same 
design. When you 
finish reading this, 
go to your refrig-
erator, take them out 
and put them in your 
pantry. Mustard will 
never spoil, not in 100 
years. The catsup will 
go bad in a year or so, maybe, but 
it does not need to be refrigerated. 
Along this same line, there are a 
lot of items in the fridge that do 
not need to be there, such as soft 
drinks and pickles.

I do have a continu-
ing problem and that is 
Facebook. I was a mem-
ber a few years ago but 
had a poor experience 
so I dropped all social 
media. I do not tweet, 
face or scroll anywhere. 
This is because I don’t 
know how and don’t 
want to learn. When I 
was on Facebook I had 
well over 500 friends. 

I just couldn’t keep up 
with it. I was thinking 
about putting my article 
on it, but there wasn’t 
enough space. So if you 
wanted to be my friend of 

late, believe me all of you are.
Thanks for reading me again 

this month.
William Raulin
aka Baker Bill (bakerbill.net)

Beltsville  
Library Hours

Mon. - Tues.: 1 p.m.-9 p.m.  
Wed. - Fri.: 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sunday: Closed

Baker Bill
S T U F F  ‘ N  T H I N G S

Share Your News! 
Send your article submissions to News Director  

Rick Bergmann at editorbvnews@gmail.com

St. John’s Episcopal/Anglican Church
at the corner of Route 1 & Powder Mill Road in Beltsville

(301) 937-4292
The Reverend Joseph Constant, Rector

Sunday Worship Schedule
Quiet service: 8:00 a.m.

Family-oriented service: 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 

Between September and June
Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., contemplative 

service with music as well as times of 
silence.  Come join us.

We are a beacon of Christ’s love offering hospitality 
and sustenance to all on their spiritual way.

stjohnsbeltsville.org

301-277-7200
Senior and Military Discount

 Low Monthly Payments FREE Estimates*

Town Home Roof Special  
$3,599 Installed

ROOFS • DECKS • GUTTERS • SIDING 
WINDOWS • KITCHENS & BATHS

Honey Do List?
Senior 

Discounts

Roofing -siding - Gutters

www.championwindowsinc.com

Christian Science Church
8300 Adelphi Rd., Hyattsville, MD (301) 422-1822

Sunday church services: 10:30-11:30 a.m.  
(doors open at 10 am.)

Sunday school for youth up thru. age 19 (same time)

Wednesdays: 7:30 - 8:30 pm. testimonies of healing,  
sharing gratitude, and fellowship service (doors open at 7 pm)

All are welcome • Free literature available

ter, or by phone, or by e-mail at Jeremy.
Weiss@pgparks.com. Regular hours of 
operation: Mon. – Thu. from 9 am to 9 pm, 
Fri. and Sat. from 9 am to 7 pm (except for 
Xtreme Teens), Sun. from 12 noon to 4 pm 
Hours of operation for Xtreme Teens: Fri-
days and Saturdays from 7 pm to 10 pm

SCHOOL IS OUT SUMMER BASH

Fri., June 12 from 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm 
Let’s celebrate the beginning of summer 
with your classmates, friends, and family. 
Reservation required by Fri., June 12. Ages 
5 – 12. Free.

FATHER’S DAY CARD WORKSHOP 

Fri., June 19 from 4 pm to 5 pm You want 
a special way to show your father how 
much you appreciate him? Come in and 
make a special Father’s Day craft for him. 
Ages 5 – 12. Free.

MOVIE AND ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Sun., June 27 from 1 pm to 3 pm Bring 
the whole family and enjoy a movie while 
enjoying some delicious ice cream. Reser-
vation required by Wed., June 24. All ages 
welcome. Free.

XTREME TEENS REGULAR EVENTS

Fridays and Saturdays from 7 pm to 10 
pm Ages 13 – 17. Free with valid Center 
ID card.

CALENDAR
continued from page 16
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Beltsville News CHURCH DIRECTORY

First Baptist Church
of Beltsville (SBC)

4700 Odell Road Beltsville, MD 20705
301-937-7771

www.fbcbeltsville.org

Keith Holland, Pastor

Sundays:
*Sunday School for all ages  9:45 a.m.
*Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.
Adult Choir Practice 7:00 p.m.

Wednesdays:
*Adult Bible Study & Prayer 7:00 p.m.
RA’s, GA’s, Mission Friends 7:00 p.m.
Youth Fellowship 7:00 p.m.

*Childcare available for children up to 3 years old

Vacation Bible School
June 28 – July 2
 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

All VBS events are FREE
Children 4 years-6th grade are welcome

 Pre-register online at www.fbcbeltsville.org  
or call the church office at 301-937-77

You are welcome to come join us

Share Your 
News! 

Send your  
neighborhood  
news items to  

editorbvnews@gmail.com

11301

advance at the Lodge. No tickets 
will be sold at the door. Tables 
of 8 or more can be reserved. 
The Lodge is located at 3700 
Metzerott Road, College Park. 
For information please call 
301.935.5525. This event is open 
to the public so bring your family 
and friends for a fun Sun. after-
noon! See you there!  

At FBC Beltsville, VBS 
2015 is Coming!!

Come join us for the great 
“Journey Off the Map”!!  This 
year’s VBS takes your kids to 
uncharted territory where they 
will begin to understand that 
obedience to God can lead them 
beyond the expected. So, toss the 
map, stick close to your guide, 
and prepare to listen for God’s 
direction in this journey that is 
unknown to us, but known by 
Him. 

Dates: June 28 - July 2, 2015
Times: 6-9 PM
Cost: FREE!!
Ages: 4 years - 6th Grade 

(grade just completed)
4700 Odell Rd,
Beltsville, MD 20705
Phone: 301.937.7771
You are encouraged to reg-

ister your kids in advance. For 
more details or to register your 
children online, please visit our 
VBS website at http://fbcbelts-
ville.org/ministries/vbs.html

Emmanuel United 
Methodist Church is 
Gearing up for  
Vacation Bible School!

This summer Emmanuel 
would like to help you explore 
how to put your faith into action 
with G-Force! In this mission-
focused week you will expe-
rience God’s unstoppable love 
and discover how to fuel up 
and move in and through life 
with God. Emmanuel will be 
providing an exciting week long 
program July 6-10th. There will 
be classes for kids, teenagers 
and adults each evening from 
6-8 pm.

During these sessions you 
will discover how God calls each 
one of us to act. You will meet 
people from the Bible who used 
their hearts, minds and bodies 
in service for God. While expe-
riencing the love of Jesus as 
you hear his message of acting 
through and with God. Be trans-
formed to Move! Act! Care! Fol-
low! & Share! Read more about 
it at http://www.eumcbeltsville.
com/vbs and join them on this 
awesome adventure!

BELTSVILLE BRIEFS
continued from page 1
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SERVICES

BELTSVILLE LAWNS - For all your 
lawn and landscaping needs. We are a full 
service, year around Beltsville business. We 
offer: topsoil and mulch deliveries, tree and 
shrub trimming, gutter cleaning, yard clean-
ups, mowing, thatching, aeration, flower bed 
edging and much more. Call Bill 301-455-
4491.    06/15

TAX RETURNS - For businesses/ 
individuals. Payrolls. Gerald Neumaier CPA. 
301-953-1341; 301-776-6545. gncpa@ 
verizon.net.   01/16

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL. 
Complete Clean Out - Garages, Homes, 
Construction Debris, etc. Licensed, 
insured, free estimates. Mike Smith 301-
346-0840.    09/15

WELDING. Reasonable rates. Call Rick 
301-931-3034.    07/15

Dustin’s Handyman - Home Repairs 
30 yrs. Personal Experience

Roofing • Concrete • Fencing • Siding  
Drywall • Rotten Wood Replacement

Gutters • Painting • Pressure Washing
Windows • Plumbing • Flooring (all types)

Doors • Hauling
Call Ken Dustin: 443-354-2502 or 443-500-1755

4426 Powder Mill Rd.  
Beltsville, MD 20705     07/15

OF COLLEGE PARKWANTED

SCRAP METAL OF ALL KINDS - A/C 
units, washer/dryers, lawn furniture, etc. 
Free pickup in some cases. Call Speedy @ 
301-377-1937.    01/16

WANTED: Basement apartment for single 
gentleman. 301-937-3124.

Classifieds • Call 301-937-7954

Reach your  
Beltsville neighbors  

with a low-cost  
classified ad in  

The Beltsville News  
Call 301-937-7954

301-595-8800

I PAY CASH FOR 

OLD RECORDS

Albums and 45s from 50s, 60s, 70s
Highest Prices Paid

Call Tom at (410) 533-1057

301-641-1092

www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com

Reach your Beltsville neighbors with a low-cost classified ad  
in The Beltsville News Call 301-937-7954
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You‘re maybe considering a makeover for your

home or wardrobe. But, have you ever considered a

makeover for your finances? Spring is here and now

is the time to spruce up your wallet and save money

with our “Great Loan Makeover” promotion!

With our competitive rates and flexible terms, 

we could rework your high-interest debt to help 

you save over the life of your loan and possibly 

add some extra cash in your pocket!

Take advantage of:

• Attractive rates
through the Loan
Makeover calculator

• Fast online application 

• Same day approvals

• A $50 gift card!*
(with every refinanced loan over $10K) 

* Loans based on creditworthiness and subject to approval. Offer eligible for loans: $25,000 or more for auto, $25,000 or more for home equity loan and $10,000 for personal
loans. Existing credit union loans do not qualify for refinance. Loan proceeds must be used to refinance loan(s) from another financial institution(s). Gift cards to be distributed
within 30 days from p promotion end. Certain restrictions apply. Contact us for details.

CONTACT US TODAY | 800.952.PGCU | 301.627.2666
WWW.PRINCEGEORGESCFCU.ORG/GREATMAKEOVER

SEE HOW MUCH
YOU COULD SAVE

ACT FAST.
Offer ends June 30th!


